
        

TITLE  4.  AGRICULTURE  

PART  1.  TEXAS  DEPARTMENT  OF  
AGRICULTURE  

CHAPTER  7.  PESTICIDES  
SUBCHAPTER  B.  REGISTRATION  
4  TAC  §7.10  

The  Texas  Department  of  Agriculture  (the  Department)  adopts  
amendments  to  the  Texas  Administrative  Code,  Title  4,  Part  1,  
Chapter  7,  Subchapter  B  (Registration),  §7.10,  relating  to  Reg-
istration  of  Pesticides.  The  amendments  to  §7.10  are  adopted  
without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  Decem-
ber  12,  2025  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (50  TexReg  7965)  and  
will  not  be  republished.  
The  adopted  amendments  to  §7.10  add  a  new  subsection(g)  to  
the  rule  allowing  pesticide  registrants  to  cancel  a  registration  of  
a  pesticide  by  either  discontinuing  its  registration  or  initiating  a  
recall  to  remove  it  from  the  channels  of  trade,  as  well  as  make  
conforming  formatting  changes  to  the  remainder  of  the  rule.  The  
adopted  amendments  to  §7.10  align  this  rule  with  Section  76.041  
of  the  Texas  Agriculture  Code.  
The  Department  did  not  receive  any  public  comments  concern-
ing  the  proposed  amendments.  
The  amendments  are  adopted  pursuant  to  Section  76.004  of  the  
Texas  Agriculture  Code  (Code),  which  allows  the  Department  to  
adopt  rules  for  carrying  out  provisions  of  Chapter  76  of  the  Code.  
Chapter  76  of  the  Texas  Agriculture  Code  is  affected  by  the  adop-
tion.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  
TRD-202601230  
Susan  Maldonado  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Department  of  Agriculture  
Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  December  12,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  463-6591  

♦  ♦  ♦  
TITLE  16.  ECONOMIC  REGULATION  

PART  2.  PUBLIC  UTILITY  
COMMISSION  OF  TEXAS  

CHAPTER  22.  PROCEDURAL  RULES  
The  Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  (commission)  adopts  
amendments  to  16  procedural  rules  and  repeals  one  rule  in  16  
Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  Chapter  22.  The  commission  
adopts  the  following  rules  with  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  
published  in  the  October  3,  2025  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (50  
TexReg  6397):  §22.201,  relating  to  Place  and  Nature  of  Hear-
ings;  §22.205,  relating  to  Briefs;  §22.207,  relating  to  Referral  to  
State  Office  of  Administrative  Hearings;  §22.225,  relating  to  Writ-
ten  Testimony  and  Accompanying  Exhibits;  §22.241,  relating  to  
Investigations;  §22.244,  relating  to  Review  of  Municipal  Elec-
tric  Rate  Actions;  §22.246,  relating  to  Administrative  Penalties;  
§22.261,  relating  to  Proposals  for  Decision;  §22.262,  relating  to  
Commission  Action  After  a  Proposal  for  Decision;  §22.264,  re-
lating  to  Rehearing;  §22.281,  relating  to  Initiation  of  Rulemaking;  
and  §22.282,  relating  to  Notice  and  Public  Participation  in  Rule-
making  Procedures.  These  rules  will  be  republished.  
The  commission  adopts  the  following  rules  with  no  changes  to  
the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  October  3,  2025  issue  
of  the  Texas  Register  (50  TexReg  6397):  §22.204,  relating  to  
Transcript  and  Record;  §22.221,  relating  to  Rules  of  Evidence  in  
Contested  Cases;  §22.228,  relating  to  Stipulation  of  Facts;  and  
§22.263,  relating  to  Final  Orders.  These  rules  will  not  be  repub-
lished.  
The  commission  adopts  one  repeal  with  no  changes  to  the  pro-
posed  text  as  published  in  the  October  3,  2025  issue  of  the  Texas  
Register  (50  TexReg  6397):  §22.248,  relating  to  Retail  Public  
Utilities.  This  rule  will  not  be  republished.  
Section  22.246  is  a  competition  rule  subject  to  judicial  review  as  
specified  in  PURA  §39.001(e).  
The  commission  received  comments  on  the  proposed  rule  from  
Entergy  Texas  Inc.  (ETI);  the  Lower  Colorado  River  Authority  
and  LCRA  Transmission  Services  (collectively,  LCRA);  the  Of-
fice  of  Public  Utility  Counsel  (OPUC);  Oncor  Electric  Delivery  
Company  LLC  (Oncor);  and  The  Texas  Association  of  Water  
Companies,  Inc.  (TAWC).  
General  Changes  

The  adopted  rules  include  various  clerical  and  grammatical  
changes,  as  well  as  changes  to  outdated  rules,  statutes,  or  
certain  terms.  Changes  are  also  made  to  conform  rules,  where  
applicable,  to  the  updated  electronic  filing  requirements  speci-
fied  under  §22.71,  relating  to  Commission  Filing  Requirements  
and  Procedures,  and  §22.72,  relating  to  Form  Standards  for  
Documents  Filed  with  the  Commission,  of  this  title.  
Place  and  Nature  of  Hearings  
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Adopted  §22.201  is  revised  to  authorize  virtual  hearings  if  the  
presiding  officer  determines  that  it  is  in  the  public  interest.  
Adopted  §22.201  also  authorizes  the  presiding  officer  to  hold  
virtual  prehearing  conferences  and  requires  in-person  or  virtual  
pre-hearing  conferences  at  SOAH  to  be  conducted  in  accor-
dance  with  commission  rules.  
Transcript  and  Record  

Adopted  §22.204  is  revised  to  omit  reference  to  the  commission  
setting  rates  for  purchase  of  official  transcript  copies  from  the  
official  reporter.  Adopted  §22.204  is  also  revised  to  establish  
that,  following  an  objection  to  a  change  to  the  record,  any  change  
to  the  record  may  only  be  made  as  ordered  by  the  presiding  
officer.  
Briefs  

Adopted  §22.205  is  revised  to  require  briefs  to  conform  to  the  
formatting  requirements  for  pleadings  under  §22.72  of  this  title.  
Adopted  §22.205  requires  briefs  that  exceed  ten  pages  to  in-
clude  a  table  of  contents  with  page  numbers  and  authorizes  the  
presiding  officer  to  require  parties  to  address  certain  issues  or  
address  issues  in  a  specific  order  or  format.  
Referral  to  State  Office  of  Administrative  Hearings  

Adopted  §22.207  is  revised  to  clarify  that  the  utility  division  of  
SOAH  will  conduct  prehearing  conferences  as  well  as  hearings  
related  to  contested  cases  before  the  commission,  other  than  a  
prehearing  conference  conducted  by  a  commission  administra-
tive  law  judge  (ALJ)  or  one  or  more  commissioners.  Adopted  
§22.207  is  also  revised  to  clarify  that,  at  the  time  SOAH  receives  
jurisdiction  or  as  soon  as  is  reasonably  practicable  thereafter,  
the  commission  will  provide  to  the  SOAH  ALJ  a  list  of  issues  or  
areas  that  must  be  addressed.  Adopted  §22.207  further  clarifies  
that  the  commission  may  identify  and  provide  to  the  SOAH  ALJ  
additional  issues  or  areas  that  must  be  addressed  at  any  time.  
Written  Testimony  and  Accompany  Exhibits  

Adopted  §22.225  is  revised  to  establish  that,  unless  otherwise  
ordered  by  the  presiding  officer,  a  witness  offering  written  pre-
filed  testimony  must  be  sworn  and  be  asked  whether  the  written  
testimony  is  a  true  and  accurate  representation  of  what  the  tes-
timony  would  be  if  the  testimony  were  to  be  given  orally  at  the  
time  the  written  testimony  is  offered  into  evidence.  
Investigations  

Adopted  §22.241  is  revised  to  establish  that  the  commission  may  
at  any  time  institute  formal  investigations  on  its  own  motion,  or  
the  motion  of  commission  staff,  into  any  matter  within  the  com-
mission's  jurisdiction.  
Review  of  Municipal  Electric  Rate  Actions  

Adopted  §22.241  is  revised  to  clarify  that  petitions  for  review  of  
municipal  electric  rate  actions  require  the  printed  or  typed  name,  
telephone  number,  street  or  rural  route  address,  and  if  available,  
the  email  address  and  facsimile  transmission  number  of  each  
signatory  

Administrative  Penalties  

Adopted  §22.246  is  revised  to  effectuate  changes  to  the  distri-
bution  of  disgorged  excess  revenues  in  the  electric  wholesale  
market  by  the  independent  organization.  Specifically,  adopted  
§22.246  is  revised  omit  language  allocating  load  of  wholesale  
electric  market  participants  that  are  no  longer  active  prior  to  the  
calculation  of  load  proportions  to  still-active  market  participants.  

Adopted  §22.246  is  also  revised  to  authorize  the  commission  to,  
upon  a  determination  that  other  wholesale  electric  market  partic-
ipants  are  affected  or  a  different  distribution  method  is  appropri-
ate,  direct  the  independent  organization  to  distribute  the  excess  
revenue  to  affected  wholesale  market  participants  using  a  differ-
ent  distribution  method  in  the  same  or  subsequent  proceeding.  
Final  Orders  

Adopted  §22.263  is  revised  to  establish  that  parties  will  be  noti-
fied  of  a  commission  final  order  as  required  by  APA  and  §22.74  
of  this  title,  relating  to  Service  of  Pleadings  and  Documents,  to  
the  extent  that  provision  does  not  conflict  with  the  APA.  
Initiation  of  Rulemaking  

Adopted  §22.281  is  revised  to  clarify  that  rulemaking  petitions  
that  do  not  comply  with  the  section,  such  a  filing  will  be  construed  
as  a  policy  recommendation  and  not  as  a  petition  for  rulemak-
ing  under  the  APA  or  the  commission  rule.  Adopted  §22.281  is  
also  revised  to  establish  that  commission  staff  will  open  a  gen-
eral  project  for  rulemaking  petitions  and  post  the  control  number  
on  the  commission's  website,  including  procedures  for  adminis-
tration  of  such  petitions  by  commission  staff  and  default  dead-
lines  for  comment.  Adopted  §22.281  is  further  revised  to  autho-
rize  commission  staff  to  host  workshops  or  publish  questions  for  
comment,  or  draft  rule  language  without  express  direction  from  
the  commission.  
Notice  and  Public  Participation  in  Rulemaking  Procedures  

Adopted  §22.282  is  revised  to  clarify  the  process  for  the  solici-
tation  of  informal  comments  on  commission  rulemakings  prior  to  
initiating  a  formal  rulemaking  under  the  APA.  Adopted  §22.282  is  
also  revised  to  authorize  commission  staff  to,  after  a  formal  rule-
making  has  been  initiated  but  prior  to  adoption,  extend  comment  
or  public  hearing  request  deadlines,  request  reply  comments,  
or  provide  additional  comment  filing  instructions  in  a  rulemaking  
project.  Adopted  §22.282  is  further  revised  to  authorize  the  com-
mission  to  consider  a  staff  rulemaking  recommendation  or  take  
action  on  a  rulemaking  even  if  commission  staff  does  not  file  its  
final  recommendation  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  the  open  meet-
ing  where  the  rulemaking  is  scheduled  to  be  considered.  
General  Comments  

Internal  cross-references  to  commission  rules  

OPUC  recommended  that  internal  cross-references  to  other  
commission  rules  refer  to  the  applicable  chapter  of  the  Texas  
Administrative  Code,  rather  than  the  overall  title  (i.e.,  "§  22.74  
of  this  title"  should  be  revised  to  "§  22.74  of  this  chapter."  OPUC  
stated  the  applicable  title  for  commission  rules  would  be  "Title  
16,  Economic  Regulation"  and  therefore  include  rules  of  at  least  
six  different  State  of  Texas  agencies.  OPUC  noted  that  "of  
this  chapter"  is  the  correct  reference  in  most  instances,  as  that  
would  refer  to  Chapter  22,  under  Part  2  of  Title  16  which  is  the  
appropriate  reference.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change.  Across  the  Texas  Administrative  Code  there  may  be  
several  instances  of  a  specific  chapter.  For  instance,  "Chapter  
22"  appears  in  Title  1,  Title  4,  Tile  13,  Title  16,  Title  19,  Title  28,  
and  Title  43.  The  reference  to  "Title  16"  is  intended  to  ensure  the  
Chapter  22  that  is  applicable  to  the  commission  rules.  For  this  
reason,  the  usage  of  "of  this  title"  is  common  practice  among  
Texas  state  agencies  (e.g.,  Title  16,  Part  1,  Chapter  3  of  the  
Texas  Railroad  Commission's  rules  and  Title  30,  Part  1,  Chapter  
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290  of  the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality's  rules  
both  use  the  phrase  "of  this  title"  over  200  times  and  "of  this  
chapter"  less  than  five  times).  
Usage  of  the  terms  "shall"  vs.  "must"  
OPUC  recommended  that  the  term  "shall"  be  preserved  across  
the  Chapter  22  rules,  rather  than  be  replaced  with  specific  in-
stances  of  "must"  or  "will,"  unless  otherwise  appropriate  to  do  
so  in  accordance  with  the  Texas  Code  Construction  Act.  OPUC  
maintained  that  the  Legislature  intentionally  used  the  term  "shall"  
when  drafting  the  statutes  that  underpin  the  commission's  rules,  
even  as  recently  as  the  last  legislative  session.  Accordingly,  if  
the  Legislature  had  meant  to  use  a  different  term,  then  it  would  
have  done  so  explicitly.  OPUC  further  contended  that  the  Texas  
Code  Construction  Act  provides  clear,  separate  definitions  of  
"shall"  and  "must"  and  therefore  the  terms  are  not  interchange-
able.  OPUC  noted  that  if  the  Legislature  intended  the  terms  to  
be  interchangeable,  then  it  would  have  clearly  stated  that  in  the  
same  manner  that  "may  not"  and  "shall  not"  are.  OPUC  also  
commented  that  "shall"  is  not  an  antiquated  term,  given  that  
other  current  bodies  of  law--such  as  the  Texas  Rules  of  Civil  Pro-
cedure,  Texas  Disciplinary  Rules  of  Professional  Conduct,  and  
Texas  Code  of  Judicial  Conduct--all  use  the  term  "shall."  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change.  The  commission  acknowledges  the  general  appli-
cability  of  the  TCCA  to  the  commission's  rules.  See  Texas  
Government  Code  §311.002(4)  (applying  the  TCCA  to  "each  
rule  adopted  under  a  code").  However,  forgoing  use  of  the  term  
"shall"  or  replacing  the  term  with  "may,"  "must,"  or  another  con-
textually  relevant  term  is  appropriate  and  not  inconsistent  with  
the  TCCA.  As  indicated  by  OPUC,  the  TCCA  does  separately  
indicate  a  specific  construction  for  the  terms  "may,"  "shall,"  
"must,"  and  "may  not"  under  Texas  Government  §311.016(1)-(3)  
and  (5).  However,  the  statute  also  establishes  that:  "[t]he  follow-
ing  constructions  apply  unless  the  context  in  which  the  word  or  
phrase  appears  necessarily  requires  a  different  construction  or  
unless  a  different  construction  is  expressly  provided  by  statute."  
This  provision  indicates  a  general  level  of  flexibility  in  usage  
and  interpretation  of  various  modal  verbs.  More  importantly,  
the  TCCA  does  not  require  the  usage  of  "shall"  as  opposed  to  
"must"  or  "may"  when  implementing  statutes  in  agency  rules.  
Therefore,  the  commission  is  not  prohibited  by  law  from  utilizing  
other  modal  verbs  to  replace  "shall."  Lastly,  commenters  have  
not  identified  instances  where  the  usage  of  a  different  modal  
verb  has  resulted  in  ambiguity  as  to  the  intended  meaning.  
Proposed  §22.201  - Place  and  Nature  of  Hearings  

Proposed  §22.201  establishes  the  form  and  manner  for  hearings  
held  at  the  commission  and  at  the  State  Office  of  Administrative  
Hearings  (SOAH).  
Proposed  §22.201(a)  and  §22.201(b)  - Commission-held  hear-
ings  and  Hearings  held  at  SOAH  

Proposed  §22.201(a)  establishes  that  all  commission-held  hear-
ings  will  be  held  in  person  and  in  Austin,  unless  the  commission  
determines  that  it  is  in  the  public  interest  to  hold  a  hearing  else-
where  or  virtually.  The  provision  further  authorizes  the  presiding  
officer  to  issue  a  written  order  authorizing  a  prehearing  confer-
ence  to  be  conducted  virtually.  Proposed  §22.201(b)  establishes  
that  a  hearing  held  at  SOAH  will  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  
commission  rules.  

LCRA  recommended  that  proposed  §22.201(a)  be  revised  to  
add  more  specific  conditions  for  the  authorization  of  virtual  
hearings  to  ensure  such  hearings  are  held  upon  request  and  in  
appropriate  circumstances.  Specifically,  LCRA  recommended  
virtual  hearings  held  at  the  commission  be  additionally  condi-
tioned  upon  the  motion  of  a  party  and  a  subsequent  commission  
determination  that  good  cause  exists  to  hold  a  virtual  hearing.  
LCRA  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommenda-
tion.  Similar  to  its  recommendation  for  proposed  §22.201(a),  
LCRA  also  recommended  that  proposed  §22.201(b)  be  revised  
to  add  a  condition  that  virtual  hearings  held  at  SOAH  be  based  
upon  a  determination  by  the  presiding  officer  that  good  cause  
exists  to  hold  a  virtual  hearing.  LCRA  provided  draft  language  
consistent  with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  LCRA's  recommended  
changes  as  they  are  unnecessary.  The  form  and  manner  of  a  
commission-held  hearing  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  
commission  and,  as  applicable,  SOAH.  
OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.201(a)  be  revised  to  require  
the  agreement  of  all  parties  as  a  prerequisite  to  holding  a  vir-
tual  hearing  or  virtual  prehearing  conference.  OPUC  further  rec-
ommended  proposed  §22.201(a)  be  revised  to  authorize  virtual  
hearings  only  to  the  extent  a  virtual  hearing  does  not  preclude  a  
party's  right  to  be  heard  in  person  under  PURA  §14.056.  OPUC  
expressed  concern  that  virtual  hearings  could  "preclude  in-per-
son  hearings  over  the  objection  of  one  or  more  intervenor  rate  
payers  because  it  is  deemed  to  be  in  the  'public  interest.'"  OPUC  
acknowledged  that  virtual  hearings  may  save  avoidable  litigation  
expenses  such  as  travel  costs,  including  rate  case  expenses  that  
would  otherwise  be  passed  on  to  ratepayers.  Therefore,  virtual  
hearings  should  be  conditioned  upon  the  agreement  of  all  the  
parties.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  rec-
ommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  unnecessary.  The  first  sentence  in  
§22.201(a)  already  authorizes  the  commission  to  hold  virtual  
hearings  as  a  general  matter.  Moreover,  PURA  §14.056  neither  
prohibits  the  commission  from  holding  a  virtual  hearing  nor  
does  it  require  agreement  by  all  the  parties  for  such  prehearing  
conferences  to  be  held.  The  statute  provides:  "[e]ach  party  to  a  
proceeding  before  a  regulatory  authority  is  entitled  to  be  heard  
by  attorney  or  in  person"  and  has  been  in  PURA  since  at  least  
1995,  prior  to  the  innovation  of  virtual  hearings.  As  such,  the  
provision  does  not  prohibit  the  holding  of  hearings  virtually;  it  
only  provides  the  right  for  parties  to  participate  in  commission  
proceedings  with  or  without  an  attorney.  Stated  differently,  it  
ensures  public  participation  by  allowing  pro  se  individuals  to  
participate  in  commission  proceedings.  
OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.201(b)  be  revised  to  autho-
rize  virtual  prehearing  conferences.  OPUC  stated  that  currently  
the  majority  of  prehearing  conferences  at  SOAH  are  held  virtu-
ally.  OPUC  stated  that  in  Project  No.  58400,  the  commission  
proposed  to  define  the  term  "hearing"  as  "[a]ny  proceeding  at  
which  evidence  is  taken  on  the  merits  of  the  matters  at  issue,  not  
including  prehearing  conferences"  and  the  term  "prehearing  con-
ference"  as  "[a]ny  conference  or  meeting  of  the  parties,  prior  to  
the  hearing  on  the  merits,  on  the  record  and  presided  over  by  the  
presiding  officer."  OPUC  explained  that  if  those  separate  defini-
tions  are  adopted,  then  not  including  prehearing  conferences  in  
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proposed  §22.201(b)  could  "inadvertently  preclude  SOAH  from  
continuing  to  hold  those  proceedings  virtually."  The  commission  
notes  that  these  definitions  have  since  been  adopted  as  pro-
posed  in  Project  No.  58400.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  
consistent  with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  implements  OPUC's  recommended  change  for  
clarity.  
New  §22.201(c)  
OPUC  recommended  that  a  new  subsection  §22.201(c)  be  
added  to  the  rule  which  would  authorize  the  holding  of  "paper"  
hearings  only  upon  the  agreement  of  all  parties  and  "to  allow  
evidence  and  briefing  to  develop  the  record."  OPUC  stated  that  
proceedings  may  sometimes  be  sufficiently  litigated  through  
briefings  and  occur  frequently  enough  such  that  they  should  be  
addressed  in  commission  rules.  OPUC  stated  that  articulating  
this  practice  in  rule  language  would  provide  the  presiding  officer  
flexibility  and  a  clear  authorization  to  conduct  such  a  hearing  if  
the  parties  agree  on  a  case-by-case  basis  that  the  evidence  and  
circumstances  warrant  it.  OPUC  further  noted  that  paper  hear-
ings  generally  save  ratepayers  money  because  the  appearance  
of  the  parties  and  any  witnesses  is  not  required,  either  in-person  
or  virtually.  Paper  hearings  also  reduce  the  overall  time  to  
conduct  the  case.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  
with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  unnecessary  and  ambiguous.  The  term  
"paper  hearing"  is  not  a  defined  term  and  PURA  does  not  require  
agreement  by  all  of  the  parties  to  forgo  a  hearing.  Moreover,  
§22.201(a)  leaves  discretion  to  the  commission  as  to  whether  a  
hearing  should  be  held  in-person  or  virtually.  
Proposed  §22.204  - Transcript  and  Record  

Proposed  §22.204  establishes  the  procedures  for  preparing,  
purchasing,  correcting,  and  filing  of  stenographic  records  of  
commission  proceedings.  The  provision  also  requires  such  
records  to  include  the  items  specified  by  the  Texas  Administra-
tive  Procedure  Act  (APA).  
Proposed  §22.204(b)  - Purchase  of  Copies  

Proposed  §22.204(b)  establishes  that  a  party  may  purchase  a  
copy  of  the  transcript  from  the  official  reporter.  
OPUC  recommended  that  proposed  §22.204(b)  be  revised  to  re-
quire  proceeding  transcripts  to  be  provided  to  commission  staff  
and  OPUC  free  of  charge  upon  request.  OPUC  stated  that  this  
addition  would  help  save  taxpayer  funds.  Specifically,  the  ad-
dition  would  reduce  litigation  costs  for  OPUC  when  represent-
ing  residential  and  small  commercial  customers  before  the  com-
mission.  OPUC  noted  that  it  is  a  taxpayer-funded  state  agency.  
OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommenda-
tion.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change.  It  is  not  apparent  that  the  commission  has  the  legal  
authority  to  require  proceeding  transcripts  free  of  charge  from  a  
contracted  court  reporter.  
Proposed  §22.205  - Briefs  

Proposed  §22.205  establishes  the  form  requirements  for  legal  
briefs  filed  with  the  commission,  including  attachments,  tables  
of  contents,  and  citations  to  legal  authorities  that  are  not  readily  
accessible.  
Proposed  §§22.205(a),  22.205(a)(1),  22.205(a)(1)(A),  and  
22.205(a)(1)(B)  - Brief  formatting  requirements  

Proposed  §22.205(a)  requires  briefs  to,  where  practicable,  
conform  with  the  formatting  requirements  for  pleadings  under  
§22.72,  relating  to  Form  Requirements  for  Documents  Filed  with  
the  Commission.  Proposed  §22.205(a)(1)  requires  briefs  to  not  
exceed  35  pages  including  citations  without  attachments  unless  
the  presiding  officer  or  commission  counsel  provides  otherwise.  
Proposed  §22.205(a)(1)(A)  permits  briefs  to  include  up  to  an  
additional  50  pages  of  attachments,  but  may  not  exceed  a  
total  of  75  pages  with  citations  and  attachments.  Proposed  
§22.205(a)(1)(B)  requires  briefs  in  excess  of  ten  pages  to  
contain  a  table  of  contents  with  page  numbers  stated.  
Oncor,  LCRA,  ETI,  and  TAWC  opposed  establishing  max-
imum  page  limits  for  briefs  in  proposed  §§22.205(a)(1),  
22.205(a)(1)(A),  and  22.205(a)(1)(B).  Commenters  emphasized  
that  the  benefits  of  page  limits  would  be  outweighed  by  the  
costs  of  limiting  discussion  in  commission  proceedings  with  
an  expansive  evidentiary  record  that  are  highly  contested.  
Oncor  and  LCRA  recommended  that  any  page  limit  should  
be  established  by  the  presiding  officer  or  commission  coun-
sel  on  a  case-by-case  basis.  Oncor  and  LCRA  specifically  
recommended  proposed  §22.205(a)(1)  and  §22.205(a)(1)(A)  
be  deleted  but  did  not  oppose  retaining  the  table  of  contents  
requirement  under  proposed  §22.205(a)(1)(B).  Oncor  further  
recommended  that  if  the  presiding  officer  declines  to  address  
briefing  page  limits,  then  the  default  should  be  that  there  are  
no  page  limitations  for  briefs  in  that  case.  Oncor  stated  that  
otherwise  the  rule  may  result  in  page  limits  that  are  inadequate  
for  some  proceedings  or  may  otherwise  incentivize  unneces-
sarily  longer  briefs  in  other  proceedings  that  do  not  warrant  
it.  Oncor  emphasized  that  providing  a  page  limit  for  briefs  in  
commission  rules  is  unnecessary  and  that  any  page  limit  should  
be  based  on  case-specific  criteria  that  influence  the  appropriate  
level  of  content  such  as  the  number  of  parties,  the  number  of  
contested  issues,  and  whether  those  issues  are  based  in  law  
or  fact.  LCRA  emphasized  that  fixed  page  limits  are  arbitrary  
and  impractical  in  complex,  multi-issue  proceedings  where  
the  applicant  bears  the  burden  of  proof.  LCRA  stated  that  
in  multi-issue  proceedings,  initial  and  reply  briefs  frequently  
exceed  100  pages  due  to  the  number  and  complexity  of  issues,  
the  volume  of  evidence,  and  "the  [APA]  requirement  to  present  
a  reasoned  analysis  that  supports  agency  decision-making  and  
withstands  judicial  review."  LCRA  noted  that  the  page  count  for  
reply  briefs  is  particularly  difficult  because  of  the  uncertainty  
inherent  to  such  filings.  Specifically,  reply  briefs  are  dependent  
"upon  the  arguments,  authorities,  and  factual  assertions  raised  
by  other  parties,  as  well  as  the  number  of  intervenors  and  the  
breadth  of  issues  they  inject  into  the  case."  LCRA  stated  that  
prescribing  brief  page  limitations  by  rule  risks  "the  clarity  and  
completeness  of  party  submissions"  that  weakens  the  devel-
opment  of  a  "robust  and  defensible  administrative  record"  and  
may  lead  to  further  unnecessary  litigation  due  to  the  exclusion  
or  oversimplification  of  issues.  LCRA  remarked  that  current  
commission  rules  and  the  presiding  officer's  authority  to  manage  
proceedings  are  already  sufficient  to  ensure  that  briefs  are  of  a  
sufficient  length  without  risking  administrative  efficiency.  LCRA  
provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommendation.  
ETI  recommended  that  if  the  commission  imposes  a  page  limit,  
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then  proposed  §22.205(a)(1)  should  be  revised  to  state  that  
the  page  limit  should  be  no  less  than  50  pages.  ETI  noted  
that  utilities  frequently  request  good  cause  exceptions  to  the  
existing  rule  provision  that  limits  briefs  to  50  pages.  TAWC  
recommended  that  exceeding  the  page  limit  should  be  allowed  
for  good  cause  or  otherwise  the  rule  should  allow  briefs  to  ex-
ceed  35  pages  if  they  include  attachments  and  citations.  TAWC  
provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  agrees  with  commenters  and  omits  the  page  
limits  for  briefs  under  §22.205(a)(1)  and  §22.205(a)(1)(A)  and  
restructures  the  provision  accordingly.  The  commission  has  gen-
eral  authority  under  §22.72(f)  to  establish  different  page  limits  in  
any  proceeding  if  necessary.  Section  22.71(f)  also  authorizes  
commission  counsel  or  the  presiding  officer  to  establish  page  
limits  for  filings  in  a  proceeding  with  an  assigned  tariff  or  docket  
control  number.  
Oncor  recommended  that  if  the  page  limit  requirement  is  pre-
served,  then  proposed  §22.205(a)(1)(A)  should  be  revised  to  in-
crease  the  maximum  page  limits  authorizing  the  presiding  offi-
cer  to  modify  the  page  limits  for  attachments.  Oncor  observed  
that  the  proposed  page  limits  are  insufficient  for  many  cases,  
such  as  rate  proceedings,  and  that  the  proposed  language  only  
contemplates  the  presiding  officer  modifying  the  page  limits  for  
briefs,  not  the  attachments.  OPUC  similarly  recommended  that  
the  page  limits  not  apply  to  cover  pages,  tables  of  contents,  sig-
nature  pages  or  certificates  of  service.  OPUC  stated  the  addi-
tional  language  would  provide  a  clear  standard  as  to  what  is  and  
is  not  included  in  the  page  limits  for  briefs  and  promote  adminis-
trative  efficiency  as  it  establishes  clear  expectations  that  would  
assist  parties  or  intervenors  that  are  unfamiliar  with  commission  
or  SOAH  proceedings.  OPUC  noted  that  its  proposed  language  
is  similar  to  the  language  utilized  by  the  Texas  Rules  of  Appel-
late  Procedure.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  
its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  agrees  with  Oncor  and  OPUC  but  declines  to  
implement  the  recommended  changes  because  they  are  moot.  
As  stated  previously,  the  commission  omits  the  page  limits  for  
briefs  under  §22.205(a)(1)  and  §22.205(a)(1)(A).  
New  §22.205(c)  
OPUC  recommended  that  new  §22.205(c)  be  added  to  the  rule  
that  would  authorize  a  party  to  move  to  extend  the  page  limit  
for  briefs.  The  new  provision  would  require  the  presiding  of-
ficer  to  rule  on  the  motion  within  five  days  of  the  filing,  other-
wise  the  request  would  be  deemed  granted.  OPUC  stated  the  
five-day  deadline  for  the  presiding  officer  to  rule  on  the  motion  
would  provide  certainty  to  parties  as  to  whether  their  motion  has  
been  granted  and  therefore  ensure  that  their  filed  briefs  comply  
with  the  appropriate  page  limit  requirements.  OPUC  further  re-
marked  that  its  proposed  language  is  similar  to  the  Texas  Rules  
of  Appellate  Procedure.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consis-
tent  with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  add  the  recommended  provision  be-
cause  it  is  moot.  As  stated  previously,  the  commission  omits  the  
page  limits  for  briefs  under  §22.205(a)(1)  and  §22.205(a)(1)(A).  
Proposed  §22.207  - Referral  to  State  Office  of  Administrative  
Hearings  

Proposed  §22.207  establishes  the  procedure  and  requirements  
associated  with  the  commission's  referral  of  contested  case  pro-
ceedings  to  the  utility  division  of  SOAH.  
Proposed  §22.207(a)  and  §22.207(a)(1)  - Prehearing  confer-
ences  and  hearings  held  by  SOAH  

Proposed  §22.207(a)  establishes  that  the  utility  division  of  SOAH  
will  conduct  prehearing  conferences  and  hearings  related  to  con-
tested  cases  before  the  commission,  other  than  a  prehearing  
conference  conducted  by  a  commission  administrative  law  judge  
or  a  hearing  conducted  by  one  or  more  commissioners.  Pro-
posed  §22.207(a)(1)  establishes  that  the  commission  will  pro-
vide  to  the  SOAH  administrative  law  judge  a  list  of  issues  or  ar-
eas  that  must  be  addressed.  
Oncor  and  LCRA  opposed  the  deletion  of  the  phrase  "at  the  
time  SOAH  receives  jurisdiction  of  a  proceeding"  from  proposed  
§22.207(a)(1)  and  recommended  it  be  retained.  Oncor  and  
LCRA  explained  that  the  deletion  of  the  phrase  would  leave  the  
timing  for  providing  the  list  of  issues  to  SOAH  open-ended  and  
therefore  delay  the  issuance  of  preliminary  orders.  In  turn,  this  
would  increase  the  time  between  final  resolution  at  SOAH  and  
the  commission's  final  order.  Oncor  and  LCRA  emphasized  
the  importance  of  timely  referring  and  scoping  commission  
proceedings  to  SOAH  to  ensure  all  relevant  issues  are  promptly  
addressed.  LCRA  further  stressed  the  importance  of  proper  
timing  to  ensure  statutory  deadlines  are  met  and  material  issues  
are  addressed,  particularly  in  complex  and  multi-party  cases  
where  even  short  delays  can  have  cascading  negative  effects.  
LCRA  stated  that  preserving  the  existing  language  provides  
clarity  and  helps  avoid  disputes  over  scoping  by  ensuring  a  list  
of  issues  is  provided  to  SOAH  contemporaneously  with  referral.  
LCRA  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommenda-
tion.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
changes.  Preliminary  orders  are  not  always  filed  at  the  time  
SOAH  receives  jurisdiction  of  a  commission  matter.  Moreover,  
supplemental  preliminary  orders  are  often  filed  long  after  the  
case  has  been  referred  to  SOAH.  For  clarity,  the  commission  
revises  §22.207(a)(1)  to  reflect  that  the  commission  will  issue  
a  preliminary  order  at  the  time  of  referral  or  as  soon  as  is  
reasonably  practicable  thereafter.  
Proposed  §22.207(b)  - Jurisdictional  deadlines  

Proposed  §22.207(b)  authorizes  the  commission  to  specify  the  
length  of  time  prior  to  the  expiration  of  a  jurisdictional  deadline  by  
which  the  SOAH  administrative  law  judge  will  issue  a  proposal  
for  decision  to  give  the  commission  sufficient  time  to  consider  a  
proposal  for  decision.  
OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.207(b)  be  revised  to  state  
that  the  commission  will  direct  SOAH  to  issue  a  proposal  for  de-
cision  (PFD)  within  30  days  from  the  close  of  the  evidentiary  
record  in  expedited  proceedings.  OPUC  defined  expedited  pro-
ceedings  as  (1)  proceedings  with  a  deadline  of  100  days  or  less  
from  the  start  of  the  proceeding  or  (2)  proceedings  with  a  dead-
line  that  begins  when  an  application  is  deemed  administratively  
complete.  OPUC  commented  that  currently,  SOAH  administra-
tive  law  judges  have  indicated  "that  in  any  contested  case,  the  
ALJ  needs  60  days  from  the  date  the  evidentiary  record  closes  to  
issue  a  proposal  for  decision."  However,  in  certain  proceedings,  
the  time  allotted  by  statute  for  those  proceedings  is  "consumed  
by  the  days  given  to  SOAH  to  issue  the  PFD,  eroding  the  ef-
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fectiveness  and  participatory  rights  of  intervenors  and  weaken-
ing  the  efficacy  of  their  review  of  the  application."  OPUC  main-
tained  that,  for  expedited  proceedings,  the  60-day  timeline  im-
posed  by  SOAH  is  "inappropriate  and  robs  parties  of  the  ability  to  
fully  litigate  their  case."  OPUC  further  stated  that  SOAH's  60-day  
timeline  is  not  authorized  by  statute.  Therefore,  the  commission  
should  require  SOAH  to  issue  a  PFD  in  expedited  proceedings  
within  30  days.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  
its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  acknowledges  OPUC's  concerns  but  declines  
to  implement  the  recommended  change  because  it  is  out  of  
scope.  
Proposed  §22.221  - Rules  of  Evidence  in  Contested  Cases  

Proposed  §22.221  establishes  the  rules  of  evidence  in  contested  
cases  before  the  commission,  including  the  applicability  of  the  
Texas  Rules  of  Evidence,  rules  of  privileges  and  exemption  rec-
ognized  by  Texas  law,  objections,  formal  exceptions,  and  public  
comment.  
New  §22.221(f)  
OPUC  recommended  new  §22.221(f)  be  added  that  would  re-
quire  statements  of  position  filed  under  §22.124(a)(1)  will  be  
included  as  part  of  the  evidentiary  record.  OPUC  maintained  
that  prefiled  direct  testimony  and  statements  of  position  are  the  
two  main  avenues  for  pro  se  residential  intervenors  to  meaning-
fully  participate  in  commission  proceedings.  OPUC  commented  
that  statements  of  position  should  be  included  in  the  evidentiary  
record  despite  some  statements  of  position  having  been  histori-
cally  "excluded  from  the  evidentiary  record  as  they  are  not  open  
to  cross-examination."  OPUC  explained  that  statements  of  po-
sition  are  not  meant  to  be  testimony  open  for  cross-examina-
tion  and  instead  allow  individual  ratepayers  to  present  their  po-
sition  to  the  presiding  officer  and  meaningfully  participate  in  com-
mission  proceedings.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  
with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change.  If  a  party  wishes  for  a  statement  of  position  to  be  part  
of  the  evidentiary  record,  the  party  may  move  for  its  admission,  
and  other  parties  may  object  as  appropriate.  Statements  of  
position  should  not  be  provided  an  elevated  status  as  auto-
matic  evidence  over  other  forms  of  evidence  in  a  proceeding.  
Additionally,  other  parties  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to  rebut  
or  respond  to  statements  of  position  given  their  short  filing  
deadline.  The  proposed  revision  would  effectively  function  as  
a  workaround  to  filing  testimony  and  would  allow  testimony  to  
avoid  rebuttal  testimony  from  being  filed  against  their  position.  
Proposed  §22.225  - Written  Testimony  and  Accompanying  Ex-
hibits  

Proposed  §22.225  establishes  the  form,  procedural,  and  timing  
requirements  associated  with  the  filing  of  written  testimony  and  
exhibits  with  the  commission,  including  the  prefiling  of  testimony,  
exhibits,  objections,  and  rebuttal  testimony.  The  provision  also  
establishes  requirements  associated  with  the  supplementation,  
tender  and  service,  and  withdrawal  of  such  filings.  
Proposed  §22.225(a)  and  §22.225(a)(1)  - Prefiling  of  testimony,  
exhibits,  and  objections;  Prefiling  of  witness  and  deposition  tes-
timony  and  discovery  responses  

Proposed  §22.225(a)  establishes  the  requirements  associated  
with  the  prefiling  of  testimony,  exhibits,  and  objections.  Pro-
posed  §22.225(a)(1)  requires  that  written  direct  and  rebuttal  tes-
timony  and  accompanying  exhibits  of  each  witness  must  be  pre-
filed  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  presiding  officer  upon  a  
showing  of  good  cause.  The  provision  further  requires  deposi-
tion  testimony  and  responses  to  requests  for  information  by  an  
opposing  party  that  an  intervenor  or  commission  staff  plans  to  
introduce  as  part  of  its  direct  case  must  be  filed  at  the  time  the  
intervenor  or  commission  staff  files  its  written  direct  testimony.  
Oncor  requested  clarification  on  the  rationale  behind  replacing  
the  phrase  "a  party"  with  the  phrase  "intervenor  or  commission  
staff"  and  noted  that  the  impact  of  the  proposed  change  is  un-
clear.  Oncor  stated  that  presumably  an  applicant  is  still  permit-
ted,  but  nor  required  to,  "attach  pertinent  discovery  responses  
or  deposition  testimony  to  its  direct  testimony."  Oncor  requested  
that  if  that  is  not  the  intention  of  the  proposed  language,  then  the  
commission  provide  clarity  on  the  meaning  and  rationale  of  the  
proposed  change.  Oncor  recommended  that  all  parties  be  per-
mitted  to  attach  deposition  testimony  and  discovery  responses  
to  their  testimony.  Oncor  noted  that  there  are  some  proceedings  
where  the  applicant  who  is  a  party  to  the  case,  but  not  neces-
sarily  an  intervenor  or  commission  staff,  files  its  direct  testimony  
with  its  application  at  the  outset  "such  that  the  applicant  would  
not  have  any  discovery  responses  or  deposition  testimony  from  
that  proceeding  to  attach  to  its  direct  testimony."  However,  Oncor  
indicated  there  are  other  proceedings  where  an  applicant  seek-
ing  relief  will  not  file  its  direct  testimony  until  later  in  the  proceed-
ing  where  discovery  could  potentially  occur  if  necessary.  Oncor  
presumed  that  in  such  proceedings,  an  applicant  would  still  be  
permitted,  but  not  be  required,  to  attach  any  relevant  discovery  
responses  or  deposition  testimony  to  its  direct  testimony  despite  
the  proposed  rule  change.  
Commission  response  

The  intention  of  the  change  was  to  reflect  the  fact  that  appli-
cants  or  petitioners  must  file  their  direct  testimony  prior  to  dis-
covery.  However,  the  commission  agrees  with  Oncor  that  the  
proposed  language  could  cause  confusion  and  therefore  reverts  
to  the  original  language.  Specifically,  both  references  to  "inter-
venor  or  commission  staff"  in  §22.225(a)(1)  are  revised  back  to  
"party."  
Proposed  §22.225(a)(2)  - Cross-examination  documents  

Proposed  §22.225(a)(2)  establishes  that  a  party  is  not  required  
to  prefile  documents  intended  for  use  during  cross-examination  
except  that  the  presiding  officer  may  require  parties  to  identify  
documents  that  may  be  used  during  cross  examination  if  neces-
sary  for  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  hearing.  
Oncor  opposed  the  deletion  of  §22.225(a)(2)  and  recommended  
the  language  be  preserved  "to  promote  judicial  economy."  Oncor  
explained  that  preserving  the  language  would  allow  the  presid-
ing  officer  and  all  other  parties  to  the  proceeding  to  be  contem-
poraneously  aware  of  and  able  to  review  all  material  supporting  
rebuttal  testimony  in  the  same  place.  Oncor  emphasized  if  the  
commission  maintains  the  proposed  changes  to  §22.225(a)(1),  
then  there  is  a  need  to  require  parties,  or  at  least  intervenors  
and  commission  staff,  "to  file  such  deposition  testimony  and  RFI  
responses  supporting  rebuttal  testimony  at  the  same  time  the  re-
buttal  testimony  is  filed.  
Commission  response  
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The  commission  agrees  with  Oncor  and  preserves  existing  
§22.225(a)(2)  in  the  adopted  rule.  The  commission  also  renum-
bers  the  following  paragraphs  as  appropriate.  
Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  and  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  - Prefiled  testi-
mony  schedule  for  major  rate  proceedings  

Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  establishes  the  requirements  for  
the  prefiled  testimony  schedule  in  a  major  rate  proceeding.  
Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  requires  other  parties  in  the  pro-
ceeding  to  prefile  written  testimony  and  exhibits  according  to  
the  schedule  set  forth  by  the  presiding  officer.  The  provision  
also  establishes  that  commission  staff  representing  the  public  
interest  may  not  be  required  to  file  earlier  than  seven  days  prior  
to  a  hearing  except  for  good  cause  shown  or  upon  agreement  
of  the  parties.  
LCRA  recommended  that  language  in  proposed  
§22.225(a)(5)(B)  that  authorizes  commission  staff  to  file  prefiled  
testimony  as  late  as  seven  days  before  a  hearing  should  be  
deleted.  LCRA  stated  such  an  authorization  does  not  conform  
to  current  standard  practice  and  is  disruptive  to  the  "orderly  
processing  of  contested  cases."  LCRA  indicated  that  typically  
procedural  schedules  require  commission  staff  to  submit  
testimony  after  receipt  of  direct  testimony  from  intervenors  but  
in  advance  of  a  hearing.  This  timeline  provides  sufficient  time  
for  applicants  to  prepare  rebuttal  testimony,  for  parties  to  file  
objections  to  rebuttal  testimony,  and  applicants  to  file  responses  
to  such  objections  as  well  as  any  prehearing  submissions.  
LCRA  commented  that  a  presumptive  floor  that  commission  
staff  "cannot  be  required  to  file  earlier  than  seven  days  before  
hearing  compresses  or  displaces  downstream  deadlines,  risks  
prejudice  to  other  parties  and  is  inconsistent  with  schedules  
needed  to  develop  a  fair  and  complete  record."  LCRA  provided  
draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change.  Generally,  parties  are  directed  by  SOAH  to  confer  and  
agree  on  a  procedural  schedule  which  includes  testimony  dead-
lines  which  renders  LCRA's  concerns  moot  in  most  instances.  
In  specific  cases,  such  as  complaints  or  proceedings  with  a  
high  level  of  pro  se  intervenors,  commission  staff  may  need  to  
submit  testimony  later  in  the  proceeding  as  part  of  its  role  in  
representing  the  public  interest.  In  such  instances,  the  good  
cause  exception  to  the  filing  deadline  is  appropriate  to  ensure  
commission  staff  has  flexibility  in  fulfilling  that  role.  
OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  be  revised  to  
make  explicit  that  prefiled  written  testimony  and  exhibits  must  be  
filed  in  accordance  with  §22.225.  OPUC  further  recommended  
that  staff's  deadline  to  file  prefiled  written  testimony  and  exhibits  
be  extended  from  seven  days  to  14  days  prior  to  a  hearing.  
OPUC  stated  the  extended  time  period  provides  other  parties  
"sufficient  time  to  review  the  evidence,  assess  the  arguments  
in  the  testimony,  and  prepare  for  questions  for  and  rebuttal  to  
the  testimony."  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  
its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change.  As  stated  previously,  the  seven-day  deadline  is  nec-
essary  to  ensure  commission  staff  has  flexibility  in  fulfilling  its  
role  representing  the  public  interest.  Moreover,  in  most  case  
testimony  deadlines  operate  according  to  a  procedural  schedule  

set  by  the  presiding  officer,  so  the  default  schedule  is  unlikely  to  
apply  except  in  specific  situations.  
Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  - Scheduling  of  rebuttal  testimony  

Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  provides  that  the  presiding  officer  will  
establish  dates  for  filing  of  rebuttal  testimony.  
OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  be  revised  to  
require  the  presiding  officer  to  establish  dates  for  intervenor  and  
commission  staff  to  file  direct  testimony  in  addition  to  the  par-
ties  to  file  rebuttal  testimony.  OPUC  stated  that  by  providing  ex-
plicit  direction  to  intervenors  and  commission  staff  in  the  rule,  
it  would  provide  clarity  to  the  provision  and  facilitate  the  timely  
filing  of  testimony,  particularly  when  the  case  involves  pro  se  in-
tervenors.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  rec-
ommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recom-
mended  change  because  it  is  unnecessary.  Specifically,  
§22.225(a)(6)(C)  establishes  that  the  presiding  officer  will  
establish  dates  for  filing  rebuttal  testimony.  
Proposed  §22.225(a)(6)  - New  electric  transmission  facility  cer-
tificate  of  convenience  and  necessity  (CCN)  applications  

Proposed  §22.225(a)(6)  requires  utilities  filing  a  CCN  application  
or  CCN  amendment  for  a  new  electric  transmission  facility  to  file  
written  testimony  and  exhibits  supporting  its  direct  case  on  the  
same  date  that  the  application  is  filed  with  the  commission.  
TAWC  recommended  proposed  §22.225(a)(6)  be  revised  to  ex-
plicitly  state  that  the  provision  only  applies  to  electric  CCN  cases  
because  prefiled  testimony  is  not  required  for  water  or  sewer  
CCN  applications.  TAWC  explained  that  neither  Chapter  13  of  
the  Texas  Water  Code,  commission  rules,  nor  the  water  or  sewer  
CCN  application  form  require  such  filings  with  an  application.  
TAWC  commented  that  this  practice  should  continue  and  there-
fore  the  rule  should  explicitly  exclude  water  or  sewer  CCN  cases  
from  such  a  requirement.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  unnecessary.  Specifically,  §22.225(a)(7)  
already  explicitly  applies  to  a  new  electric  transmission  facility  
and  is  therefore  unrelated  to  CCNs  under  Chapter  13  of  the  
Texas  Water  Code.  
New  §22.225(a)(10)  and  §22.225(a)(11)  
OPUC  recommended  adding  new  §22.225(a)(10)  which  would  
require  Class  A,  B,  and  C  water  and  sewer  utilities  to  file  written  
testimony  and  exhibits  supporting  their  direct  cases  on  the  same  
date  a  statement  of  intent  to  change  rates  is  filed  with  the  com-
mission.  The  provision  would  also  require  the  presiding  officer  
to  establish  a  prefiled  testimony  schedule.  OPUC  indicated  that  
the  revision  would  address  ambiguity  in  commission  rules,  help  
make  prefiled  testimony  more  comprehensive  and  promote  effi-
cient  commission  review  of  the  rate  application.  OPUC  similarly  
recommended  adding  new  §22.225(a)(11)  to  "close  a  potential  
loophole  in  the  phrasing  of  TWC  §  13.187  resulting  from  Senate  
Bill  740"  from  the  89th  Legislative  Session.  The  revision  would  
require  an  applicant  water  or  sewer  utility  to  file  written  testimony  
and  exhibits  supporting  its  direct  case  on  the  same  date  it  files  its  
system  improvement  charge  (SIC)  application  with  the  commis-
sion.  OPUC  stated  the  addition  of  its  recommended  provision  
would  enable  SIC  applications  to  be  processed  on  the  expedited  
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timeline  as  specified  by  the  Legislature.  OPUC  noted  that  if  its  
proposed  revision  concerning  "major  rate  proceeding"  is  adopted  
in  Project  No.  58400  concerning  the  definition  of  "major  rate  pro-
ceeding"  then  this  change  is  unnecessary.  OPUC  provided  draft  
language  consistent  with  its  recommendations.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  out  of  scope.  OPUC's  proposed  language  
represents  a  significant  and  substantive  change  to  current  prac-
tice  in  water  and  sewer  rate  proceedings  that  would  necessitate  
further  review  by  the  commission  and  comment  by  interested  
stakeholders.  Moreover,  a  SIC  is  an  interim  and  expedited  rate  
proceeding  for  which  a  statement  of  intent  to  change  rates  is  not  
required  under  existing  §24.76,  relating  to  System  Improvement  
Charge.  Additionally,  revisions  to  §24.76  to  implement  Senate  
Bill  740  are  currently  being  implemented  in  Project  No.  58391.  
The  commission  further  notes  that  OPUC's  proposed  revision  
for  the  term  "major  rate  proceeding"  under  §22.2(25),  relating  to  
Definitions,  was  not  implemented  in  Project  No.  58400.  
New  §22.225(a)(12)  
OPUC  recommended  new  §22.225(a)(12)  be  added,  which  
would  require  non-ERCOT  utilities  to  file  written  testimony  and  
exhibits  on  the  same  date  they  file  a  CCN  application  to  add  
transmission  or  generation  infrastructure.  OPUC  stated  the  revi-
sion  would  mirror  the  proposed  requirement  for  ERCOT  utilities  
to  do  the  same.  OPUC  maintained  that  the  new  provision  would  
help  ensure  ratepayers  inside  and  outside  of  ERCOT  have  the  
capability  to  fully  participate  in  utility  proceedings.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  out  of  scope.  OPUC's  proposed  language  
represents  a  significant  and  substantive  change  to  the  proposed  
rule  that  would  necessitate  further  review  by  the  commission  
and  comment  by  interested  stakeholders,  particularly  the  
non-ERCOT  utilities.  
Proposed  §22.225(b)  - Admission  of  prefiled  testimony  

Proposed  §22.225(b)  establishes  the  general  requirements  ap-
plicable  to  the  admission  of  prefiled  testimony  with  the  commis-
sion.  
TAWC  recommended  proposed  §22.225(b)  be  revised  to  autho-
rize  SOAH  ALJs  to  admit  prefiled  testimony  without  having  wit-
nesses  appear  to  swear  to  their  testimony.  TAWC  stated  that  in  
some  instances  SOAH  ALJs  have  elected  to  admit  all  prefiled  
testimonies  and  exhibits  prior  to  presentation  of  a  party's  case  
and  witnesses  for  cross-examination  in  a  hearing  on  the  merits.  
Therefore,  the  rule  should  codify  this  practice  for  administrative  
efficiency.  TAWC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  rec-
ommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  agrees  with  TAWC  and  implements  the  recom-
mended  change.  
Proposed  §22.244  - Review  of  Municipal  Electric  Rate  Actions  

Proposed  §22.244  establishes  the  requirements  for  petitions  for  
commission  review  of  municipal  electric  rate  actions.  
Proposed  §22.244(a)  and  §22.244(a)(2)  - Contents  of  petition  
and  contact  information  

Proposed  §22.244(a)  establishes  the  minimum  requirements  for  
petitions  for  commission  review  of  municipal  electric  rate  actions  
filed  under  PURA  §33.052  or  §§33.101  - 33.104,  in  addition  to  
any  information  required  by  statute.  Proposed  §22.244(a)(2)  
provides  the  list  of  contact  information  each  signatory  to  the  pe-
tition  must  provide  including  name,  telephone  number,  address,  
and  facsimile  transmission  number  (i.e.,  fax  number),  if  avail-
able.  
OPUC  recommended  fax  numbers  be  maintained  as  a  method  
of  contact  for  petitions  for  review  of  municipal  rate  actions  under  
proposed  §22.244(a)(2).  OPUC  also  recommended  proposed  
§22.244(a)(2)  be  revised  to  add  e-mail  as  a  method  of  commu-
nication.  OPUC  stated  that  some  members  of  the  public  may  
still  use  fax  numbers.  Therefore,  to  maximize  public  participa-
tion,  both  methods  of  communication  should  be  reflected  in  the  
adopted  rule.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  adopts  OPUC's  proposed  language  with  slight  
modifications.  Specifically,  the  commission  revises  the  provision  
to  require  "[t]he  printed  or  typed  name,  telephone  number,  street  
or  rural  route  address,  and  if  available,  the  e-mail  address  and  
facsimile  transmission  number  of  each  signatory…."  The  revi-
sion  is  to  ensure  that  the  inclusion  of  a  signatory's  e-mail  address  
or  fax  number  is  optional  for  purposes  of  the  petition  if  such  in-
formation  is  unavailable.  
Proposed  §22.246  - Administrative  Penalties  

Proposed  §22.246  addresses  enforcement  actions  related  to  the  
assessment  of  administrative  penalties  by  the  commission  or  the  
disgorgement  of  excess  revenues  by  order  of  the  commission.  
Proposed  §22.246(f),  §22.246(f)(2),  and  §22.246(f)(2)  - Report  
of  violation  or  continuing  violation  

Proposed  §22.246(f)  authorizes  the  executive  director  to  issue  
a  report  if  the  executive  director  determines  that  a  violation  
or  a  continuing  violation  has  occurred  based  on  the  investi-
gation  undertaken  in  accordance  with  §22.246(e).  Proposed  
§22.246(f)(2)  establishes  the  requirements  for  notices  of  reports  
issued  by  the  executive  director.  Proposed  §22.246(f)(2)(A)  
provides  that  the  executive  director  will  give  written  notice  of  
the  report  to  the  person  who  is  alleged  to  have  committed  the  
violation  or  continuing  violation  which  is  the  subject  of  the  report  
within  14  days  after  the  report  is  issued.  The  provision  also  
requires  the  notice  to  be  given  by  regular,  certified  mail,  or  
email  to  the  mailing  address  or  email  address  maintained  in  the  
commission's  records.  The  provision  alternatively  provides  that  
if  no  such  addresses  exist,  the  executive  director  or  executive  
director's  designee  will  make  reasonable  efforts  to  notify  the  
person  who  is  alleged  to  have  committed  the  violation.  
TAWC  recommended  proposed  §22.246(f)(2)  be  revised  to  pro-
vide  clarity  on  how  water  and  sewer  utilities,  as  well  as  other  
"person,  can  update  their  contact  information  to  ensure  the  com-
mission  maintains  their  correct  mailing  or  e-mail  address.  TAWC  
stated  the  proposed  revision  would  help  prevent  notices  of  vio-
lation  or  continuing  violation  to  be  sent  to  an  incorrect  mailing  
address  or  e-mail.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  out  of  scope.  Addressing  how  utilities  or  
other  regulated  entities  provide  up-to-date  contact  information  to  
the  commission  is  better  suited  for  the  commission's  substantive  
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rules,  not  procedural  rules.  The  commission's  substantive  rules  
contain  entity-specific  requirements  to  update  registrations,  
certifications,  and  other  information  with  the  commission.  
Proposed  §22.246(k)  - Distribution  of  Disgorged  Excess  Rev-
enues  

Proposed  §22.246(k)  establishes  the  requirement  for  the  dis-
gorgement  and  remittance  of  excess  revenues  to  an  indepen-
dent  organization  established  under  PURA  §39.151,  and  the  dis-
tribution  of  such  excess  revenues  by  the  independent  organiza-
tion.  Specifically,  the  provision  requires  the  independent  organ-
ization  to  distribute  the  excess  revenue  to  affected  wholesale  
electric  market  participants  in  proportion  to  their  load  during  the  
intervals  when  the  violation  occurred  to  be  used  to  reduce  costs  
or  fees  incurred  by  retail  electric  customers.  The  provision  also  
establishes  that  the  commission  may  require  the  independent  
organization  to  distribute  the  excess  revenue  to  affected  whole-
sale  market  participants  using  a  different  distribution  method  in  
the  same  proceeding  or  may  direct  commission  staff  to  open  a  
subsequent  proceeding  to  address  those  issues  if  the  commis-
sion  determines  other  wholesale  electric  market  participants  are  
affected  or  a  different  distribution  method  is  appropriate.  
OPUC  recommended  that  proposed  §22.246(k)  be  revised  to  
extend  the  penalty  to  disgorge  excess  revenues  to  non-ERCOT  
utilities.  OPUC  stated  that  the  proposed  language  would  deprive  
ratepayers  outside  of  ERCOT  access  to  this  remedy  since  the  
rule  does  not  explicitly  apply  it  to  non-ERCOT  utilities.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  out  of  scope.  OPUC's  proposed  language  
represents  a  significant  and  substantive  change  to  current  
enforcement  practice  that  would  necessitate  further  review  
by  the  commission  and  comment  by  interested  stakeholders,  
particularly  the  non-ERCOT  utilities.  Moreover,  it  is  unclear  
whether  a  provision  that  was  originally  designed  to  address  
the  ERCOT  wholesale  market  would  be  appropriate  to  apply  to  
vertically  integrated  utilities  without  further  investigation.  
Proposed  §22.261  - Proposals  for  Decision  

Proposed  §22.261  establishes  the  form  and  content  require-
ments  for  proposals  for  decision  in  contested  cases.  
Proposed  §22.261(a)  - Requirement  and  Content  of  Proposal  for  
Decision  

Proposed  §22.261(a)  requires  that  a  proposal  for  decision  be  
served  on  all  parties  before  the  issuance  of  a  final  order  that  is  
adverse  to  any  party  other  than  the  commission  if  a  majority  of  
the  commissioners  have  not  heard  the  case  or  read  the  record.  
The  provision  also  establishes  that  the  proposal  for  decision  will  
be  prepared  by  the  presiding  officer  that  conducted  the  hearing  
or  that  has  read  the  record.  The  provision  further  requires  a  pro-
posal  for  decision  to  include  a  proposed  final  order,  a  statement  
of  the  reasons  for  the  proposed  decision,  and  proposed  findings  
of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  in  support  of  the  proposed  final  
order.  The  provision  also  establishes  requirements  applicable  
to  filing  exceptions  to  the  proposal  for  decision  and  the  supple-
mentation,  amendment,  or  correction  of  a  proposal  for  decision.  
Oncor  recommended  proposed  §22.261(a)  or  other  rule  be  re-
vised  to  expressly  authorize  the  commissioners  to  delegate  au-
thority  to  a  subset  of  commissioners  to  hold  and  preside  over  
a  hearing.  Oncor  further  recommended  that  the  rule  language  
should  require  the  presiding  commissioner  to  prepare  a  proposal  

for  decision  which  must  be  then  served  on  all  parties  and  consid-
ered  by  all  commissioners  that  were  not  recused  from  the  case.  
Oncor  commented  that  the  addition  would  provide  clarity  on  this  
practice  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  statutorily  authorized  under  
PURA  §14.053(a).  Moreover,  Oncor  indicated  that  adding  such  
language  would  help  provide  guidance  to  stakeholders  where  
some--but  not  all--commissioners  may  preside  over  an  eviden-
tiary  hearing,  but  all  commissioners  will  ultimately  consider  the  
proposal  for  decision  and  make  a  final  determination  in  the  case.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  out  of  scope.  Oncor's  proposed  language  
represents  a  significant  and  substantive  change  to  current  
commission  open  meeting  practice  that  would  necessitate  
further  review  by  the  commission  and  comment  by  interested  
stakeholders.  
OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.261(a)  be  revised  to  require  
proposals  for  decision  for  expedited  proceedings  be  issued  
within  30  days  from  the  close  of  the  record.  OPUC  defined  
"expedited  proceedings"  as  commission  proceedings  where  
statute  or  rule  requires  the  issuance  of  a  commission  decision  
either  within  100  days  from  the  date  of  filing  or  100  days  from  
the  date  an  application  is  deemed  administratively  complete.  
OPUC  stated  that  SOAH  has  imposed  a  60-day  deadline  from  
the  close  of  the  evidentiary  record  to  submit  a  proposal  for  
decision  for  all  commission  proceedings.  OPUC  indicated  that  
this  60-day  timeline  only  provides  parties  and  intervenors  40  
days  to  litigate  a  case,  which  is  generally  inadequate  in  complex  
and  detailed  proceedings  such  as  rate  proceedings.  OPUC  
commented  that  this  is  60-day  timeline  imposed  by  SOAH  is  
neither  supported  nor  authorized  by  statute.  OPUC  cross-refer-
enced  its  proposed  revisions  to  §22.207  on  this  same  issue  and  
provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommendation.  
OPUC  also  recommended  the  provision  specify  that  "[a]ny  party  
may  file  exceptions  or  replies  to  the  proposed  decision…"  for  
completeness.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  out  of  scope.  Further  review  is  needed  to  
evaluate  OPUC's  proposal  with  the  requirements  of  the  APA.  
It  is  unclear  whether  and  to  what  extent  the  commission  can  
require  SOAH  to  meet  commission-prescribed  deadlines  when  
statutory  deadlines  are  also  implicated.  
Proposed  §22.262  - Commission  Action  After  a  Proposal  for  De-
cision  

Proposed  §22.262  establishes  the  general  authority  and  proce-
dures  associated  with  commission  action  after  a  proposal  for  de-
cision  has  been  issued.  
Proposed  §22.262(d)  and  §22.262(d)(3)  - Oral  Argument  Before  
the  Commission  

Proposed  §22.262(d)  prescribes  the  requirements  for  oral  argu-
ment  before  the  commission.  Proposed  §22.262(d)(3)  requires  a  
request  for  oral  argument  to  be  filed  as  a  separate  written  plead-
ing  no  later  than  5:00  p.m.  seven  days  before  the  open  meeting  
at  which  the  commission  is  scheduled  to  consider  the  case.  
Oncor  and  ETI  opposed  revising  the  filing  deadline  for  oral  ar-
gument  from  3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  seven  days  prior  to  the  
Open  Meeting  where  the  case  will  be  considered  under  pro-
posed  §22.262(d)(3).  Oncor  and  ETI  expressed  concern  that  
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this  change  conflicts  with  the  current  standard  filing  deadline  
used  by  the  commission  for  pleadings  and  other  filings,  includ-
ing  the  deadline  for  serving  RFIs  that  are  deemed  to  have  been  
received  on  the  same  day.  Therefore,  the  3:00  p.m.  deadline  
should  be  retained  for  consistency.  ETI  further  stated  the  incon-
sistency  may  lead  to  confusion  among  pro  se  litigants.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  other  revisions,  such  as  
those  made  in  §22.71  in  Project  No.  52059  or  §22.144  in  Project  
No.  58401.  Those  amendments  represent  a  policy  choice  by  
the  commission  to  change  deadlines  for  filing  and  discovery  
from  3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  across  the  procedural  rules.  
The  commission  also  revises  the  provision  to  refer  to  "Central  
Prevailing  Time"  to  be  consistent  with  such  other  changes.  
Proposed  §22.264  - Rehearing  

Proposed  §22.264  establishes  the  requirements  for  motions  for  
rehearing,  replies  to  motion  for  rehearing,  and  commission  ac-
tion  on  motions  for  rehearing.  
Proposed  §22.264(f)  - Procedure  for  extended  commission  time  
to  act  on  a  motion  for  rehearing.  
Proposed  §22.264(f)  establishes  that  the  Office  of  Policy  and  
Docket  Management  must  send  separate  ballots  to  each  com-
missioner  to  determine  whether  they  will  consider  the  motion  for  
rehearing  at  a  subsequent  open  meeting  if  the  commission  ex-
tends  time  to  act  on  a  motion  for  rehearing.  The  provision  also  
requires  an  affirmative  vote  by  one  commissioner  to  place  the  
motion  for  rehearing  on  an  open  meeting  agenda.  
LCRA  recommended  proposed  §22.264(f)  be  revised  to  specify  
that  "the  Office  of  Policy  and  Docket  Management  must  send  
separate  ballots"  to  be  consistent  with  §22.264(e).  
Commission  response  

The  commission  agrees  with  LCRA  and  implements  the  recom-
mended  change.  
Proposed  §22.281  - Initiation  of  Rulemaking  

Proposed  §22.281  establishes  the  requirements  associated  with  
the  initiation  of  a  rulemaking  by  the  commission,  including  peti-
tions  for  rulemaking.  
Proposed  §22.281(a)  and  §22.281(a)(1)  - Petition  for  rulemaking  
and  contents  of  petition  for  rulemaking.  
Proposed  §22.281(a)  provides  that  any  interested  person,  as  de-
fined  by  the  APA,  may  petition  the  commission  requesting  the  
adoption  of  a  new  rule  or  the  amendment  of  an  existing  rule.  
Proposed  §22.281(a)(1)  requires  a  rulemaking  petition  to  be  in  
writing  and  submitted  to  a  project  opened  under  §22.81(a)(2)  
for  that  purpose.  The  provision  also  establishes  that  a  petition  
must  include  a  brief  explanation  of  the  rule,  each  reason  the  
new  or  amended  rule  should  be  adopted,  the  statutory  authority  
for  such  a  rule  or  amendment,  and  complete  proposed  text  for  
the  rule.  The  provision  also  established  requirements  for  redline  
deletions  and  additions  to  commission  rules  included  in  the  peti-
tion.  The  provision  further  provides  that  a  suggested  new  rule  or  
rule  amendment  that  does  not  comply  with  each  of  the  require-
ments  of  §22.281,  including  any  rulemaking  suggestion  made  in  
a  contested  case  proceeding,  will  be  construed  as  a  policy  rec-
ommendation  and  will  not  be  processed  as  a  formal  rulemaking  
petition.  

OPUC  expressed  support  to  the  proposed  changes  to  §22.281  
only  to  the  extent  that  such  changes  comply  with  the  Texas  
APA  and  other  statutes  referenced  by  the  APA  concerning  
the  rulemaking  process.  TAWC  requested  clarification  on  the  
usage  of  the  term  "rulemaking  suggestion"  under  proposed  
§22.281(a)(1)  in  the  context  of  a  contested  case  proceeding.  
Specifically,  TAWC  inquired  as  to  how  that  is  distinct  from  a  rule-
making  petition.  TAWC  commented  that  it  is  unclear  as  to  how  a  
"rulemaking  suggestion"  may  be  made  within  a  contested  case  
hearing  and  also  comply  with  the  other  specific  requirements  
under  §22.281.  TAWC  noted  that  conceivably  "rulemaking  
suggestion"  could  be  treated  as  a  policy  recommendation  
regardless  of  the  requirements  associated  with  a  rulemaking  
petition,  but  if  that  is  the  intention  then  it  should  be  clarified.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  revises  the  provision  for  clarity  as  rec-
ommended  by  TAWC.  Specifically,  the  commission  revises  
§22.281(a)(1)  to  add  the  following  sentence:  "Any  recommen-
dation  or  request  that  the  commission  adopt  a  new  rule  or  
amend  or  repeal  an  existing  rule  that  does  not  comply  with  the  
requirements  of  this  section,  including  any  recommendation  
or  request  made  in  a  contested  case  proceeding  (e.g.,  an  
argument  by  a  party  to  a  contested  case  that  the  commission  
should  conduct  a  rulemaking  before  addressing  a  contested  
issue),  will  be  construed  as  a  policy  recommendation  and  will  
not  be  processed  as  a  petition  for  rulemaking  under  the  APA  
and  this  section."  
Existing  §22.281(a)(2)  - Publication  of  rulemaking  petitions  with  
the  Texas  Register  
Existing  §22.281(a)(2)  concerned  the  filing  of  rulemaking  notices  
with  the  Texas  Register  and  the  associated  public  comment  pe-
riod  in  response  to  petitions  for  rulemaking.  Specifically,  the  pro-
vision  required  the  commission  to  submit  a  notice  for  publication  
in  the  "In  Addition"  section  of  the  Texas  Register  upon  receipt  
of  a  petition  for  rulemaking.  The  provision  required  the  notice  to  
include  a  summary  of  the  petition,  the  name  of  the  person  that  
submitted  the  petition,  and  notification  that  a  copy  of  the  petition  
will  be  available  for  review  and  copying  in  the  commission's  cen-
tral  records.  The  provision  further  established  that  comments  on  
the  petition  are  due  21  days  from  the  date  of  publication  of  the  
notice  and  that  failure  to  publish  a  notice  of  a  petition  for  rule-
making  in  the  Texas  Register  does  not  invalidate  any  commis-
sion  action  on  the  petition  for  rulemaking.  
LCRA  opposed  the  deletion  of  §22.281(a)(2)  and  recommended  
it  be  preserved  to  avoid  conflict  with  statute.  LCRA  stated  that  
the  existing  provision  details  the  Texas  Register  notice  require-
ments  for  rulemakings  specified  under  the  APA.  Specifically,  
§2001.023  of  the  Texas  Government  Code  which  requires  Texas  
state  agencies  to  file  notice  of  proposed  rules  with  the  Texas  
Secretary  of  State  so  that  they  may  be  published  in  the  Texas  
Register.  LCRA  maintained  that  the  commission  must  continue  
to  comply  with  this  requirement  unless  and  until  the  APA  is  
amended  to  state  otherwise.  LCRA  provided  draft  language  
consistent  with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  LCRA  and  declines  to  im-
plement  the  recommended  change.  Section  2001.023  of  the  
APA  addresses  when  an  agency  must  provide  notice  of  a  
proposed  rule,  not  a  rulemaking  petition.  Section  2001.021  
of  the  APA,  which  addresses  rulemaking  petitions,  authorizes  
an  interested  person  to  request  the  adoption  of  a  rule.  Under  
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Section  2001.021,  a  state  agency  must  establish  the  form  for  
a  petition  for  rulemaking  and  the  procedure  for  its  submission.  
The  section  also  establishes  a  60  day  deadline  for  the  agency  
to  act  on  the  petition.  The  commission  declines  to  retain  Texas  
Register  notice  for  rulemaking  petitions  because  it  is  admin-
istratively  burdensome  to  align  open  meeting  schedules  and  
Texas  Register  publication  within  the  narrow  statutory  timeframe  
that  the  commission  has  to  decide  on  rulemaking  petitions.  
Instead,  §22.281(a)(1)  provides  for  public  filing  and  comment  
of  rulemaking  petitions,  which  is  not  required  by  the  APA,  and  
consolidates  all  rulemaking  petitions  to  a  single  project,  which  
should  facilitate  more  efficient  and  convenient  review  of  such  
petitions.  
Proposed  §22.282  - Notice  and  Public  Participation  in  Rulemak-
ing  Procedures  

Proposed  §22.282  establishes  the  requirements  for  notice  and  
public  participation  in  commission  rulemakings,  including  initial  
comments,  public  hearings,  staff  recommendations,  and  final  
adoption.  
Proposed  §22.282(a)  - Initial  Comments  

Proposed  §22.282(a)  governs  the  procedures  for  the  solicitation  
of  comments  by  the  commission  or  commission  staff  prior  to  the  
publication  of  a  proposed  rule  or  amendment  to  an  existing  rule.  
The  provision  also  establishes  a  general  30-day  comment  dead-
line  unless  otherwise  stated  by  commission  staff  and  authorizes  
the  commission  or  commission  staff  to  hold  workshops  or  public  
hearings  on  the  rulemaking.  
TAWC  recommended  that  the  deleted  language  in  proposed  
§22.282(a)  concerning  the  publication  of  rulemaking  notices  
in  the  Texas  Register  should  be  maintained.  OPUC  similarly  
recommended  that  language  be  retained  with  the  qualifier  "to  
the  extent  required  by  the  APA."  TAWC  stated  that  the  proposed  
revision  requiring  comment  and  feedback  requests  through  the  
commission's  filing  system  may  result  in  some  stakeholders  not  
receiving  notice  of  the  request  for  comments.  Therefore,  the  
deleted  language  should  be  retained.  OPUC  emphasized  that  
consumers  are  generally  unaware  of  the  commission's  filing  
system,  therefore  the  requirement  to  publish  notice  with  the  
Texas  Register  should  be  retained.  OPUC  further  commented  
that  the  term  "commission  filing  system"  be  replaced  with  the  
phrase  "with  the  commission's  central  records  and  on  the  com-
mission's  Interchange"  for  clarity.  OPUC  also  recommended  the  
reference  to  comments  be  revised  to  refer  to  "initial  comments."  
Commission  response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  OPUC  and  declines  to  imple-
ment  the  recommended  change.  Section  §22.282(a)  applies  to  
informal  comments  prior  to  the  issuance  of  a  published  rule.  As  
such,  there  are  no  APA  requirements  on  how  the  commission  
publicizes  informal  discussion  drafts  or  strawman  documents.  
Moreover,  the  APA  generally  authorizes  Texas  state  agencies  
to  use  informal  conferences  and  advisory  committees  under  
§2001.031  of  the  APA.  The  commission  declines  to  limit  com-
mission  staff's  flexibility  in  designing  its  public  engagement  
strategies  during  the  informal  stages  of  the  rulemaking  process.  
However,  the  commission  revises  the  header  and  first  sentence  
in  §22.282(a)  for  clarity:  "Informal  comments.  Prior  to  the  
publication  of  a  proposed  rule  or  an  amendment  to  an  existing  
rule  in  the  Texas  Register,  the  commission  or  commission  staff  
may  solicit  comments  on  the  necessity  for,  scope,  or  contents  
of  a  contemplated  rulemaking  project."  

Proposed  §22.282(e)  - Staff  Recommendation  

Proposed  §22.282(e)  provides  that  staff's  final  recommendation  
will,  if  practicable,  be  filed  in  the  rulemaking  proceeding  at  least  
seven  days  prior  to  the  date  on  which  the  commission  is  sched-
uled  to  consider  the  matter,  unless  another  date  is  specified  by  
the  commission.  The  provision  further  states  that  the  commis-
sion  may  still  consider  the  recommendation  or  take  action  in  the  
rulemaking  project,  even  if  commission  staff  does  not  file  its  final  
recommendation  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  the  date  on  which  
the  commission  is  scheduled  to  consider  the  matter.  
TAWC  and  ETI  opposed  the  revision  to  §22.282(e)  which  would  
eliminate  the  mandatory  seven-day  deadline  for  commission  
staff  to  file  its  final  rulemaking  recommendation  prior  to  an  
open  meeting.  TAWC  and  ETI  recommended  that  proposed  
§22.282(e)  be  revised  to  state  that  commission  staff's  rule-
making  proposals  must  be  filed  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  a  
commission  open  meeting.  TAWC  and  ETI  stated  that  filing  
rulemaking  proposals  earlier  would  provide  affected  persons  
and  stakeholders  additional  time  to  comment  at  the  open  
meeting  where  the  proposal  will  be  considered.  TAWC  and  
ETI  maintained  that  less  than  seven  days  is  insufficient  time  to  
review  commission  staff's  recommendations  and,  if  necessary,  
prepare  comments.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  TAWC  and  ETI  and  declines  to  
implement  the  recommended  change.  The  seven-day  deadline  
in  the  existing  rule  is  not  required  by  the  APA  and  the  revised  
provision  provides  transparency  regarding  current  commission  
practice.  As  a  practical  matter,  rulemaking  documents  are  some-
times  required  to  be  presented  at  a  commission  open  meeting  
regardless  of  whether  commission  staff's  final  recommendation  
is  filed.  Like  all  items  scheduled  for  a  duly  posted  open  meet-
ing,  a  rulemaking  adoption  order  will  be  posted  in  full  compliance  
with  the  Open  Meetings  Act,  so  interested  persons  will  know  in  
advance  of  when  a  rulemaking  is  scheduled  to  be  filed.  Com-
mission  staff  will  endeavor  to  meet  the  seven-day  deadline  for  
preview  drafts  whenever  practicable.  
Proposed  §22.282(g)  - Final  adoption  

Proposed  §22.282(g)  establishes  that,  following  consideration  of  
comments,  the  commission  will  issue  an  order  adopting,  adopt-
ing  as  amended,  or  withdrawing  the  rule  within  six  months  after  
the  date  of  publication  of  the  proposed  rule  or  the  rule  is  auto-
matically  withdrawn.  The  provision  also  authorizes  commission  
staff  to  withdraw  a  rule  on  its  own  motion  if  necessary  to  facil-
itate  the  expeditious  republication  of  proposed  amendments  to  
that  rule.  
Oncor  opposed  the  inclusion  of  language  in  proposed  
§22.282(g)  that  would  authorize  commission  staff  to  withdraw  a  
rule  on  its  own  motion  if  necessary  to  facilitate  the  expeditious  
republication  of  proposed  amendments  to  that  rule  and  recom-
mended  it  be  deleted.  Oncor  maintained  that  the  commission  
may  decide  to  withdraw  a  proposed  rule  and  replace  it  with  a  
different  proposal  at  an  open  meeting.  Therefore,  it  is  unnec-
essary  to  authorize  commission  staff  to  unilaterally  withdraw  
a  proposed  rule  at  any  time  given  the  predictable  cadence  of  
open  meetings.  Oncor  further  remarked  that  there  also  may  
be  instances  where  stakeholders  are  not  in  agreement  with  
commission  staff's  position  on  whether  a  proposed  rule  should  
be  withdrawn  or  substituted  with  another  proposal.  
Commission  response  
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The  commission  omits  the  proposed  language  from  §22.282(g)  
because  it  is  unnecessary.  
LCRA  recommended  that  proposed  §22.282(g)  be  revised  to  
replace  the  term  "rule"  with  the  phrase  "proposed  rule."  Oncor  
made  the  same  recommendation  as  an  alternative  if  the  pro-
posed  revision  is  maintained.  LCRA  stated  this  revision  is  nec-
essary  to  clarify  that  commission  staff  may  not  withdraw  a  rule  
formally  adopted  by  the  commission.  LCRA  commented  that  the  
proposed  revision  aligns  with  standard  rulemaking  procedures  
and  helps  avoid  confusion  regarding  the  status  of  rules  already  
adopted  by  the  commission.  LCRA  provided  draft  language  con-
sistent  with  its  recommendation.  
Commission  response  

The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  
change  because  it  is  moot.  Specifically,  the  sentence  concern-
ing  withdrawal  of  a  rule  from  §22.282(g)  is  omitted  from  the  
adopted  rule.  
SUBCHAPTER  K.  HEARINGS  
16  TAC  §§22.201,  22.204,  22.205,  22.207  

The  amended  rules  are  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA  and  the  Texas  Water  Code:  PURA  §14.001  and  Texas  
Water  Code  §13.041(a),  which  provides  the  commission  the  
general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  
public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specif-
ically  designated  or  implied  by  PURA  that  is  necessary  and  
convenient  to  the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  PURA  
§14.002  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  provides  the  
commission  with  the  authority  to  make  adopt  and  enforce  rules  
reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-
tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  
requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  
practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  
amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  
prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  
the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-
dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  
commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  
methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  
of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  
commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-
mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  
the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  
against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  
adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  
§15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  
the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  
violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  
administer  or  of  an  order,  ordinance,  or  rule  of  the  regulatory  
authority,  and  requires  the  commission  to,  for  a  reasonable  
period  preserve  information  about  each  complaint  filed  with  
the  commission  that  the  commission  has  authority  to  resolve;  
PURA  §17.157  which  authorizes  the  commission  to  resolve  
disputes  between  a  retail  customer  and  a  billing  utility,  service  
provider,  telecommunications  utility,  retail  electric  provider,  or  
electric  utility,  including  the  investigation  of  alleged  violations;  
PURA  Chapter  15,  Subchapter  B  §§15.021-15.033  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419  which  
collectively  establish  the  commission'  s  enforcement  authority  to  
enjoin,  investigate,  or  require  compliance  from  a  person  or  entity  
in  violation  or  alleged  violation  of  statute  or  commission  rules,  

including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  
administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  
C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  
ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  
also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  
of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  
the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-
mission  and  the  following  provisions  of  the  Texas  Government  
Code:  Texas  Government  Code  §§2001.004-007  and  Subchap-
ter  B  §§2001.021-2001.041  which  establish  general  rulemaking  
requirements  and  procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  for  
agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chap-
ter  2001,  Subchapter  C  §§2001.051-2001.062,  which  establish  
minimum  standards  of  uniform  practice  and  procedure  for  con-
tested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas,  including  
the  requirements  and  procedures  for  a  state  agency  to  examine  
the  record  in  a  contested  case  and  issue  proposals  for  decision;  
Texas  Government  Code,  Subchapter  D  §  2001.081-103,  which  
govern  the  usage  of  and  procedures  for  evidence,  witnesses  
and  discovery  for  contested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  
of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chapter  2001,  Subchapter  
F  §§2001.141-2001.147  which  establish  the  requirements  and  
procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  associated  with  the  
issuance  of  final  decisions  and  orders  by  a  state  agency  in  a  
contested  case,  including  the  procedures  for  prerequisites  to  
appeal  and  requirements  for  motions  for  rehearing.  
Cross  reference  to  statutes:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§§14.001,  14.002,  14.052,  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(a)  
and  (b);  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  §§12.201,  Chapter  15,  
Subchapter  B  15.021-15.033,  15.051,  17.157;  Chapter  33,  
Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  
13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  
567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-
ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  
B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  
Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  
§22.201.  Place  and  Nature  of  Hearings.  

(a)  Commission-held  hearings.  All  commission-held  hearings  
will  be  held  in  person  and  in  Austin,  Texas  unless  the  commission  de-
termines  that  it  is  in  the  public  interest  to  hold  a  hearing  elsewhere  or  
virtually.  The  presiding  officer  may,  by  written  order,  authorize  a  pre-
hearing  conference  to  be  conducted  virtually.  

(b)  Hearings  held  at  SOAH.  A  pre-hearing  conference  or  hear-
ing  held  at  SOAH,  whether  in-person  or  virtual,  will  be  conducted  in  
accordance  with  commission  rules.  

§22.205.  Briefs.  
(a)  Briefs  must  conform,  where  practicable,  to  the  require-

ments  established  for  formatting  pleadings  in  this  chapter,  including  
requirements  for  citations  in  §22.72  (relating  to  Form  Requirements  
for  Documents  Filed  with  the  Commission).  

(1)  Briefs  in  excess  of  ten  pages  must  contain  a  table  of  
contents  with  page  numbers  stated.  

(2)  The  presiding  officer  may  require  parties  to  address  cer-
tain  issues  or  address  issues  in  a  specific  order  or  format.  

(b)  If  a  legal  authority  cited  in  the  briefs  is  not  readily  acces-
sible,  a  copy  of  the  legal  authority  must  be  provided  upon  request.  
Such  legal  authorities  may  include  slip  opinions,  unpublished  opinions,  
memorandum  opinions,  or  documents  from  other  jurisdictions  that  are  
not  readily  accessible  to  the  commission.  
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§22.207.  Referral  to  State  Office  of  Administrative  Hearings.  

(a)  The  utility  division  of  SOAH  will  conduct  prehearing  con-
ferences  and  hearings  related  to  contested  cases  before  the  commis-
sion,  other  than  a  prehearing  conference  conducted  by  a  commission  
administrative  law  judge  or  a  hearing  conducted  by  one  or  more  com-
missioners.  

(1)  At  the  time  SOAH  receives  jurisdiction,  or  as  soon  as  
is  reasonably  practicable  thereafter,  the  commission  will  provide  to  the  
SOAH  administrative  law  judge  a  list  of  issues  or  areas  that  must  be  
addressed.  

(2)  At  any  time,  the  commission  may  identify  and  provide  
to  the  SOAH  administrative  law  judge  additional  issues  or  areas  that  
must  be  addressed.  The  commission  will  send  a  request  for  setting  or  
hearing,  or  request  for  assignment  of  a  SOAH  administrative  law  judge  
to  SOAH  in  sufficient  time  to  allow  resolution  of  the  proceeding  prior  
to  the  expiration  of  any  jurisdictional  deadline.  

(b)  To  give  the  commission  sufficient  time  to  consider  a  pro-
posal  for  decision,  the  commission  may  specify  the  length  of  time  prior  
to  the  expiration  of  a  jurisdictional  deadline  by  which  the  SOAH  ad-
ministrative  law  judge  will  issue  a  proposal  for  decision.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601221  
Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  October  3,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7044  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  L.  EVIDENCE  AND  EXHIBITS  
IN  CONTESTED  CASES  
16  TAC  §§22.221,  22.225,  22.228  

The  amended  rules  are  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA  and  the  Texas  Water  Code:  PURA  §14.001  and  Texas  
Water  Code  §13.041(a),  which  provides  the  commission  the  
general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  
public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specif-
ically  designated  or  implied  by  PURA  that  is  necessary  and  
convenient  to  the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  PURA  
§14.002  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  provides  the  
commission  with  the  authority  to  make  adopt  and  enforce  rules  
reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-
tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  
requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  
practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  
amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  
prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  
the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-
dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  
commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  
methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  
of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  
commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-

mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  
the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  
against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  
adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  
§15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  
the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  
violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  
administer  or  of  an  order,  ordinance,  or  rule  of  the  regulatory  
authority,  and  requires  the  commission  to,  for  a  reasonable  
period  preserve  information  about  each  complaint  filed  with  
the  commission  that  the  commission  has  authority  to  resolve;  
PURA  §17.157  which  authorizes  the  commission  to  resolve  
disputes  between  a  retail  customer  and  a  billing  utility,  service  
provider,  telecommunications  utility,  retail  electric  provider,  or  
electric  utility,  including  the  investigation  of  alleged  violations;  
PURA  Chapter  15,  Subchapter  B  §§15.021-15.033  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419  which  
collectively  establish  the  commission'  s  enforcement  authority  to  
enjoin,  investigate,  or  require  compliance  from  a  person  or  entity  
in  violation  or  alleged  violation  of  statute  or  commission  rules,  
including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  
administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  
C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  
ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  
also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  
of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  
the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-
mission  and  the  following  provisions  of  the  Texas  Government  
Code:  Texas  Government  Code  §§2001.004-007  and  Subchap-
ter  B  §§2001.021-2001.041  which  establish  general  rulemaking  
requirements  and  procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  for  
agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chap-
ter  2001,  Subchapter  C  §§2001.051-2001.062,  which  establish  
minimum  standards  of  uniform  practice  and  procedure  for  con-
tested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas,  including  
the  requirements  and  procedures  for  a  state  agency  to  examine  
the  record  in  a  contested  case  and  issue  proposals  for  decision;  
Texas  Government  Code,  Subchapter  D  §  2001.081-103,  which  
govern  the  usage  of  and  procedures  for  evidence,  witnesses  
and  discovery  for  contested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  
of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chapter  2001,  Subchapter  
F  §§2001.141-2001.147  which  establish  the  requirements  and  
procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  associated  with  the  
issuance  of  final  decisions  and  orders  by  a  state  agency  in  a  
contested  case,  including  the  procedures  for  prerequisites  to  
appeal  and  requirements  for  motions  for  rehearing.  
Cross  reference  to  statutes:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§§14.001,  14.002,  14.052,  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(a)  
and  (b);  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  §§12.201,  Chapter  15,  
Subchapter  B  15.021-15.033,  15.051,  17.157;  Chapter  33,  
Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  
13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  
567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-
ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  
B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  
Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  
§22.225.  Written  Testimony  and  Accompanying  Exhibits.  

(a)  Prefiling  of  testimony,  exhibits,  and  objections.  

(1)  Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  presiding  officer  upon  
a  showing  of  good  cause,  the  written  direct  and  rebuttal  testimony  and  
accompanying  exhibits  of  each  witness  must  be  prefiled.  Deposition  
testimony  and  responses  to  requests  for  information  by  an  opposing  
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party  that  a  party  plans  to  introduce  as  part  of  its  direct  case  must  be  
filed  at  the  time  the  party  files  its  written  direct  testimony.  

(2)  Deposition  testimony  and  responses  to  requests  for  in-
formation  that  a  party  plans  to  introduce  in  support  of  its  rebuttal  case  
shall  be  filed  at  the  time  the  party  files  its  written  rebuttal  testimony.  

(3)  A  party  is  not  required  to  prefile  documents  it  intends  
to  use  during  cross-examination  except  that  the  presiding  officer  may  
require  parties  to  identify  documents  that  may  be  used  during  cross  
examination  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  hearing.  

(4)  Objections  to  prefiled  direct  or  rebuttal  testimony  and  
exhibits,  including  deposition  testimony  and  responses  to  requests  for  
information,  must  be  filed  on  dates  established  by  the  presiding  officer  
and  will  be  ruled  upon  before  or  at  the  time  the  prefiled  testimony  and  
accompanying  exhibits  are  offered.  

(5)  Nothing  in  this  section  precludes  a  party  from  using  dis-
covery  responses  in  its  direct  or  rebuttal  case  even  if  such  responses  
were  not  received  prior  to  the  applicable  deadline  for  prefiling  written  
testimony  and  exhibits.  

(6)  The  prefiled  testimony  schedule  in  a  major  rate  pro-
ceeding  must  be  established  as  set  out  in  this  subsection.  

(A)  Any  utility  filing  an  application  to  change  its  rates  
in  a  major  rate  proceeding  must  file  the  written  testimony  and  exhibits  
supporting  its  direct  case  on  the  same  date  that  such  statement  of  in-
tent  to  change  its  rates  is  filed  with  the  commission.  As  set  forth  in  
§22.243(b)  of  this  title  (relating  to  Rate  Change  Proceedings),  the  pre-
filed  written  testimony  and  exhibits  must  be  included  in  the  rate  filing  
package  filed  with  the  application.  

(B)  Other  parties  in  the  proceeding  must  prefile  written  
testimony  and  exhibits  according  to  the  schedule  set  forth  by  the  pre-
siding  officer.  Except  for  good  cause  shown  or  upon  agreement  of  the  
parties,  commission  staff  representing  the  public  interest  may  not  be  
required  to  file  earlier  than  seven  days  prior  to  hearing.  

(C)  The  presiding  officer  will  establish  dates  for  filing  
of  rebuttal  testimony.  

(7)  A  utility  filing  an  application  for  a  certificate  of  conve-
nience  and  necessity  (CCN),  or  an  amendment  to  a  CCN,  for  a  new  
electric  transmission  facility  must  file  written  testimony  and  exhibits  
supporting  its  direct  case  on  the  same  date  that  the  application  is  filed  
with  the  commission.  

(8)  For  any  contested  case  that  is  not  a  major  rate  proceed-
ing  nor  a  CCN  or  CCN  amendment  proceeding  for  an  electric  transmis-
sion  facility,  the  applicant  is  not  required  to  prefile  written  testimony  
and  exhibits  at  the  time  the  filing  is  made  unless  otherwise  required  by  
statute  or  rule.  

(9)  The  times  for  prefiling  set  out  in  this  section  may  be  
modified  by  the  presiding  officer  upon  a  showing  of  good  cause.  

(10)  Late-filed  testimony  may  be  admitted  into  evidence  if  
the  testimony  is  necessary  for  a  full  disclosure  of  the  facts  and  admis-
sion  of  the  testimony  into  evidence  would  not  be  unduly  prejudicial  
to  the  legal  rights  of  any  party.  A  party  that  intends  to  offer  late-filed  
testimony  into  evidence  must,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  inform  the  
presiding  officer,  who  will  establish  reasonable  procedures  and  dead-
lines  regarding  such  testimony.  

(b)  Admission  of  prefiled  testimony.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  
by  the  presiding  officer,  direct  and  rebuttal  testimony  must  be  received  
in  written  form.  The  written  testimony  of  a  witness  on  direct  examina-
tion  or  rebuttal,  either  in  narrative  or  question  and  answer  form,  may  be  
received  as  an  exhibit  and  incorporated  into  the  record  without  the  writ-

ten  testimony  being  read  into  the  record.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  
the  presiding  officer,  a  witness  who  is  offering  written  testimony  must  
be  sworn  and  must  be  asked  whether  the  written  testimony  is  a  true  and  
accurate  representation  of  what  the  testimony  would  be  if  the  testimony  
were  to  be  given  orally  at  the  time  the  written  testimony  is  offered  into  
evidence.  The  witness  must  submit  to  cross-examination,  clarifying  
questions,  redirect  examination,  and  recross-examination,  unless  the  
right  to  cross-examine  the  witness  is  waived  by  all  parties  and  accepted  
by  the  presiding  officer.  The  presiding  officer  may  allow  substitution  
of  a  witness  or  voir  dire  examination  where  appropriate.  Written  tes-
timony  is  subject  to  the  same  evidentiary  objections  as  oral  testimony.  
Timely  prefiling  of  written  testimony  and  exhibits,  if  required  under  
this  section  or  by  order  of  the  presiding  officer,  is  a  prerequisite  for  ad-
mission  into  evidence.  

(c)  Supplementation  of  prefiled  testimony  and  exhibits.  Oral  
or  written  supplementation  of  prefiled  testimony  and  exhibits  may  be  
allowed  prior  to  or  during  the  hearing  provided  that  the  witness  is  avail-
able  for  cross-examination.  The  presiding  officer  may  exclude  such  
testimony  if  there  is  a  showing  that  the  supplemental  testimony  raises  
new  issues  or  unreasonably  deprives  opposing  parties  of  the  opportu-
nity  to  respond  to  the  supplemental  testimony.  The  presiding  officer  
may  admit  the  supplemental  testimony  and  grant  the  parties  time  to  re-
spond.  

(d)  Tender  and  service.  On  or  before  the  date  the  prefiled  writ-
ten  testimony  and  exhibits  are  due,  parties  must  file  such  testimony  and  
exhibits  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  §22.71  of  this  title  (re-
lating  to  Commission  Filing  Requirements  and  Procedures,  or  other  
commission  rule  or  order,  of  the  testimony  and  exhibits  with  Central  
Records  and  must  serve  a  copy  upon  each  party.  

(e)  Withdrawal  of  evidence.  Any  exhibit  offered  and  admitted  
in  evidence  may  not  be  withdrawn  except  with  the  agreement  of  all  
parties  and  approval  of  the  presiding  officer.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601222  
Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  October  3,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7044  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  M.  PROCEDURES  AND  
FILING  REQUIREMENTS  IN  PARTICULAR  
COMMISSION  PROCEEDINGS  
16  TAC  §§22.241,  22.244,  22.246  

The  amended  rules  are  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA  and  the  Texas  Water  Code:  PURA  §14.001  and  Texas  
Water  Code  §13.041(a),  which  provides  the  commission  the  
general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  
public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specif-
ically  designated  or  implied  by  PURA  that  is  necessary  and  
convenient  to  the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  PURA  
§14.002  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  provides  the  
commission  with  the  authority  to  make  adopt  and  enforce  rules  
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reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-
tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  
requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  
practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  
amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  
prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  
the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-
dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  
commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  
methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  
of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  
commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-
mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  
the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  
against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  
adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  
§15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  
the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  
violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  
administer  or  of  an  order,  ordinance,  or  rule  of  the  regulatory  
authority,  and  requires  the  commission  to,  for  a  reasonable  
period  preserve  information  about  each  complaint  filed  with  
the  commission  that  the  commission  has  authority  to  resolve;  
PURA  §17.157  which  authorizes  the  commission  to  resolve  
disputes  between  a  retail  customer  and  a  billing  utility,  service  
provider,  telecommunications  utility,  retail  electric  provider,  or  
electric  utility,  including  the  investigation  of  alleged  violations;  
PURA  Chapter  15,  Subchapter  B  §§15.021-15.033  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419  which  
collectively  establish  the  commission'  s  enforcement  authority  to  
enjoin,  investigate,  or  require  compliance  from  a  person  or  entity  
in  violation  or  alleged  violation  of  statute  or  commission  rules,  
including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  
administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  
C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  
ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  
also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  
of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  
the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-
mission  and  the  following  provisions  of  the  Texas  Government  
Code:  Texas  Government  Code  §§2001.004-007  and  Subchap-
ter  B  §§2001.021-2001.041  which  establish  general  rulemaking  
requirements  and  procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  for  
agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chap-
ter  2001,  Subchapter  C  §§2001.051-2001.062,  which  establish  
minimum  standards  of  uniform  practice  and  procedure  for  con-
tested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas,  including  
the  requirements  and  procedures  for  a  state  agency  to  examine  
the  record  in  a  contested  case  and  issue  proposals  for  decision;  
Texas  Government  Code,  Subchapter  D  §  2001.081-103,  which  
govern  the  usage  of  and  procedures  for  evidence,  witnesses  
and  discovery  for  contested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  
of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chapter  2001,  Subchapter  
F  §§2001.141-2001.147  which  establish  the  requirements  and  
procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  associated  with  the  
issuance  of  final  decisions  and  orders  by  a  state  agency  in  a  
contested  case,  including  the  procedures  for  prerequisites  to  
appeal  and  requirements  for  motions  for  rehearing.  
Cross  reference  to  statutes:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§§14.001,  14.002,  14.052,  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(a)  
and  (b);  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  §§12.201,  Chapter  15,  
Subchapter  B  15.021-15.033,  15.051,  17.157;  Chapter  33,  

Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  
13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  
567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-
ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  
B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  
Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  
§22.241.  Investigations.  

(a)  Commission  investigations.  

(1)  The  commission  may  at  any  time  institute  formal  in-
vestigations  on  its  own  motion,  or  the  motion  of  commission  staff,  into  
any  matter  within  the  commission's  jurisdiction.  Orders  and  pleadings  
initiating  investigations  will  specify  the  matters  to  be  investigated,  and  
will  be  served  upon  the  person  being  investigated.  

(2)  Notice  of  commission-instituted  investigations  of  spe-
cific  persons  subject  to  commission  regulation  and  investigative  pro-
ceedings  affecting  such  persons  as  a  class  will  be  served  upon  all  af-
fected  persons  under  investigation.  The  commission  will  post  notice  
with  the  Texas  Register  of  prehearing  conferences  and  hearings.  The  
presiding  officer  may  require  additional  notice.  

(b)  Show  cause  orders  in  complaint  proceeding.  The  presid-
ing  officer,  either  upon  his  or  her  own  motion  or  upon  receipt  of  writ-
ten  complaint,  may  at  any  time  after  appropriate  notice  has  been  given,  
summon  any  person  within  the  commission's  jurisdiction  to  appear  in  
a  public  hearing  and  show  cause  why  such  person  should  not  be  com-
pelled  to  comply  with  any  applicable  statute,  rule,  regulation,  or  general  
order  with  which  the  person  is  allegedly  not  in  compliance.  All  hear-
ings  in  such  show  cause  proceedings  will  be  conducted  in  accordance  
with  the  provisions  of  this  chapter.  

(c)  No  limitations.  Nothing  in  this  section  limits  the  commis-
sion's  authority  to  investigate  persons  subject  to  the  commission's  ju-
risdiction.  

§22.244.  Review  of  Municipal  Electric  Rate  Actions.  

(a)  Contents  of  petitions.  In  addition  to  any  information  re-
quired  by  statute,  petitions  for  review  of  municipal  rate  actions  filed  
under  PURA  §33.052  or  §§33.101  - 33.104  must  contain  the  original  
petition  for  review  with  the  required  signatures  and  following  addi-
tional  information.  

(1)  Each  signature  page  of  a  petition  must  contain  in  legible  
form  above  the  signatures  the  following:  

(A)  A  statement  that  the  petition  is  an  appeal  of  a  spe-
cific  rate  action  of  the  municipality  in  question;  

(B)  The  date  of  and  a  concise  description  of  that  rate  
action;  

(C)  A  statement  designating  a  specific  individual,  group  
of  individuals,  or  organization  as  the  signatories'  authorized  represen-
tative;  and  

(D)  A  statement  that  the  designated  representative  is  au-
thorized  to  represent  the  signatories  in  all  proceedings  before  the  com-
mission  and  appropriate  courts  of  law  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  to  
represent  the  signatories  in  those  proceedings.  

(2)  The  printed  or  typed  name,  telephone  number,  street  or  
rural  route  address,  and  if  available,  the  email  address  and  facsimile  
transmission  number  of  each  signatory  must  be  provided.  Post  office  
box  numbers  are  not  sufficient.  In  appeals  relating  to  PURA  §§33.101  
- 33.104,  the  petition  must  list  the  address  of  the  location  where  service  
is  received  if  the  address  differs  from  the  residential  address  of  the  
signatory.  
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(b)  Signatures.  A  signature  must  be  counted  only  once,  re-
gardless  of  the  number  of  bills  the  signatory  receives.  The  signature  
must  be  of  the  person  in  whose  name  service  is  provided  or  such  per-
son's  spouse.  The  signature  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  in-
dicating  whether  the  signatory  is  appealing  the  municipal  rate  action  
as  a  qualified  voter  of  that  municipality  under  PURA  §33.052,  or  as  a  
customer  of  the  municipality  served  outside  the  municipal  limits  under  
PURA  §§33.101  - 33.104.  

(c)  Validity  of  petition  and  correction  of  deficiencies.  The  pe-
tition  must  include  all  of  the  information  required  by  this  section,  leg-
ibly  written,  for  each  signature  in  order  for  the  signature  to  be  deemed  
valid.  The  presiding  officer  may  allow  the  petitioner  a  reasonable  time  
of  up  to  30  days  from  the  date  any  deficiencies  are  identified  to  cure  
any  defects  in  the  petition.  

(d)  Verification  of  petition.  Unless  otherwise  provided  by  or-
der  of  the  presiding  officer,  the  following  procedures  must  be  followed  
to  verify  petitions  appealing  municipal  rate  actions  filed  under  PURA  
§33.052  and  §§33.101  - 33.104.  

(1)  Within  15  days  of  the  filing  of  an  appeal  of  a  municipal  
rate  action,  the  Office  of  Policy  and  Docket  Management  must  send  a  
copy  of  the  petition  to  the  respondent  municipality  with  a  directive  that  
the  municipality  verify  the  signatures  on  the  petition.  

(2)  Within  30  days  after  receipt  of  the  petition  from  the  Of-
fice  of  Policy  and  Docket  Management,  the  municipality  must  file  with  
the  commission  a  statement  of  review,  together  with  a  supporting  writ-
ten  affidavit  sworn  to  by  a  municipal  official.  

(3)  The  period  for  the  municipality's  review  of  the  signa-
tures  on  the  petition  may  be  extended  by  the  presiding  officer  for  good  
cause.  

(4)  Failure  of  the  municipality  to  timely  submit  the  state-
ment  of  review  must  result  in  all  signatures  being  deemed  valid,  unless  
any  signature  is  otherwise  shown  to  be  invalid  or  is  invalid  on  its  face.  

(5)  Objections  by  the  municipality  to  the  authenticity  of  
signatures  must  be  set  out  in  its  statement  of  review  and  will  be  re-
solved  by  the  presiding  officer.  

(e)  Disputes.  Any  dispute  over  the  sufficiency  or  legibility  of  
a  petition  will  be  resolved  by  the  presiding  officer  by  interim  order.  

§22.246.  Administrative  Penalties.  

(a)  Scope.  This  section  addresses  enforcement  actions  related  
to  administrative  penalties  or  disgorgement  of  excess  revenues  only  
and  does  not  apply  to  any  other  enforcement  actions  that  may  be  un-
dertaken  by  the  commission  or  commission  staff.  

(b)  Definitions.  The  following  words  and  terms,  when  used  in  
this  section,  have  the  following  meanings  unless  the  context  indicates  
otherwise:  

(1)  Affected  wholesale  electric  market  participant--An  en-
tity,  including  a  retail  electric  provider  (REP),  municipally  owned  util-
ity  (MOU),  or  electric  cooperative,  that  sells  energy  to  retail  customers  
and  served  load  during  the  period  of  the  violation.  

(2)  Excess  revenue--As  defined  in  §25.503  of  this  title  (re-
lating  to  Oversight  of  Wholesale  Market  Participants).  

(3)  Executive  director--The  executive  director  of  the  com-
mission  or  the  executive  director's  designee.  

(4)  Person--Includes  a  natural  person,  partnership  of  two  or  
more  persons  having  a  joint  or  common  interest,  mutual  or  cooperative  
association,  and  corporation.  

(5)  Violation--Any  activity  or  conduct  prohibited  by  the  
Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA),  the  Texas  Water  Code  (TWC),  
commission  rule,  or  commission  order.  

(6)  Continuing  violation--Except  for  a  violation  of  PURA  
chapter  17,  55,  or  64,  and  commission  rules  or  commission  orders  
adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters,  any  instance  in  which  the  per-
son  alleged  to  have  committed  a  violation  attests  that  a  violation  has  
been  remedied  and  was  accidental  or  inadvertent  and  subsequent  in-
vestigation  reveals  that  the  violation  has  not  been  remedied  or  was  not  
accidental  or  inadvertent.  

(c)  Amount  of  administrative  penalty  for  violations  of  PURA  
or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  under  PURA.  

(1)  Each  day  a  violation  continues  or  occurs  is  a  separate  
violation  for  which  an  administrative  penalty  can  be  levied,  regardless  
of  the  status  of  any  administrative  procedures  that  are  initiated  under  
this  subsection.  

(2)  The  administrative  penalty  for  each  separate  violation  
of  PURA  or  of  a  rule  or  order  adopted  under  PURA  may  not  exceed  the  
limits  established  by  §25.8  of  this  title  (relating  to  Classification  Sys-
tem  for  Violations  of  Statutes,  Rules,  and  Orders  Applicable  to  Electric  
Service  Providers).  

(3)  The  amount  of  the  administrative  penalty  must  be  based  
on:  

(A)  the  seriousness  of  the  violation,  including  the  na-
ture,  circumstances,  extent,  and  gravity  of  any  prohibited  acts,  and  the  
hazard  or  potential  hazard  created  to  the  health,  safety,  or  economic  
welfare  of  the  public;  

(B)  the  economic  harm  to  property  or  the  environment  
caused  by  the  violation;  

(C)  the  history  of  previous  violations;  

(D)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  

(E)  efforts  to  correct  the  violation;  

(F)  adherence  to  an  applicable  voluntary  mitigation  
plan  approved  by  the  commission  under  §25.504  of  this  title  (relating  
to  Wholesale  Market  Power  in  the  Electric  Reliability  Council  of  
Texas  Power  Region);  and  

(G)  any  other  matter  that  justice  may  require,  including,  
but  not  limited  to,  the  respondent's  timely  compliance  with  requests  for  
information,  completeness  of  responses,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  
respondent  has  cooperated  with  the  commission  during  the  investiga-
tion  of  the  alleged  violation.  

(d)  Amount  of  administrative  penalty  for  violations  of  the  
TWC  or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  under  chapter  13  of  the  TWC.  

(1)  Each  day  a  violation  continues  may  be  considered  a  
separate  violation  for  which  an  administrative  penalty  can  be  levied,  
regardless  of  the  status  of  any  administrative  procedures  that  are  initi-
ated  under  this  subsection.  

(2)  The  administrative  penalty  for  each  separate  violation  
may  be  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $5,000  per  day.  

(3)  The  amount  of  the  penalty  must  be  based  on:  

(A)  the  nature,  circumstances,  extent,  duration,  and  
gravity  of  the  prohibited  acts  or  omissions;  

(B)  the  degree  of  culpability,  including  whether  the  vio-
lation  was  attributable  to  mechanical  or  electrical  failures  and  whether  
the  violation  could  have  been  reasonably  anticipated  and  avoided;  
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(C)  the  demonstrated  good  faith,  including  actions  
taken  by  the  person,  affiliated  interest,  or  entity  to  correct  the  cause  of  
the  violation;  

(D)  any  economic  benefit  gained  through  the  violations;  

(E)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  and  

(F)  any  other  matters  that  justice  requires.  

(e)  Initiation  of  investigation.  Upon  receiving  an  allegation  
of  a  violation  or  of  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  
determine  whether  an  investigation  should  be  initiated.  

(f)  Report  of  violation  or  continuing  violation.  If,  based  on  the  
investigation  undertaken  in  accordance  with  subsection  (e)  of  this  sec-
tion,  the  executive  director  determines  that  a  violation  or  a  continuing  
violation  has  occurred,  the  executive  director  may  issue  a  report  to  the  
commission.  

(1)  Contents  of  the  report.  The  report  must  state  the  facts  
on  which  the  determination  is  based  and  a  recommendation  on  the  
imposition  of  an  administrative  penalty,  including  a  recommendation  
on  the  amount  of  the  administrative  penalty  and,  if  applicable  under  
§25.503  of  this  title,  a  recommendation  that  excess  revenue  be  dis-
gorged.  

(2)  Notice  of  report.  

(A)  Within  14  days  after  the  report  is  issued,  the  execu-
tive  director  will  give  written  notice  of  the  report  to  the  person  who  is  
alleged  to  have  committed  the  violation  or  continuing  violation  which  
is  the  subject  of  the  report.  The  notice  must  be  given  by  regular  mail,  
certified  mail,  or  email  to  the  mailing  address  or  email  address  main-
tained  in  the  commission's  records.  If  no  such  addresses  exist,  the  ex-
ecutive  director  or  executive  director's  designee  will  make  reasonable  
efforts  to  notify  the  person  who  is  alleged  to  have  committed  the  vio-
lation.  

(B)  For  violations  of  the  TWC  or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  
under  chapter  13  of  the  TWC,  within  ten  days  after  the  report  is  issued,  
the  executive  director  will,  by  certified  mail,  return  receipt  requested,  
give  written  notice  of  the  report  to  the  person  who  is  alleged  to  have  
committed  the  violation  or  continuing  violation  which  is  the  subject  of  
the  report.  

(C)  The  notice  must  include:  

(i)  a  brief  summary  of  the  alleged  violation  or  con-
tinuing  violation;  

(ii)  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  recommended  
administrative  penalty;  

(iii)  a  statement  recommending  disgorgement  of  ex-
cess  revenue,  if  applicable,  under  §25.503  of  this  title;  

(iv)  a  statement  that  the  person  who  is  alleged  to  
have  committed  the  violation  or  continuing  violation  has  a  right  to  a  
hearing  on  the  occurrence  of  the  violation  or  continuing  violation,  the  
amount  of  the  administrative  penalty,  or  both  the  occurrence  of  the  vi-
olation  or  continuing  violation  and  the  amount  of  the  administrative  
penalty;  

(v)  a  copy  of  the  report  issued  to  the  commission  un-
der  this  subsection;  and  

(vi)  a  copy  of  this  section,  §22.246  of  this  title  (re-
lating  to  Administrative  Penalties).  

(D)  If  the  commission  sends  written  notice  to  a  person  
by  mail  addressed  to  the  person's  mailing  address  as  maintained  in  the  
commission's  records,  the  person  is  deemed  to  have  received  notice:  

(i)  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  date  that  the  commission  
sent  the  written  notice,  for  notice  sent  by  regular  mail;  or  

(ii)  on  the  date  the  written  notice  is  received  or  de-
livery  is  refused,  for  notice  sent  by  certified  mail.  

(g)  Options  for  response  to  notice  of  violation  or  continuing  
violation.  

(1)  Opportunity  to  remedy.  

(A)  This  paragraph  does  not  apply  to  a  violation  of  
PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  PURA  §35.0021  or  §38.075;  or  chapter  
13  of  the  TWC;  or  of  a  commission  rule  or  commission  order  adopted  
or  issued  under  those  chapters  or  sections.  

(B)  Within  40  days  of  the  date  of  receipt  of  a  notice  of  
violation  set  out  in  subsection  (f)(2)  of  this  section,  the  person  against  
whom  the  administrative  penalty  or  disgorgement  may  be  assessed  may  
file  with  the  commission  proof  that  the  alleged  violation  has  been  reme-
died  and  that  the  alleged  violation  was  accidental  or  inadvertent.  A  per-
son  who  claims  to  have  remedied  an  alleged  violation  has  the  burden  
of  proving  to  the  commission  both  that  an  alleged  violation  was  reme-
died  before  the  31st  day  after  the  date  the  person  received  the  report  of  
violation  and  that  the  alleged  violation  was  accidental  or  inadvertent.  
Proof  that  an  alleged  violation  has  been  remedied  and  that  the  alleged  
violation  was  accidental  or  inadvertent  must  be  evidenced  in  writing,  
under  oath,  and  supported  by  necessary  documentation.  

(C)  If  the  executive  director  determines  that  the  alleged  
violation  has  been  remedied,  was  remedied  within  30  days,  and  that  
the  alleged  violation  was  accidental  or  inadvertent,  no  administrative  
penalty  will  be  assessed  against  the  person  who  is  alleged  to  have  com-
mitted  the  violation.  

(D)  If  the  executive  director  determines  that  the  alleged  
violation  was  not  remedied  or  was  not  accidental  or  inadvertent,  the  
executive  director  will  make  a  determination  as  to  what  further  pro-
ceedings  are  necessary.  

(E)  If  the  executive  director  determines  that  the  alleged  
violation  is  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  institute  
further  proceedings,  including  referral  of  the  matter  for  hearing  under  
subsection  (i)  of  this  section.  

(2)  Payment  of  administrative  penalty,  disgorged  excess  
revenue,  or  both.  Within  20  days  after  the  date  the  person  receives  
the  notice  set  out  in  subsection  (f)(2)  of  this  section,  the  person  may  
accept  the  determination  and  recommended  administrative  penalty  
and,  if  applicable,  the  recommended  excess  revenue  to  be  disgorged  
through  a  written  statement  sent  to  the  executive  director.  If  this  
option  is  selected,  the  person  must  take  all  corrective  action  required  
by  the  commission.  The  commission  by  written  order  will  approve  the  
determination  and  impose  the  recommended  administrative  penalty  
and,  if  applicable,  recommended  disgorged  excess  revenue  or  order  a  
hearing  on  the  determination  and  the  recommended  penalty.  

(3)  Request  for  hearing.  Not  later  than  the  20th  day  after  
the  date  the  person  receives  the  notice  set  out  in  subsection  (f)(2)  of  
this  section,  the  person  may  submit  to  the  executive  director  a  written  
request  for  a  hearing  on  any  or  all  of  the  following:  

(A)  the  occurrence  of  the  violation  or  continuing  viola-
tion;  

(B)  the  amount  of  the  administrative  penalty;  and  

(C)  the  amount  of  disgorged  excess  revenue,  if  applica-
ble.  
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(4)  Failure  to  respond.  If  the  person  fails  to  timely  respond  
to  the  notice  set  out  in  subsection  (f)(2)  of  this  section,  the  commission  
by  order  will  approve  the  determination  and  impose  the  recommended  
penalty  or  order  a  hearing  on  the  determination  and  the  recommended  
penalty.  

(5)  Opportunity  to  remedy  a  weather  preparedness  viola-
tion.  

(A)  This  paragraph  applies  to  a  violation  of  PURA  
§35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commission  rule  or  order  adopted  or  issued  
under  those  sections.  

(B)  PURA  §15.024(c),  as  written,  does  not  apply  to  a  
violation  of  PURA  §35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commission  rule  or  order  
adopted  or  issued  under  those  sections.  This  paragraph  implements  
PURA  §15.024(c),  as  modified  by  PURA  §15.023(a),  §35.0021(g),  and  
§38.075(d),  for  violations  of  PURA  §35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commis-
sion  rule  or  order  adopted  or  issued  under  those  sections.  

(C)  The  commission  may  impose  an  administrative  
penalty  against  an  entity  regulated  under  PURA  §35.0021  or  §38.075  
that  violates  those  sections,  or  a  commission  rule  or  order  adopted  
under  those  sections,  except:  

(i)  the  commission  will  assess  a  penalty  for  a  viola-
tion  of  PURA  §35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commission  rule  adopted  under  
those  sections  if  the  entity  against  which  the  penalty  may  be  assessed  
does  not  remedy  the  violation  within  a  reasonable  amount  of  time;  and,  

(ii)  the  commission  will  not  assess  a  penalty  for  a  
violation  of  PURA  §35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commission  rule  or  order  
adopted  or  issued  under  those  sections  if  the  violation  was  accidental  or  
inadvertent,  and  the  entity  against  which  the  penalty  may  be  assessed  
remedies  the  violation  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time.  

(D)  For  purposes  of  this  paragraph,  the  following  pro-
visions  apply  unless  a  provision  conflicts  with  a  commission  rule  or  
order  adopted  under  PURA  §35.0021  or  §38.075,  in  which  case,  the  
commission  rule  or  order  applies.  

(i)  Not  all  violations  to  which  this  paragraph  applies  
can  be  remedied.  Subparagraph  (C)(i)  and  (ii)  of  this  paragraph  do  not  
apply  to  a  violation  that  cannot  be  remedied.  

(ii)  For  purposes  of  subparagraph  (C)(i)  and  (ii)  of  
this  paragraph,  an  entity  that  claims  to  have  remedied  an  alleged  viola-
tion  and,  if  applicable,  that  the  alleged  violation  was  accidental  or  in-
advertent  has  the  burden  of  proving  its  claim  to  the  commission.  Proof  
that  an  alleged  violation  has  been  remedied  and,  if  applicable,  that  the  
alleged  violation  was  accidental  or  inadvertent  must  be  evidenced  in  
writing,  under  oath,  and  supported  by  necessary  documentation.  

(iii)  An  entity  that  remedies  a  violation  that  is  dis-
covered  during  an  inspection  by  the  independent  organization  certified  
under  PURA  §39.151  for  the  ERCOT  power  region  prior  to  the  dead-
line  provided  to  that  entity  by  the  independent  organization  in  accor-
dance  with  PURA  §35.0021  or  §38.075  is  deemed  to  have  remedied  
that  violation  in  a  reasonable  period  of  time.  

(iv)  If  the  independent  organization  certified  under  
PURA  §39.151  has  not  provided  an  entity  with  a  deadline,  the  execu-
tive  director  will  determine  whether  the  deadline  can  be  remedied  and,  
if  so,  the  deadline  for  remedying  a  violation  within  a  reasonable  pe-
riod  of  time.  The  executive  director  will  provide  the  entity  with  writ-
ten  notice  of  the  violation  and  the  deadline  for  remedying  the  violation  
within  a  reasonable  period  of  time.  This  notice  does  not  constitute  no-
tice  under  subsection  (f)(2)  of  this  section  unless  it  fulfills  the  other  
requirements  of  that  subsection.  However,  the  provisions  of  subsec-
tion  (f)(2)(D)  of  this  section  apply  to  notice  under  this  clause.  

(v)  The  executive  director  will  determine  if  and  
when  a  report  should  be  issued  to  the  commission  under  subsection  
(f)  of  this  section  and  will  make  a  determination  as  to  what  further  
proceedings  are  necessary.  

(vi)  If  the  executive  director  determines  that  the  al-
leged  violation  was  not  remedied  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  or  
is  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  issue  a  report  to  
the  commission  under  subsection  (f)  of  this  section  and  will  institute  
further  proceedings,  including  referral  of  the  matter  for  hearing  under  
subsection  (i)  of  this  section.  

(vii)  If  the  commission  determines  that  the  deadline  
for  remedying  a  violation  provided  by  the  independent  organization  
certified  under  PURA  §39.151  or  determined  by  the  executive  direc-
tor  is  unreasonable,  the  commission  will  determine  what  the  deadline  
should  have  been.  The  commission  will  use  this  updated  deadline  to  
determine  the  applicability  of  subparagraph  (C)(i)  and  (ii)  of  this  para-
graph  and,  if  appropriate,  as  a  factor  in  determining  the  magnitude  of  
administrative  penalty  to  impose  against  the  entity  for  the  violation.  

(h)  Settlement  conference.  A  settlement  conference  may  be  
requested  by  any  party  to  discuss  the  occurrence  of  the  violation  or  con-
tinuing  violation,  the  amount  of  the  administrative  penalty,  disgorged  
excess  revenue  if  applicable,  and  the  possibility  of  reaching  a  settle-
ment  prior  to  hearing.  A  settlement  conference  is  not  subject  to  the  
Texas  Rules  of  Evidence  or  the  Texas  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure;  how-
ever,  the  discussions  are  subject  to  Texas  Rules  of  Civil  Evidence  408,  
concerning  compromise  and  offers  to  compromise.  

(1)  If  a  settlement  is  reached:  

(A)  the  parties  must  file  a  report  with  the  executive  di-
rector  setting  forth  the  factual  basis  for  the  settlement;  

(B)  the  executive  director  will  issue  the  report  of  settle-
ment  to  the  commission;  and  

(C)  the  commission  by  written  order  will  approve  the  
settlement.  

(2)  If  a  settlement  is  reached  after  the  matter  has  been  re-
ferred  to  SOAH,  the  matter  will  be  returned  to  the  commission.  If  the  
settlement  is  approved,  the  commission  will  issue  an  order  memorial-
izing  commission  approval  and  setting  forth  commission  orders  asso-
ciated  with  the  settlement  agreement.  

(i)  Hearing.  If  a  person  requests  a  hearing  under  subsection  
(g)(3)  of  this  section,  or  the  commission  orders  a  hearing  under  subsec-
tion  (g)(4)  of  this  section,  the  commission  will  refer  the  case  to  SOAH  
under  §22.207  of  this  title  (relating  to  Referral  to  State  Office  of  Ad-
ministrative  Hearings)  and  give  notice  of  the  referral  to  the  person.  For  
violations  of  the  TWC  or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  under  chapter  13  of  the  
TWC,  if  the  person  charged  with  the  violation  fails  to  timely  respond  
to  the  notice,  the  commission  by  order  will  assess  the  recommended  
penalty  or  order  a  hearing  to  be  held  on  the  findings  and  recommen-
dations  in  the  report.  If  the  commission  orders  a  hearing,  the  case  will  
then  proceed  as  set  forth  in  paragraphs  (1)  - (5)  of  this  subsection.  

(1)  The  commission  will  provide  the  SOAH  administrative  
law  judge  a  list  of  issues  or  areas  that  must  be  addressed.  

(2)  The  hearing  must  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  
provisions  of  this  chapter  and  notice  of  the  hearing  must  be  provided  
in  accordance  with  the  Administrative  Procedure  Act.  

(3)  The  SOAH  administrative  law  judge  will  promptly  is-
sue  to  the  commission  a  proposal  for  decision,  including  findings  of  
fact  and  conclusions  of  law,  about:  
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(A)  the  occurrence  of  the  alleged  violation  or  continu-
ing  violation;  

(B)  whether  the  alleged  violation  was  cured  and  was  ac-
cidental  or  inadvertent  for  a  violation  of  any  chapter  other  than  PURA  
chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  of  a  commission  rule  or  commission  order  
adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters;  or  of  chapter  13  of  the  TWC;  
and  

(C)  the  amount  of  the  proposed  administrative  penalty  
and,  if  applicable,  disgorged  excess  revenue.  

(4)  Based  on  the  SOAH  administrative  law  judge's  pro-
posal  for  decision,  the  commission  may:  

(A)  determine  that  a  violation  or  continuing  violation  
has  occurred  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  and,  if  applicable,  
disgorged  excess  revenue;  

(B)  if  applicable,  determine  that  a  violation  occurred  
but  that,  as  permitted  by  subsection  (g)(1)  of  this  section,  the  person  
remedied  the  violation  within  30  days  and  proved  that  the  violation  
was  accidental  or  inadvertent,  and  that  no  administrative  penalty  will  
be  imposed;  or  

(C)  determine  that  no  violation  or  continuing  violation  
has  occurred.  

(5)  Notice  of  the  commission's  order  issued  under  para-
graph  (4)  of  this  subsection  must  be  provided  under  the  Government  
Code,  chapter  2001  and  §22.263  of  this  title  (relating  to  Final  Orders)  
and  must  include  a  statement  that  the  person  has  a  right  to  judicial  re-
view  of  the  order.  

(j)  Parties  to  a  proceeding.  The  parties  to  a  proceeding  under  
chapter  15  of  PURA  relating  to  administrative  penalties  or  disgorge-
ment  of  excess  revenue  will  be  limited  to  the  person  who  is  alleged  to  
have  committed  the  violation  or  continuing  violation  and  the  commis-
sion,  including  the  independent  market  monitor.  This  does  not  apply  
to  a  subsequent  proceeding  under  subsection  (k)  of  this  section.  

(k)  Distribution  of  Disgorged  Excess  Revenues.  Disgorged  
excess  revenues  must  be  remitted  to  an  independent  organization,  as  de-
fined  in  PURA  §39.151.  The  independent  organization  must  distribute  
the  excess  revenue  to  affected  wholesale  electric  market  participants  in  
proportion  to  their  load  during  the  intervals  when  the  violation  occurred  
to  be  used  to  reduce  costs  or  fees  incurred  by  retail  electric  customers.  
However,  if  the  commission  determines  other  wholesale  electric  mar-
ket  participants  are  affected  or  a  different  distribution  method  is  ap-
propriate,  the  commission  may  direct  the  independent  organization  to  
distribute  the  excess  revenue  to  affected  wholesale  market  participants  
using  a  different  distribution  method  in  the  same  or  a  subsequent  pro-
ceeding.  

(1)  No  later  than  90  days  after  the  disgorged  excess  rev-
enues  are  remitted  to  the  independent  organization,  the  monies  must  
be  distributed  to  affected  wholesale  electric  market  participants  active  
at  the  time  of  distribution,  or  the  independent  organization  must,  by  
that  date,  notify  the  commission  of  the  date  by  which  the  funds  will  be  
distributed.  The  independent  organization  must  include  with  the  dis-
tributed  monies  a  communication  that  explains  the  docket  number  in  
which  the  commission  ordered  the  disgorged  excess  revenues,  an  in-
struction  that  the  monies  must  be  used  to  reduce  costs  or  fees  incurred  
by  retail  electric  customers,  and  any  other  information  the  commission  
orders.  

(2)  The  commission  may  require  any  affected  wholesale  
electric  market  participants  receiving  disgorged  funds  to  demonstrate  
how  the  funds  were  used  to  reduce  the  costs  or  fees  incurred  by  retail  
electric  customers.  

(3)  Any  affected  wholesale  electric  market  participant  re-
ceiving  disgorged  funds  that  is  affiliated  with  the  person  from  whom  the  
excess  revenue  is  disgorged  must  distribute  all  of  the  disgorged  excess  
revenues  directly  to  its  retail  customers  and  must  provide  certification  
under  oath  to  the  commission.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601223  
Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  October  3,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7044  

♦  ♦  ♦  
16  TAC  §22.248  

The  repeal  is  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA  
and  the  Texas  Water  Code:  PURA  §14.001  and  Texas  Water  
Code  §13.041(a),  which  provides  the  commission  the  general  
power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  public  
utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specifically  des-
ignated  or  implied  by  PURA  that  is  necessary  and  convenient  
to  the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  PURA  §14.002  
and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  provides  the  commis-
sion  with  the  authority  to  make  adopt  and  enforce  rules  reason-
ably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdiction;  PURA  
§14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  requires  the  
commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  practice  and  
procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  repeal  is  also  
adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  
which  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  and  publicize  informa-
tion  of  public  interest  describing  the  functions  of  the  commission  
and  the  commission's  procedures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  
with  and  resolved  by  the  commission  and  requires  the  commis-
sion  to,  by  rule,  establish  methods  by  which  consumers  and  ser-
vice  recipients  are  notified  of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  
telephone  number  of  the  commission  for  the  purpose  of  direct-
ing  complaints  to  the  commission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  pro-
vides  the  commission  with  the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  
administrative  penalty  against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  
PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  by  the  commission  in  accor-
dance  with  PURA;  PURA  §15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  
person  to  complain  to  the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  
violation  or  claimed  violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  author-
ity  has  jurisdiction  to  administer  or  of  an  order,  ordinance,  or  rule  
of  the  regulatory  authority,  and  requires  the  commission  to,  for  
a  reasonable  period  preserve  information  about  each  complaint  
filed  with  the  commission  that  the  commission  has  authority  to  
resolve;  PURA  §17.157  which  authorizes  the  commission  to  re-
solve  disputes  between  a  retail  customer  and  a  billing  utility,  ser-
vice  provider,  telecommunications  utility,  retail  electric  provider,  
or  electric  utility,  including  the  investigation  of  alleged  violations;  
PURA  Chapter  15,  Subchapter  B  §§15.021-15.033  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419  which  
collectively  establish  the  commission'  s  enforcement  authority  
to  enjoin,  investigate,  or  require  compliance  from  a  person  or  
entity  in  violation  or  alleged  violation  of  statute  or  commission  
rules,  including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  as-
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sess  administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchap-
ter  C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  
ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  
also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  
of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  
the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-
mission  and  the  following  provisions  of  the  Texas  Government  
Code:  Texas  Government  Code  §§2001.004-007  and  Subchap-
ter  B  §§2001.021-2001.041  which  establish  general  rulemaking  
requirements  and  procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  for  
agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chap-
ter  2001,  Subchapter  C  §§2001.051-2001.062,  which  establish  
minimum  standards  of  uniform  practice  and  procedure  for  con-
tested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas,  including  
the  requirements  and  procedures  for  a  state  agency  to  examine  
the  record  in  a  contested  case  and  issue  proposals  for  decision;  
Texas  Government  Code,  Subchapter  D  §  2001.081-103,  which  
govern  the  usage  of  and  procedures  for  evidence,  witnesses  
and  discovery  for  contested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  
of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chapter  2001,  Subchapter  
F  §§2001.141-2001.147  which  establish  the  requirements  and  
procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  associated  with  the  is-
suance  of  final  decisions  and  orders  by  a  state  agency  in  a  con-
tested  case,  including  the  procedures  for  prerequisites  to  appeal  
and  requirements  for  motions  for  rehearing.  
Cross  reference  to  statutes:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§§14.001,  14.002,  14.052,  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(a)  
and  (b);  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  §§12.201,  Chapter  15,  
Subchapter  B  15.021-15.033,  15.051,  17.157;  Chapter  33,  
Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  
13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  
567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-
ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  
B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  
Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601226  
Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  October  3,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7044  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  N.  DECISION  AND  ORDERS  
16  TAC  §§22.261  - 22.264  

The  amended  rules  are  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA  and  the  Texas  Water  Code:  PURA  §14.001  and  Texas  
Water  Code  §13.041(a),  which  provides  the  commission  the  
general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  
public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specif-
ically  designated  or  implied  by  PURA  that  is  necessary  and  
convenient  to  the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  PURA  
§14.002  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  provides  the  
commission  with  the  authority  to  make  adopt  and  enforce  rules  

reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-
tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  
requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  
practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  
amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  
prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  
the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-
dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  
commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  
methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  
of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  
commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-
mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  
the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  
against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  
adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  
§15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  
the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  
violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  
administer  or  of  an  order,  ordinance,  or  rule  of  the  regulatory  
authority,  and  requires  the  commission  to,  for  a  reasonable  
period  preserve  information  about  each  complaint  filed  with  
the  commission  that  the  commission  has  authority  to  resolve;  
PURA  §17.157  which  authorizes  the  commission  to  resolve  
disputes  between  a  retail  customer  and  a  billing  utility,  service  
provider,  telecommunications  utility,  retail  electric  provider,  or  
electric  utility,  including  the  investigation  of  alleged  violations;  
PURA  Chapter  15,  Subchapter  B  §§15.021-15.033  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419  which  
collectively  establish  the  commission'  s  enforcement  authority  to  
enjoin,  investigate,  or  require  compliance  from  a  person  or  entity  
in  violation  or  alleged  violation  of  statute  or  commission  rules,  
including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  
administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  
C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  
ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  
also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  
of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  
the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-
mission  and  the  following  provisions  of  the  Texas  Government  
Code:  Texas  Government  Code  §§2001.004-007  and  Subchap-
ter  B  §§2001.021-2001.041  which  establish  general  rulemaking  
requirements  and  procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  for  
agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chap-
ter  2001,  Subchapter  C  §§2001.051-2001.062,  which  establish  
minimum  standards  of  uniform  practice  and  procedure  for  con-
tested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas,  including  
the  requirements  and  procedures  for  a  state  agency  to  examine  
the  record  in  a  contested  case  and  issue  proposals  for  decision;  
Texas  Government  Code,  Subchapter  D  §  2001.081-103,  which  
govern  the  usage  of  and  procedures  for  evidence,  witnesses  
and  discovery  for  contested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  
of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chapter  2001,  Subchapter  
F  §§2001.141-2001.147  which  establish  the  requirements  and  
procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  associated  with  the  
issuance  of  final  decisions  and  orders  by  a  state  agency  in  a  
contested  case,  including  the  procedures  for  prerequisites  to  
appeal  and  requirements  for  motions  for  rehearing.  
Cross  reference  to  statutes:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§§14.001,  14.002,  14.052,  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(a)  
and  (b);  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  §§12.201,  Chapter  15,  
Subchapter  B  15.021-15.033,  15.051,  17.157;  Chapter  33,  
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Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  
13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  
567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-
ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  
B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  
Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  
§22.261.  Proposals  for  Decision.  

(a)  Requirement  and  Contents  of  Proposal  for  Decision.  In  a  
contested  case,  if  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  has  not  heard  the  
case  or  read  the  record,  the  commission  may  not  issue  a  final  order,  if  
adverse  to  a  party  other  than  the  Commission,  until  a  proposal  for  deci-
sion  is  served  on  all  parties.  The  proposal  for  decision  will  be  prepared  
by  the  presiding  officer  who  conducted  the  hearing  or  who  have  read  
the  record.  The  proposal  for  decision  will  include  a  proposed  final  or-
der,  a  statement  of  the  reasons  for  the  proposed  decision,  and  proposed  
findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  in  support  of  the  proposed  final  
order.  Any  party  may  file  exceptions  to  the  proposed  decision  in  ac-
cordance  with  subsection  (d)  of  this  section.  The  presiding  officer  may  
supplement  or  amend  a  proposal  for  decision  in  response  to  the  excep-
tions  or  replies  submitted  by  the  parties  or  upon  the  presiding  officer's  
own  motion.  Making  corrections  or  minor  revisions  of  a  proposal  for  
decision  is  not  considered  issuance  of  an  amended  or  supplemental  pro-
posal  for  decision.  

(b)  Procedures  Regarding  Proposed  Orders.  If  the  presiding  
officer's  recommendation  is  not  adverse  to  any  party,  the  recommen-
dation  may  be  made  through  a  proposed  order  containing  findings  of  
fact  and  conclusions  of  law.  The  proposed  order  must  be  served  on  all  
parties,  and  the  commission  counsel  or  presiding  officer  will  establish  
a  deadline  for  submitting  proposed  corrections  or  clarifications.  

(c)  Findings  and  Conclusions.  The  commission  counsel  or  
presiding  officer  may  direct  or  authorize  the  parties  to  draft  and  submit  
proposed  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law.  The  commission  is  
not  required  to  rule  on  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  that  are  
not  required  or  authorized.  

(d)  Exceptions  and  Replies.  

(1)  Who  may  file.  Any  party  may  file  exceptions  to  the  
proposal  for  decision  within  the  time  period  specified  by  commission  
counsel  or  the  presiding  officer.  If  any  party  files  exceptions,  the  op-
portunity  will  be  afforded  to  all  parties  to  respond  within  a  time  period  
set  by  the  commission  counsel  or  presiding  officer.  Replies  may  only  
be  filed  in  response  to  filed  exceptions.  

(2)  Presentation.  The  presiding  officer  or  commission  
counsel  may  require  that  issues  be  addressed  in  a  specified  order  or  
according  to  a  specified  format.  Proposed  findings  and  conclusions  
may  be  submitted  in  conjunction  with  exceptions  and  replies.  The  
evidence  and  law  relied  upon  will  be  stated  with  particularity,  and  
any  evidence  or  arguments  relied  upon  will  be  grouped  under  the  
exceptions  or  replies  to  which  they  relate.  

(3)  Request  for  Extension.  A  request  for  extension  of  time  
within  which  to  file  exceptions  or  replies  must  be  filed  with  Central  
Records  and  served  on  all  parties.  The  presiding  officer  or  commission  
counsel  may  allow  additional  time  for  good  cause  shown.  If  additional  
time  is  allowed  for  exceptions,  reasonable  additional  time  will  be  al-
lowed  for  replies.  

§22.262.  Commission  Action  After  a  Proposal  for  Decision.  
(a)  Commission  Action.  The  commission  may  change  a  find-

ing  of  fact  or  conclusion  of  law  made  by  the  administrative  law  judge  
or  vacate  or  modify  an  order  issued  by  the  administrative  law  judge  
only  if  the  commission:  

(1)  determines  that  the  administrative  law  judge:  

(A)  did  not  properly  apply  or  interpret  applicable  law,  
commission  rules  or  policies,  or  prior  administrative  decisions;  or  

(B)  issued  a  finding  of  fact  that  is  not  supported  by  a  
preponderance  of  the  evidence;  or  

(2)  determines  that  a  commission  policy  or  a  prior  admin-
istrative  decision  on  which  the  administrative  law  judge  relied  is  incor-
rect  or  should  be  changed.  

(b)  Reasons  to  Be  in  Writing.  The  commission  will  state  in  
writing  the  specific  reason  and  legal  basis  for  its  determination  under  
subsection  (a)  of  this  section.  

(c)  Remand.  The  commission  may  remand  the  proceeding  for  
further  consideration.  

(1)  The  commission  may  direct  that  further  consideration  
by  an  administrative  law  judge  be  accomplished  with  or  without  re-
opening  the  hearing  and  may  limit  the  issues  to  be  considered.  

(2)  If  additional  evidence  is  admitted  on  remand  that  re-
sults  in  a  substantial  revision  of  the  proposed  decision  or  the  under-
lying  facts,  an  amended  or  supplemental  proposal  for  decision  or  pro-
posed  order  must  be  filed.  If  an  amended  or  supplemental  proposal  for  
decision  is  filed,  the  provisions  of  §22.261(d)  of  this  title  (relating  to  
proposal  for  decision)  apply.  Exceptions  and  replies  must  be  limited  to  
discussions,  proposals,  and  recommendations  in  the  supplemental  pro-
posal  for  decision.  

(d)  Oral  Argument  Before  the  Commission.  

(1)  Any  party  may  request  oral  argument  before  the  com-
mission  before  the  final  disposition  of  any  proceeding.  

(2)  Oral  argument  may  be  allowed  at  the  commission's  dis-
cretion.  The  commission  may  limit  the  scope  and  duration  of  oral  ar-
gument.  The  party  bearing  the  burden  of  proof  has  the  right  to  open  
and  close  oral  argument.  

(3)  A  request  for  oral  argument  must  be  filed  as  a  separate  
written  pleading.  The  request  must  be  filed  no  later  than  5:00  p.m.  
Central  Prevailing  Time  seven  days  before  the  open  meeting  at  which  
the  commission  is  scheduled  to  consider  the  case.  

(4)  Upon  the  filing  of  a  motion  for  oral  argument,  the  Office  
of  Policy  and  Docket  Management  must  send  a  separate  ballot  to  each  
commissioner  to  determine  whether  the  commission  will  hear  oral  ar-
gument  at  an  open  meeting.  An  affirmative  vote  by  one  commissioner  
is  required  to  grant  oral  argument.  Two  days  before  the  commission  is  
scheduled  to  consider  the  case,  the  Office  of  Policy  and  Docket  Man-
agement  will  file  a  notice  to  the  parties  regarding  whether  a  request  for  
oral  argument  has  been  granted.  

(5)  The  absence  or  denial  of  a  request  for  oral  argument  
does  not  preclude  the  commissioners  from  asking  questions  of  any  
party  present  at  the  open  meeting.  

(e)  Commission  Not  Limited.  This  section  does  not  limit  the  
commission  in  the  conduct  of  its  meetings  to  the  specific  types  of  action  
outlined  in  this  section.  

§22.264.  Rehearing.  
(a)  Motions  for  rehearing,  replies  thereto,  and  commission  ac-

tion  on  motions  for  rehearing  are  governed  by  the  APA.  Only  a  party  to  
a  proceeding  before  the  commission  may  file  a  motion  for  rehearing.  

(b)  All  motions  for  rehearing  must  state  the  claimed  error  with  
specificity.  If  an  ultimate  finding  of  fact  stated  in  statutory  language  is  
claimed  to  be  in  error,  the  motion  for  rehearing  must  state  all  underlying  
or  basic  findings  of  fact  claimed  to  be  in  error  and  must  cite  specific  
evidence  which  is  relied  upon  as  support  for  the  claim  of  error.  
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(c)  A  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  reply  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  
is  untimely  if  it  is  not  filed  by  the  deadlines  specified  in  APA  §2001.146  
or,  if  the  commission  extends  the  time  to  file  such  motion  or  reply  or  
approves  a  time  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  the  date  specified  in  the  order  
of  the  commission  extending  time  or  approving  the  time.  

(d)  A  motion  by  a  party  to  extend  time  related  to  a  motion  for  
rehearing  must  be  filed  no  less  than  ten  days  before  the  end  of  the  time  
period  that  the  party  seeks  to  extend  or  it  is  untimely.  Such  motion  
must  state  with  specificity  the  reasons  the  extension  is  justified.  

(e)  Upon  the  filing  of  a  timely  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  timely  
motion  to  extend  time,  the  Office  of  Policy  and  Docket  Management  
must  send  separate  ballots  to  each  commissioner  to  determine  whether  
they  will  consider  the  motion  at  an  open  meeting.  Untimely  motions  
will  not  be  balloted.  An  affirmative  vote  by  one  commissioner  is  re-
quired  for  consideration  of  a  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  motion  to  extend  
time  at  an  open  meeting.  If  no  commissioner  votes  to  add  a  timely  mo-
tion  to  extend  time  to  an  open  meeting  for  consideration,  the  motion  is  
overruled  ten  days  after  the  motion  is  filed.  

(f)  If  the  commission  extends  time  to  act  on  a  motion  for  re-
hearing,  the  Office  of  Policy  and  Docket  Management  must  send  sepa-
rate  ballots  to  each  commissioner  to  determine  whether  they  will  con-
sider  the  motion  for  rehearing  at  a  subsequent  open  meeting.  An  affir-
mative  vote  by  one  commissioner  is  required  to  place  the  motion  for  
rehearing  on  an  open  meeting  agenda.  

(g)  A  party  that  files  a  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  reply  to  a  
motion  for  rehearing  must  deliver  a  copy  of  the  motion  or  reply  to  every  
other  party  in  the  case.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601224  
Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  October  3,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7044  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  O.  RULEMAKING  
16  TAC  §22.281,  §22.282  

The  amended  rules  are  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA  and  the  Texas  Water  Code:  PURA  §14.001  and  Texas  
Water  Code  §13.041(a),  which  provides  the  commission  the  
general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  
public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specif-
ically  designated  or  implied  by  PURA  that  is  necessary  and  
convenient  to  the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  PURA  
§14.002  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  provides  the  
commission  with  the  authority  to  make  adopt  and  enforce  rules  
reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-
tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  
requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  
practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  
amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  
of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  
prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  

the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-
dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  
commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  
methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  
of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  
commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-
mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  
the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  
against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  
adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  
§15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  
the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  
violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  
administer  or  of  an  order,  ordinance,  or  rule  of  the  regulatory  
authority,  and  requires  the  commission  to,  for  a  reasonable  
period  preserve  information  about  each  complaint  filed  with  
the  commission  that  the  commission  has  authority  to  resolve;  
PURA  §17.157  which  authorizes  the  commission  to  resolve  
disputes  between  a  retail  customer  and  a  billing  utility,  service  
provider,  telecommunications  utility,  retail  electric  provider,  or  
electric  utility,  including  the  investigation  of  alleged  violations;  
PURA  Chapter  15,  Subchapter  B  §§15.021-15.033  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419  which  
collectively  establish  the  commission'  s  enforcement  authority  to  
enjoin,  investigate,  or  require  compliance  from  a  person  or  entity  
in  violation  or  alleged  violation  of  statute  or  commission  rules,  
including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  
administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  
C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  
ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  
also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  
Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  
of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  
the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-
mission  and  the  following  provisions  of  the  Texas  Government  
Code:  Texas  Government  Code  §§2001.004-007  and  Subchap-
ter  B  §§2001.021-2001.041  which  establish  general  rulemaking  
requirements  and  procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  for  
agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chap-
ter  2001,  Subchapter  C  §§2001.051-2001.062,  which  establish  
minimum  standards  of  uniform  practice  and  procedure  for  con-
tested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  of  Texas,  including  
the  requirements  and  procedures  for  a  state  agency  to  examine  
the  record  in  a  contested  case  and  issue  proposals  for  decision;  
Texas  Government  Code,  Subchapter  D  §  2001.081-103,  which  
govern  the  usage  of  and  procedures  for  evidence,  witnesses  
and  discovery  for  contested  cases  held  at  agencies  of  the  State  
of  Texas;  Texas  Government  Code  Chapter  2001,  Subchapter  
F  §§2001.141-2001.147  which  establish  the  requirements  and  
procedures,  including  notice  obligations,  associated  with  the  
issuance  of  final  decisions  and  orders  by  a  state  agency  in  a  
contested  case,  including  the  procedures  for  prerequisites  to  
appeal  and  requirements  for  motions  for  rehearing.  
Cross  reference  to  statutes:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§§14.001,  14.002,  14.052,  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(a)  
and  (b);  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  §§12.201,  Chapter  15,  
Subchapter  B  15.021-15.033,  15.051,  17.157;  Chapter  33,  
Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  
13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  
567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-
ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  
B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  
Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  
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§22.281.  Initiation  of  Rulemaking.  
(a)  Petition  for  Rulemaking.  Any  interested  person,  as  defined  

by  the  APA,  may  petition  the  commission  requesting  the  adoption  of  a  
new  rule  or  the  amendment  of  an  existing  rule.  

(1)  The  petition  must  be  in  writing  and  must  be  submitted  
to  the  project  opened  under  paragraph  (2)  of  this  subsection.  The  peti-
tion  must  include  a  brief  explanation  of  the  rule,  each  reason  the  new  or  
amended  rule  should  be  adopted,  the  statutory  authority  for  such  a  rule  
or  amendment,  and  complete  proposed  text  for  the  rule.  The  proposed  
text  for  the  rule  must  indicate  by  striking  through  the  words,  if  any,  to  
be  deleted  from  the  current  rule  and  by  underlining  the  words,  if  any,  to  
be  added  to  the  current  rule.  Any  recommendation  or  request  that  the  
commission  adopt  a  new  rule  or  amend  or  repeal  an  existing  rule  that  
does  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  section,  including  any  
recommendation  or  request  made  in  a  contested  case  proceeding  (e.g.,  
an  argument  by  a  party  to  a  contested  case  that  the  commission  should  
conduct  a  rulemaking  related  to  a  contested  issue),  will  be  construed  
as  a  policy  recommendation  and  will  not  be  processed  as  a  petition  for  
rulemaking  under  the  APA  and  this  section.  

(2)  Each  calendar  year,  commission  staff  will  open  a  gen-
eral  project  for  petitions  for  rulemaking  and  post  the  control  number  
on  the  commission's  website.  

(3)  Commission  staff  may  file  a  memo  in  the  general  
project  opened  under  paragraph  (2)  of  this  subsection  establishing  a  
deadline  for  interested  persons  to  file  comments  in  response  to  the  
petition  for  rulemaking  or  designating  a  new  control  number  for  the  
submission  of  comments.  Commission  staff  may  relocate  any  relevant  
filings  from  the  general  control  number  to  the  new  project.  If  com-
mission  staff  does  not  file  a  memo  under  this  paragraph,  comments  on  
a  petition  for  rulemaking  may  be  filed  in  the  general  project  and  the  
deadline  for  submitting  comments  on  the  petition  is  21  days  after  the  
date  the  petition  is  filed.  

(4)  Within  60  days  after  submission  of  a  petition  that  fully  
complies  with  the  requirements  of  paragraph  (1)  of  this  subsection,  the  
commission  will  either  deny  the  petition  in  writing,  stating  its  reasons  
for  the  denial,  or  initiate  a  rulemaking  proceeding.  

(b)  Commission  Initiated  Rulemaking.  The  commission  may  
initiate  rulemaking  proceedings  on  its  own  motion.  Nothing  in  this  sec-
tion  precludes  commission  staff  from  consideration  or  development  of  
new  rules  or  amendments  to  existing  rules,  including  hosting  work-
shops  or  publishing  questions  or  draft  rules  language  for  comment,  
without  express  direction  from  the  commission.  

§22.282.  Notice  and  Public  Participation  in  Rulemaking  Procedures.  
(a)  Informal  Comments.  Prior  to  the  publication  of  a  proposed  

rule  or  an  amendment  to  an  existing  rule  in  the  Texas  Register,  the  
commission  or  commission  staff  may  solicit  comments  on  the  necessity  
for,  scope,  or  contents  of  a  contemplated  rulemaking  project  by  filing  a  
request  for  comments  on  the  Interchange.  Unless  otherwise  prescribed  
by  the  commission  or  commission  staff,  any  comments  concerning  the  
rulemaking  project  must  be  submitted  within  30  days  from  the  date  the  
request  for  comments  is  filed.  The  commission  or  commission  staff  
may  hold  workshops  or  public  hearings  on  the  rulemaking  project.  

(b)  Notice.  The  commission  may  initiate  a  rulemaking  project  
by  publishing  notice  of  the  proposed  rule  in  accordance  with  Tex.  Gov't  
Code  §§  2001.021  - 2001.037.  

(c)  Public  Comments.  Prior  to  the  adoption  of  any  rule,  the  
commission  will  afford  all  interested  persons  a  reasonable  opportunity  
to  submit  data,  views,  or  arguments  in  writing.  Written  comments  must  
be  filed  within  30  days  of  the  date  the  proposed  rule  is  published  in  the  
Texas  Register  unless  the  commission  establishes  a  different  date  for  

submission  of  comments.  The  commission  may  also  establish  a  sched-
ule  for  reply  comments  if  it  determines  that  additional  comments  would  
be  appropriate  or  helpful  in  reaching  a  decision  on  the  proposed  rule.  
Commission  staff  may  provide  an  extension  to  the  comment  deadline,  
request  reply  comments,  or  provide  additional  comment  filing  instruc-
tions  in  a  rulemaking  project.  

(d)  Public  Hearing.  The  commission  or  commission  staff  may  
schedule  workshops  or  public  hearings  on  the  proposed  rule.  Commis-
sion  staff  will  hold  a  public  hearing  if  requested  by  at  least  25  persons,  
by  a  governmental  subdivision  or  agency,  or  by  an  association  having  
at  least  25  members.  The  request  for  public  hearing  must  be  made  no  
later  than  30  days  after  the  date  the  proposed  rule  is  published  in  the  
Texas  Register,  unless  the  commission  establishes  a  different  date  for  
requesting  a  public  hearing.  Commission  staff  may  provide  an  exten-
sion  to  the  public  hearing  request  deadline.  

(e)  Staff  Recommendation.  Staff's  final  recommendation  will,  
if  practicable,  be  filed  in  the  rulemaking  proceeding  at  least  seven  days  
prior  to  the  date  on  which  the  commission  is  scheduled  to  consider  
the  matter,  unless  some  other  date  is  specified  by  the  commission.  If  
commission  staff  does  not  file  its  final  recommendation  at  least  seven  
days  prior  to  the  date  on  which  the  commission  is  scheduled  to  consider  
the  matter,  the  commission  may  still  consider  the  recommendation  or  
take  action  in  the  rulemaking  project.  

(f)  Final  Adoption.  Following  consideration  of  comments,  the  
commission  will  issue  an  order  adopting,  adopting  as  amended,  or  
withdrawing  the  rule  within  six  months  after  the  date  of  publication  
of  the  proposed  rule  or  the  rule  is  automatically  withdrawn.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601225  
Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  October  3,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7044  

♦  ♦  ♦  

CHAPTER  25.  SUBSTANTIVE  RULES  
APPLICABLE  TO  ELECTRIC  SERVICE  
PROVIDERS  
SUBCHAPTER  D.  RECORDS,  REPORTS,  AND  
OTHER  REQUIRED  INFORMATION  
16  TAC  §25.88  

The  Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  (commission)  adopts  one  
repeal  in  the  Chapter  25  electric  rules.  The  adopted  repeal  is  
in  Subchapter  D,  §25.88,  relating  to  Retail  Market  Performance  
Measure  Reporting.  The  commission  adopts  the  repeal  without  
changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  November  21,  
2025  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (50  TexReg  7497).  The  repeal  
will  not  be  republished.  
The  commission  received  comments  about  this  project  from  AEP  
Texas  Inc,  Oncor  Electric  Delivery  Company  LLC,  and  Texas-
New  Mexico  Power  Company  (filed  jointly  as  Joint  Commenters);  
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CenterPoint  Energy  Houston  Electric,  LLC  (CenterPoint);  City  of  
Houston  (Houston);  ERCOT;  the  Coalition  of  Competitive  Retail-
ers  (Coalition);  Texas  Energy  Association  for  Marketers  (TEAM);  
and  Vistra  Corporate  Service  Company  LLC  (Vistra).  
To  assist  the  commission  in  its  continued  monitoring  of  the  per-
formance  of  the  retail  market,  commission  staff  requested  re-
sponses  to  the  following  two  questions:  
Question  One  

1.  Are  the  Retail  Market  Performance  Measures,  and  their  asso-
ciated  schedule  parts,  provided  by  the  commission  in  the  filing  
package  sufficient  to  monitor  the  competitive  Texas  retail  elec-
tricity  market?  If  not,  what  else  should  the  commission  consider  
in  its  Retail  Performance  Measures?  

Houston  commented  that  the  measures  proposed  were  not  com-
prehensive  enough  to  monitor  the  competitive  Texas  retail  mar-
ket  specifically  as  it  applies  to  customers  within  Houston  city  lim-
its  and  provided  several  metrics  to  include.  
Joint  Commenters  and  CenterPoint  stated  that  the  proposed  
measures  are  sufficient  to  monitor  the  competitive  Texas  retail  
electricity  market.  
The  Coalition  responded  by  stating  that  the  current  Retail  Market  
Performance  Measures  are  more  than  sufficient  to  monitor  the  
competitive  retail  market,  and  the  proposed  measures  and  new  
§25.88  will  not  meaningfully  assist  with  market  monitoring.  
Vistra  encouraged  the  Commission  to  avoid  creating  inefficien-
cies,  redundancies,  and  unnecessary  form/information  gather-
ing  in  this  rulemaking.  
TEAM  requested  that  the  reporting  measures  be  taken  on  an  
annual  basis.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  may  consider  Houston's  recommended  addi-
tions  in  future  rulemakings  as  these  recommendations  are  out-
side  the  scope  of  the  current  rulemaking  project.  
The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  that  the  proposed  
measures  and  new  §25.88  will  not  meaningfully  assist  with  eval-
uation  of  the  performance  of  the  retail  electric  market  in  Texas.  
However,  in  implementing  commission  priorities  such  as  remov-
ing  redundancies  and  improving  reporting  efficiency  for  commis-
sion  staff  and  reporting  entities,  several  data  inputs  have  been  
removed  from  the  filing  package.  Specific  modifications  to  the  
filing  package  recommended  by  the  Coalition  are  addressed  in  
responses  below.  
The  commission  agrees  with  Vistra  that  regulatory  efficiency  is  
an  integral  part  of  this  rulemaking.  As  such,  the  commission  
modifies  the  forms  to  reduce  administrative  burden  by  removing  
overlapping  reporting  requirements.  
The  commission  disagrees  with  TEAM  that  these  measures  
should  be  received  annually.  Receiving  quarterly  data  on  a  
yearly  cadence  has  the  potential  to  create  inefficiencies  for  
commission  staff  and  impact  their  ability  to  review  the  data  
in  a  timely  manner.  To  limit  administrative  impacts  for  both  
commission  staff  and  reporting  entities,  all  reporting  entities  will  
continue  to  submit  the  requirements  on  a  quarterly  cadence.  
Question  Two  

2.  What  else  should  the  commission  consider  in  its  implementa-
tion  of  PURA  §39.168  and  its  amendment  to  §25.88?  

City  of  Houston  recommended  the  addition  of  several  measures  
to  Schedules  A,  B,  and  C.  
Also,  Houston  recommended  that  a  link  to  individual  REP  perfor-
mance  metrics  under  §25.88  be  included  with  each  competitive  
retail  electric  plan  offered  through  the  Power  to  Choose  website.  
Joint  Commenters  requested  that  the  commission  provide  clar-
ity  regarding  the  requirements  of  §25.474(p)(3),  relating  to  Se-
lection  of  Retail  Electric  Provider,  once  §25.88  is  adopted  and  
on  the  intended  interaction  between  the  reports  required  under  
these  two  rules.  
CenterPoint  provided  a  redline  of  the  proposed  excel  form  in  
Schedule  C,  Part  1  and  Schedule  C,  Part  2  tabs  of  the  attached  
Quarterly  Retail  Performance  Measures  Form  to  clarify  the  trans-
actions  that  should  be  included  and  excluded  from  the  quarterly  
reports.  
CenterPoint  also  stated  that  transmission  distribution  utilities  
currently  provide  separate  filings  for  other  measures,  including  
Residential  Summer  Disconnect  for  Non-Pay,  AMS  Opt-Out,  
Deferred  Payment  Plan  Switch  Hold  Report,  and  Distributed  
Generation  Reporting.  These  reporting  requirements,  while  
historically  valuable,  may  warrant  reconsideration  by  the  com-
mission  to  ensure  they  still  serve  their  purpose  or  if  there  are  
other  efficiencies  that  could  be  achieved  to  support  the  ERCOT  
market.  
Joint  Commenters  requested  the  rule  take  effect  starting  with  
the  second  quarterly  report  due  in  2026  to  allow  sufficient  time  
for  personnel  training  on  the  new  requirements  and  for  updat-
ing  internal  technical  processes.  CenterPoint  requested  the  rule  
begin  the  new  Quarterly  Retail  Performance  Measures  Form  re-
ports  starting  with  the  first  quarter  that  commences  after  the  ef-
fective  date  of  the  new  §25.88  rule.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  may  consider  Houston's  recommended  addi-
tions  in  future  rulemakings  as  these  recommendations  are  out-
side  the  scope  of  the  current  rulemaking  project.  
As  the  requirements  of  §25.474  are  outside  the  scope  of  this  rule-
making,  the  commission  may  consider  the  Joint  Commenters'  
recommended  changes  to  §25.474  in  a  future  rulemaking.  
The  commission  has  reviewed  the  redlined  excel  document  sub-
mitted  by  CenterPoint  and  agrees  in  part.  While  the  commission  
believes  that  clarity  is  important,  it  declines  to  add  CenterPoint's  
clarifying  edits  to  Schedule  C,  Part  1  as  they  are  unnecessary.  
However,  the  commission  agrees  in  part  with  CenterPoint's  pro-
posed  changes  to  Schedule  C,  Part  2,  and  has  modified  the  
schedule  and  its  instructions  to  reference  DUNS  numbers.  
Additionally,  while  CenterPoint's  other  recommendations  are  out  
of  scope  of  the  current  project,  the  commission  may  take  up  
these  recommendations  in  future  rulemakings.  
The  commission  agrees  with  Joint  Commenters  and  CenterPoint  
request  to  establish  an  effective  date  that  allows  sufficient  time  
for  entities  to  adapt  to  the  adopted  rule's  requirements  and  adds  
language  to  the  rule  providing  that  the  new  reporting  require-
ments  start  with  the  second  quarter  of  2026.  
Proposed  §25.88(b)(2)  - Filing  Deadline  

Proposed  §25.88(b)(2)  requires  the  report  to  be  filed  no  later  
than  the  30th  day  following  the  end  of  the  preceding  quarterly  
reporting  period.  
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TEAM  suggested  the  rule  deadline  should  remain  unchanged,  
i.e.,  by  no  later  than  the  45th  day  after  the  end  of  quarter.  
The  Coalition  expressed  concern  regarding  the  rule's  deadline,  
specifically  that  thirty  days  is  not  sufficient  and  would  only  in-
crease  the  opportunities  for  inaccurate  data  submission  and  will  
significantly  increase  costs  for  REPs.  
Vistra  recommended  maintaining  the  existing  45-day  deadline  
under  existing  16  TAC  §25.88(c)(2)  and  editing  (b)(2)  in  the  Pro-
posal  for  Publication.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  TEAM,  the  Coalition,  and  Vistra  that  
a  30-day  deadline  could  create  unnecessary  regulatory  burden.  
As  such,  the  commission  modifies  proposed  subsection  (b)(2)  to  
increase  the  reporting  deadline  to  45  days.  
Proposed  §25.88(b)(3)  - Confidential  Information  

Proposed  §25.88(b)(3)  allows  an  entity  to  designate,  as  confi-
dential,  information  within  its  report  that  it  considers  to  be  confi-
dential.  
TEAM  recommended  revising  proposed  25.88(b)(3)  to  exempt  
REPs  from  making  a  redacted  filing  such  that  the  public  portion  
of  the  Report  would  include  the  confidential  filing  memorandum  
but  not  a  redacted  copy  of  the  Report.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  declines  to  add  TEAM's  recommended  
changes  to  paragraph  (b)(3)  as  16  TAC  Chapter  22,  relating  
to  Procedural  Rules,  dictates  proper  procedure  for  all  filings.  
As  such,  the  commission  removes  the  paragraph  because  it  is  
redundant.  
Proposed  §25.88(e)(3)  - Additional  Information  to  ERCOT  

Proposed  §25.88(e)(3)  allows  ERCOT  to  require  entities  to  sub-
mit  to  ERCOT  additional  information  that  relates  to  market  per-
formance  for  specific  analytical  or  diagnostic  purposes.  
TEAM  and  Vistra  requested  that  proposed  (e)(3)  include  a  rea-
sonableness  requirement  regarding  the  deadline  by  which  addi-
tional  information  requested  by  ERCOT  must  be  provided.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  TEAM  and  Vistra  and  declines  
to  add  a  reasonableness  requirement  to  subsection  (e)(3),  as  
16  TAC  §22.5,  relating  to  Suspension  of  Rules  and  Commis-
sion-Prescribed  Forms,  allows  a  market  entity  to  which  this  rule  
applies  to  seek  an  exception  to  a  reporting  requirement  under  
this  rule  if  the  entity  can  show  good  cause  for  the  exception.  
Repealed  §25.88(e)(4)  - Waiver  
Repealed  §25.88(e)(4)  removed  a  provision  that  allowed  the  
commission  to  waive  reporting  requirements  if  it  determines  that  
it  is  either  impractical  or  unduly  burdensome  for  the  reporting  
entity  to  furnish  the  requested  information.  
The  Coalition  recommended  that  the  adopted  rule  retain  subsec-
tion  (e)(4).  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  as  16  TAC  §22.5,  
relating  to  Suspension  of  Rules  and  Commission-Prescribed  
Forms,  allows  a  market  entity  to  which  this  rule  applies  to  seek  
an  exception  to  a  reporting  requirement  under  this  rule  if  the  
entity  can  show  good  cause  for  the  exception.  

Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  - Enforcement  
Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  states  that  the  commission  may  impose  
all  applicable  administrative  penalties  under  §22.246,  relating  to  
Administrative  Penalties,  of  this  title  for  failure  of  a  reporting  en-
tity  to  timely  file  accurate  performance  measures  report.  
TEAM  recommended  amending  the  rule  to  require  the  consider-
ation  of  factors  like  the  existing  rule,  including  compliance  history  
and  severity  of  the  violation  to  assess  a  penalty.  TEAM  recom-
mended  substituting  the  word  complete  for  the  word  accurate  
because  whether  a  report  is  accurate  is  a  more  subjective  deter-
mination.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  declines  to  list  the  factors  the  commission  may  
consider  in  its  investigation  of  an  instance  of  non-compliance  as  
these  are  provided  in  other  rules,  including,  §22.246,  §25.107,  
relating  to  Certification  and  Obligations  of  Retail  Electric  
Providers  (REPs),  and  §25.71  relating  to  General  Procedures,  
Requirement  and  Penalties.  In  line  with  removing  redundant  
references  to  applicable  rules,  the  commission  removes  sub-
section  (f)(1)  from  the  adopted  rule.  
Instructions  

The  proposed  instructions  document  specified  that  each  entity  
must  file  its'  report  by  the  30th  day  following  the  end  of  the  pre-
ceding  quarterly  reporting  period.  The  quarterly  reporting  peri-
ods  begin  on  January  1,  April  1,  July  1,  and  October  1.  
Monthly  Data  

The  Coalition  requested  clarification  on  the  method  the  required  
data  is  to  be  presented  either  for  each  month  or  consolidated  
for  a  calendar  quarter.  The  Coalition  argued  that  quarterly  data  
would  be  of  equal  value  and  would  be  considerable  cost  savings  
for  REPs.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  in  part,  because  
the  additional  granularity  provided  in  the  form  and  described  in  
the  form's  instructions  is  necessary  to  evaluate  specific  perfor-
mance  measures.  These  include  the  measures  related  to  retail  
sales,  disconnection  for  non-payment,  unauthorized  change  of  
REP,  and  field  performance.  However,  the  commission  agrees  it  
is  not  necessary  to  require  every  performance  measure  to  be  re-
ported  in  monthly  totals,  and  modifies  the  form  and  instructions  
document  accordingly.  
Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  1  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Retail  Sales  

Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  1  required  each  REP  to  file  a  fac-
simile  of  the  information  required  by  EIA  Form  861M,  for  each  
month  during  the  quarterly  reporting  period.  Specifically,  each  
REP  must  provide  its  revenue,  megawatt  hours  sold,  and  num-
ber  of  customers  by  the  customer  types  residential,  commercial,  
and  industrial,  as  defined  by  EIA  Form  861M.  
TEAM  requested  that  any  reporting  requirements  regarding  the  
format  for  the  submission  of  EIA  data  mirror  current  require-
ments.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  declines  to  allow  a  copy  of  the  EIA  Form  861M  
to  suffice  as  proper  filing  under  this  rule.  Portable  Document  
Format  (PDF)  files  are  not  a  practical  format  for  commission  staff  
to  conduct  its  necessary  analyses.  The  commission  requires  the  
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prescribed  forms  for  consistency  across  reporting  entities  and  to  
increase  the  efficiency  of  commission  staff's  review.  
Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  2  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Retail  Sales  by  Premise  Type  

Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  2  required  each  REP  to  provide  
its  retail  sales  for  residential,  small  non-residential,  medium  
non-residential,  and  large  non-residential  customers.  Specif-
ically,  each  REP  must  provide  the  corresponding  customer  
counts,  megawatt-hours  sold,  and  revenues  must  be  provided  
by  premise  type  and  TDU  service  territory  for  each  month  of  the  
quarterly  reporting  period.  
TEAM  requested  the  removal  of  Schedule  A,  Part  2  to  the  Re-
port  as  it  would  pose  a  regulatory  burden.  However,  if  the  Com-
mission  approves  Schedule  A,  Part  2  as  proposed,  TEAM  rec-
ommended  that  this  new  requirement  take  effect  no  earlier  than  
the  Report  for  the  first  quarter  of  2027.  In  addition  TEAM  pro-
vided  that  if  the  Commission  adds  the  new  reporting  require-
ments  embodied  in  Schedule  A,  Part  2,  the  proposed  rule  should  
be  amended  to  require  REPs  to  provide  both  this  information  and  
the  EIA  data  required  in  Schedule  A,  Part  1  on  an  annual  basis.  
Vistra  recommended  deleting  Schedule  A,  Part  2  entirely  along  
with  any  associated  reporting  requirements  outlined  in  the  Com-
mission'  s  form  as  duplicative.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  TEAM  that  providing  consumer  
data  under  proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  2  may  present  a  regula-
tory  burden  for  reporting  entities.  Additionally,  the  commission  
agrees  with  Vistra  that  proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  2  includes  
overlapping  reporting  requirements  for  applicable  entities.  
Therefore,  the  commission  removes  Schedule  A,  part  2  and  
amends  Schedule  B,  Part  3  to  require  retail  load  information  by  
transmission  and  distribution  service  provider.  
Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  3  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Retail  Electric  Provider  Affiliations  

Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  3  requires  each  REP  to  provide  its  
affiliations  by  listing  its  subsidiaries  and  parent  companies  up  to  
the  ultimate  corporate  parent,  and  any  sister  companies  that  are  
registered  or  certified  with  the  commission.  Each  company  must  
be  identified  by  name,  relationship  to  the  REP,  and,  if  applicable,  
type  of  commission  certification  and  corresponding  certification  
number.  
TEAM  recommended  limiting  this  schedule  to  a  listing  of  all  af-
filiates  of  a  REP  that  also  holds  a  REP  certificate  issued  by  the  
commission.  TEAM  further  recommended  that  Schedule  A,  Part  
3  should  include  a  box  a  REP  can  check  if  the  list  of  affiliates  
was  the  same  for  each  month  of  the  reporting  period.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  TEAM  and  declines  to  modify  
the  instructions  document  and  form  to  limit  "affiliations"  to  only  
include  other  REPs  registered  with  the  commission.  REPs  pro-
vide  the  information  one  time  under  §25.107  for  initial  certifica-
tion  but  do  not  consistently  amend  the  information  to  reflect  these  
changes.  However,  to  minimize  regulatory  burdens,  the  commis-
sion  modifies  the  form  to  require  the  reporting  of  affiliations  once  
at  the  end  of  each  quarter  instead  of  each  month  of  the  quar-
ter.  The  commission  declines  to  add  a  check  box  to  indicate  that  
there  have  been  no  changes  to  the  listed  affiliations  since  the  
last  required  report;  entities  can  simply  submit  the  same  list  of  
its  affiliates  if  there  are  no  changes.  

Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  4  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Disconnection  for  Non-pay  

Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  4  requires  each  REP  to  report  the  
number  of  disconnect  notices  sent,  disconnections  requested,  
reconnections  requested,  and  move-outs  ordered  after  a  Dis-
connection  for  Non-Pay  (DNP)  for  residential  customers,  for  criti-
cal  care  residential  customers,  chronic  condition  residential  cus-
tomers,  and  for  prepaid  service  customers  by  TDU  service  terri-
tory  for  each  month  during  the  quarterly  reporting  period.  
The  Coalition  recommended  the  commission  eliminate  from  
Schedule  A,  Part  4  the  requirement  to  report  the  number  of  
reconnections  of  a  disconnected  prepaid  service  customer  com-
pleted  within  two  hours.  The  Coalition  stated  that  the  proposed  
performance  measurement  conflicts  with  16  TAC  §25.498(j)(4),  
relating  to  Prepaid  Service,  because  that  rule  requires  a  REP  
to  submit  a  reconnection  request  no  later  than  one  hour  after  
its  customer  has  completed  the  reconnection  requirements.  
Creating  two  separate  reporting  measurements,  the  Coalition  
posited,  would  create  a  discrepancy  between  the  two  rules  and  
may  impact  the  accuracy  of  what  is  reported.  The  Technical  
Performance  Measures  Report  should  not  require  any  different  
period  from  that  in  §25.498(j)(4),  relating  to  Prepaid  Service.  
The  Coalition  also  recommended  that  the  Commission  either  ex-
empt  customer  accounts  on  prepaid  plans  from  this  requirement  
or  develop  a  more  practical  reporting  standard  tailored  to  the  
unique  nature  of  prepaid  service.  
In  addition,  the  Coalition  commented  that  the  language  in  the  
proposed  Instructions  for  Retail  Performance  Measures  Report,  
Schedule  A,  Part  4  should  not  separate  reporting  concerning  crit-
ical  care  residential  customers  and  chronic  condition  residential  
customers.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  the  Coalition  that  the  data  required  
under  adopted  §25.88  should  be  consistent  with  the  require-
ments  of  §25.498  and  modifies  the  form  and  the  instructions  doc-
ument  to  remain  consistent  with  §25.498(j)(4).  
In  order  to  address  the  unique  nature  of  prepaid  plans,  the  
commission  has  modified  proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  4  to  create  
a  separate  forms  for  prepaid  customers  in  new  Schedule  A,  
Part  3.2,  and  to  create  a  new  form  for  post-pay  customers,  new  
Schedule  A,  Part  3.1.  
Further,  the  commission  agrees  with  the  Coalition  and  clarifies  
that  reporting  under  Schedule  A,  Part  3.1  for  critical  care  resi-
dential  customers  and  chronic  condition  residential  customers  is  
not  to  be  reported  as  separate  values.  The  commission  modifies  
the  instructions  document  to  provide  additional  clarity.  
Schedule  B  - Reporting  Requirements  for  ERCOT  

Proposed  Schedule  B  dictates  the  retail  performance  measure  
reporting  requirements  for  ERCOT.  
ERCOT  recommended  updating  Schedule  B  to  remove  the  three  
references  to  TX  Standard  Electronic  Transaction  Change  Con-
trol  814_07  as  that  transaction  set  was  retired  during  a  Texas  
SET  upgrade  and  is  no  longer  relevant.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  ERCOT  and  removes  any  refer-
ence  to  the  814_07  transaction  set.  
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In  adopting  this  section,  the  commission  makes  other  minor  
modifications  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  its  intent.  
This  repeal  is  adopted  under  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
(PURA)  §14.001,  which  grants  the  commission  the  general  
power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  public  
utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specifically  desig-
nated  or  implied  by  this  title  that  is  necessary  and  convenient  to  
the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  §14.002,  which  au-
thorizes  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  reasonably  
required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdiction;  §14.003,  
which  provides  authority  to  require  reports  of  a  public  utility;  
§15.023,  which  provides  for  commission  imposition  of  an  admin-
istrative  penalty  against  a  person  regulated  under  PURA  who  
violates  PURA  or  a  rule  adopted  under  PURA;  §39.001,  which  
sets  forth  the  legislative  policy  and  purpose  of  PURA  Chapter  
39,  Restructuring  of  Electric  Utility  Industry;  §39.101,  which  sets  
forth  customer  safeguards;  §39.151,  which  subjects  to  commis-
sion  review  procedures  established  by  an  independent  operator  
relating  to  the  reliability  of  the  regional  electrical  network  and  
accounting  for  the  production  and  delivery  of  electricity  among  
generators  and  all  other  market  participants;  §39.168,  which  
requires  REPs  and  its  affiliates  to  annually  report  to  the  com-
mission  certain  retail  sales  metrics;  §39.352,  which  sets  forth  
standards  for  certification  of  REPs;  §39.356,  which  provides  for  
suspension,  revocation,  or  amendment  of  a  REP's  certificate;  
and  §39.357,  which  provides  for  the  imposition  of  administrative  
penalties  on  a  REP  for  violations  described  by  §39.356.  
Cross  Reference  to  Statute:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§14.001,  14.002,  14.003,  15.023,  39.001,  39.101,  39.151,  
39.168,  39.352,  39.356,  and  39.357.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601227  
Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  November  21,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7433  

♦  ♦  ♦  
16  TAC  §25.88  

The  Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  (commission)  adopts  
new  16  TAC  §25.88,  relating  to  Retail  Market  Performance  Mea-
sure  Reporting.  The  adopted  rule  will  implement  Public  Utility  
Regulatory  Act  (PURA)  §39.168  as  enacted  by  HB  1500  §24  dur-
ing  the  Texas  88th  Regular  Legislative  Session.  Additionally,  the  
adopted  rule  streamlines  the  reporting  of  competitive  retail  mar-
ket  data  to  the  commission  by  Retail  Electric  Providers  (REPs),  
Electric  Reliability  Council  of  Texas  (ERCOT),  and  Transmission  
and  Distribution  Utilities  (TDUs);  thereby  standardizing  report-
ing  practices  across  reporting  entities.  Further,  the  adopted  rule  
reduces  redundant  data  submission  requirements  for  certain  en-
tities.  The  commission  adopts  this  rule  with  changes  to  the  pro-
posed  text  as  published  in  the  November  21,  2025,  issue  of  the  
Texas  Register  (50  TexReg  7497).  This  rule  will  be  republished.  

The  commission  received  comments  about  this  project  from  AEP  
Texas  Inc,  Oncor  Electric  Delivery  Company  LLC,  and  Texas-
New  Mexico  Power  Company  (filed  jointly  as  Joint  Commenters);  
CenterPoint  Energy  Houston  Electric,  LLC  (CenterPoint);  City  of  
Houston  (Houston);  ERCOT;  the  Coalition  of  Competitive  Retail-
ers  (Coalition);  Texas  Energy  Association  for  Marketers  (TEAM);  
and  Vistra  Corporate  Service  Company  LLC  (Vistra).  
To  assist  the  commission  in  its  continued  monitoring  of  the  per-
formance  of  the  retail  market,  commission  staff  requested  re-
sponses  to  the  following  two  questions:  
Question  One  

1.  Are  the  Retail  Market  Performance  Measures,  and  their  asso-
ciated  schedule  parts,  provided  by  the  commission  in  the  filing  
package  sufficient  to  monitor  the  competitive  Texas  retail  elec-
tricity  market?  If  not,  what  else  should  the  commission  consider  
in  its  Retail  Performance  Measures?  

Houston  commented  that  the  measures  proposed  were  not  com-
prehensive  enough  to  monitor  the  competitive  Texas  retail  mar-
ket  specifically  as  it  applies  to  customers  within  Houston  city  lim-
its  and  provided  several  metrics  to  include.  
Joint  Commenters  and  CenterPoint  stated  that  the  proposed  
measures  are  sufficient  to  monitor  the  competitive  Texas  retail  
electricity  market.  
The  Coalition  responded  by  stating  that  the  current  Retail  Market  
Performance  Measures  are  more  than  sufficient  to  monitor  the  
competitive  retail  market,  and  the  proposed  measures  and  new  
§25.88  will  not  meaningfully  assist  with  market  monitoring.  
Vistra  encouraged  the  Commission  to  avoid  creating  inefficien-
cies,  redundancies,  and  unnecessary  form/information  gather-
ing  in  this  rulemaking.  
TEAM  requested  that  the  reporting  measures  be  taken  on  an  
annual  basis.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  may  consider  Houston's  recommended  addi-
tions  in  future  rulemakings  as  these  recommendations  are  out-
side  the  scope  of  the  current  rulemaking  project.  
The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  that  the  proposed  
measures  and  new  §25.88  will  not  meaningfully  assist  with  eval-
uation  of  the  performance  of  the  retail  electric  market  in  Texas.  
However,  in  implementing  commission  priorities  such  as  remov-
ing  redundancies  and  improving  reporting  efficiency  for  commis-
sion  staff  and  reporting  entities,  several  data  inputs  have  been  
removed  from  the  filing  package.  Specific  modifications  to  the  
filing  package  recommended  by  the  Coalition  are  addressed  in  
responses  below.  
The  commission  agrees  with  Vistra  that  regulatory  efficiency  is  
an  integral  part  of  this  rulemaking.  As  such,  the  commission  
modifies  the  forms  to  reduce  administrative  burden  by  removing  
overlapping  reporting  requirements.  
The  commission  disagrees  with  TEAM  that  these  measures  
should  be  received  annually.  Receiving  quarterly  data  on  a  
yearly  cadence  has  the  potential  to  create  inefficiencies  for  
commission  staff  and  impact  their  ability  to  review  the  data  
in  a  timely  manner.  To  limit  administrative  impacts  for  both  
commission  staff  and  reporting  entities,  all  reporting  entities  will  
continue  to  submit  the  requirements  on  a  quarterly  cadence.  
Question  Two  
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2.  What  else  should  the  commission  consider  in  its  implementa-
tion  of  PURA  §39.168  and  its  amendment  to  §25.88?  

City  of  Houston  recommended  the  addition  of  several  measures  
to  Schedules  A,  B,  and  C.  
Also,  Houston  recommended  that  a  link  to  individual  REP  perfor-
mance  metrics  under  §25.88  be  included  with  each  competitive  
retail  electric  plan  offered  through  the  Power  to  Choose  website.  
Joint  Commenters  requested  that  the  commission  provide  clar-
ity  regarding  the  requirements  of  §25.474(p)(3),  relating  to  Se-
lection  of  Retail  Electric  Provider,  once  §25.88  is  adopted  and  
on  the  intended  interaction  between  the  reports  required  under  
these  two  rules.  
CenterPoint  provided  a  redline  of  the  proposed  excel  form  in  
Schedule  C,  Part  1  and  Schedule  C,  Part  2  tabs  of  the  attached  
Quarterly  Retail  Performance  Measures  Form  to  clarify  the  trans-
actions  that  should  be  included  and  excluded  from  the  quarterly  
reports.  
CenterPoint  also  stated  that  transmission  distribution  utilities  
currently  provide  separate  filings  for  other  measures,  including  
Residential  Summer  Disconnect  for  Non-Pay,  AMS  Opt-Out,  
Deferred  Payment  Plan  Switch  Hold  Report,  and  Distributed  
Generation  Reporting.  These  reporting  requirements,  while  
historically  valuable,  may  warrant  reconsideration  by  the  com-
mission  to  ensure  they  still  serve  their  purpose  or  if  there  are  
other  efficiencies  that  could  be  achieved  to  support  the  ERCOT  
market.  
Joint  Commenters  requested  the  rule  take  effect  starting  with  
the  second  quarterly  report  due  in  2026  to  allow  sufficient  time  
for  personnel  training  on  the  new  requirements  and  for  updat-
ing  internal  technical  processes.  CenterPoint  requested  the  rule  
begin  the  new  Quarterly  Retail  Performance  Measures  Form  re-
ports  starting  with  the  first  quarter  that  commences  after  the  ef-
fective  date  of  the  new  §25.88  rule.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  may  consider  Houston's  recommended  addi-
tions  in  future  rulemakings  as  these  recommendations  are  out-
side  the  scope  of  the  current  rulemaking  project.  
As  the  requirements  of  §25.474  are  outside  the  scope  of  this  rule-
making,  the  commission  may  consider  the  Joint  Commenters'  
recommended  changes  to  §25.474  in  a  future  rulemaking.  
The  commission  has  reviewed  the  redlined  excel  document  sub-
mitted  by  CenterPoint  and  agrees  in  part.  While  the  commission  
believes  that  clarity  is  important,  it  declines  to  add  CenterPoint's  
clarifying  edits  to  Schedule  C,  Part  1  as  they  are  unnecessary.  
However,  the  commission  agrees  in  part  with  CenterPoint's  pro-
posed  changes  to  Schedule  C,  Part  2,  and  has  modified  the  
schedule  and  its  instructions  to  reference  DUNS  numbers.  
Additionally,  while  CenterPoint's  other  recommendations  are  out  
of  scope  of  the  current  project,  the  commission  may  take  up  
these  recommendations  in  future  rulemakings.  
The  commission  agrees  with  Joint  Commenters  and  CenterPoint  
request  to  establish  an  effective  date  that  allows  sufficient  time  
for  entities  to  adapt  to  the  adopted  rule's  requirements  and  adds  
language  to  the  rule  providing  that  the  new  reporting  require-
ments  start  with  the  second  quarter  of  2026.  
Proposed  §25.88(b)(2)  - Filing  Deadline  

Proposed  §25.88(b)(2)  requires  the  report  to  be  filed  no  later  
than  the  30th  day  following  the  end  of  the  preceding  quarterly  
reporting  period.  
TEAM  suggested  the  rule  deadline  should  remain  unchanged,  
i.e.,  by  no  later  than  the  45th  day  after  the  end  of  quarter.  
The  Coalition  expressed  concern  regarding  the  rule's  deadline,  
specifically  that  thirty  days  is  not  sufficient  and  would  only  in-
crease  the  opportunities  for  inaccurate  data  submission  and  will  
significantly  increase  costs  for  REPs.  
Vistra  recommended  maintaining  the  existing  45-day  deadline  
under  existing  16  TAC  §25.88(c)(2)  and  editing  (b)(2)  in  the  Pro-
posal  for  Publication.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  TEAM,  the  Coalition,  and  Vistra  that  
a  30-day  deadline  could  create  unnecessary  regulatory  burden.  
As  such,  the  commission  modifies  proposed  subsection  (b)(2)  to  
increase  the  reporting  deadline  to  45  days.  
Proposed  §25.88(b)(3)  - Confidential  Information  

Proposed  §25.88(b)(3)  allows  an  entity  to  designate,  as  confi-
dential,  information  within  its  report  that  it  considers  to  be  confi-
dential.  
TEAM  recommended  revising  proposed  §25.88(b)(3)  to  exempt  
REPs  from  making  a  redacted  filing  such  that  the  public  portion  
of  the  Report  would  include  the  confidential  filing  memorandum  
but  not  a  redacted  copy  of  the  Report.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  declines  to  add  TEAM's  recommended  
changes  to  subsection  (b)(3)  as  16  TAC  Chapter  22,  relating  
to  Procedural  Rules,  dictates  proper  procedure  for  all  filings.  
As  such,  the  commission  removes  the  paragraph  because  it  is  
redundant.  
Proposed  §25.88(e)(3)  - Additional  Information  to  ERCOT  

Proposed  §25.88(e)(3)  allows  ERCOT  to  require  entities  to  sub-
mit  to  ERCOT  additional  information  that  relates  to  market  per-
formance  for  specific  analytical  or  diagnostic  purposes.  
TEAM  and  Vistra  requested  that  proposed  (e)(3)  include  a  rea-
sonableness  requirement  regarding  the  deadline  by  which  addi-
tional  information  requested  by  ERCOT  must  be  provided.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  TEAM  and  Vistra  and  declines  
to  add  a  reasonableness  requirement  to  subsection  (e)(3),  as  
16  TAC  §22.5,  relating  to  Suspension  of  Rules  and  Commis-
sion-Prescribed  Forms,  allows  a  market  entity  to  which  this  rule  
applies  to  seek  an  exception  to  a  reporting  requirement  under  
this  rule  if  the  entity  can  show  good  cause  for  the  exception.  
Repealed  §25.88(e)(4)  - Waiver  
Repealed  §25.88(e)(4)  removed  a  provision  that  allowed  the  
commission  to  waive  reporting  requirements  if  it  determines  that  
it  is  either  impractical  or  unduly  burdensome  for  the  reporting  
entity  to  furnish  the  requested  information.  
The  Coalition  recommended  that  the  adopted  rule  retain  subsec-
tion  (e)(4).  
Commission  Response  
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The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  as  16  TAC  §22.5,  
relating  to  Suspension  of  Rules  and  Commission-Prescribed  
Forms,  allows  a  market  entity  to  which  this  rule  applies  to  seek  
an  exception  to  a  reporting  requirement  under  this  rule  if  the  
entity  can  show  good  cause  for  the  exception.  
Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  - Enforcement  
Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  states  that  the  commission  may  impose  
all  applicable  administrative  penalties  under  §22.246,  relating  to  
Administrative  Penalties,  of  this  title  for  failure  of  a  reporting  en-
tity  to  timely  file  accurate  performance  measures  report.  
TEAM  recommended  amending  the  rule  to  require  the  consider-
ation  of  factors  like  the  existing  rule,  including  compliance  history  
and  severity  of  the  violation  to  assess  a  penalty.  TEAM  recom-
mended  substituting  the  word  complete  for  the  word  accurate  
because  whether  a  report  is  accurate  is  a  more  subjective  deter-
mination.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  declines  to  list  the  factors  the  commission  may  
consider  in  its  investigation  of  an  instance  of  non-compliance  as  
these  are  provided  in  other  rules,  including,  §22.246,  §25.107,  
relating  to  Certification  and  Obligations  of  Retail  Electric  
Providers  (REPs),  and  §25.71  relating  to  General  Procedures,  
Requirement  and  Penalties.  In  line  with  removing  redundant  
references  to  applicable  rules,  the  commission  removes  sub-
section  (f)(1)  from  the  adopted  rule.  
Instructions  

The  proposed  instructions  document  specified  that  each  entity  
must  file  its'  report  by  the  30th  day  following  the  end  of  the  pre-
ceding  quarterly  reporting  period.  The  quarterly  reporting  peri-
ods  begin  on  January  1,  April  1,  July  1,  and  October  1.  
Monthly  Data  

The  Coalition  requested  clarification  on  the  method  the  required  
data  is  to  be  presented  either  for  each  month  or  consolidated  
for  a  calendar  quarter.  The  Coalition  argued  that  quarterly  data  
would  be  of  equal  value  and  would  be  considerable  cost  savings  
for  REPs.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  in  part,  because  
the  additional  granularity  provided  in  the  form  and  described  in  
the  form's  instructions  is  necessary  to  evaluate  specific  perfor-
mance  measures.  These  include  the  measures  related  to  retail  
sales,  disconnection  for  non-payment,  unauthorized  change  of  
REP,  and  field  performance.  However,  the  commission  agrees  it  
is  not  necessary  to  require  every  performance  measure  to  be  re-
ported  in  monthly  totals,  and  modifies  the  form  and  instructions  
document  accordingly.  
Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  1  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Retail  Sales  

Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  1  required  each  REP  to  file  a  fac-
simile  of  the  information  required  by  EIA  Form  861M,  for  each  
month  during  the  quarterly  reporting  period.  Specifically,  each  
REP  must  provide  its  revenue,  megawatt  hours  sold,  and  num-
ber  of  customers  by  the  customer  types  residential,  commercial,  
and  industrial,  as  defined  by  EIA  Form  861M.  
TEAM  requested  that  any  reporting  requirements  regarding  the  
format  for  the  submission  of  EIA  data  mirror  current  require-
ments.  

Commission  Response  

The  commission  declines  to  allow  a  copy  of  the  EIA  Form  861M  
to  suffice  as  proper  filing  under  this  rule.  Portable  Document  
Format  (PDF)  files  are  not  a  practical  format  for  commission  staff  
to  conduct  its  necessary  analyses.  The  commission  requires  the  
prescribed  forms  for  consistency  across  reporting  entities  and  to  
increase  the  efficiency  of  commission  staff's  review.  
Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  2  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Retail  Sales  by  Premise  Type  

Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  2  required  each  REP  to  provide  
its  retail  sales  for  residential,  small  non-residential,  medium  
non-residential,  and  large  non-residential  customers.  Specif-
ically,  each  REP  must  provide  the  corresponding  customer  
counts,  megawatt-hours  sold,  and  revenues  must  be  provided  
by  premise  type  and  TDU  service  territory  for  each  month  of  the  
quarterly  reporting  period.  
TEAM  requested  the  removal  of  Schedule  A,  Part  2  to  the  Re-
port  as  it  would  pose  a  regulatory  burden.  However,  if  the  Com-
mission  approves  Schedule  A,  Part  2  as  proposed,  TEAM  rec-
ommended  that  this  new  requirement  take  effect  no  earlier  than  
the  Report  for  the  first  quarter  of  2027.  In  addition  TEAM  pro-
vided  that  if  the  Commission  adds  the  new  reporting  require-
ments  embodied  in  Schedule  A,  Part  2,  the  proposed  rule  should  
be  amended  to  require  REPs  to  provide  both  this  information  and  
the  EIA  data  required  in  Schedule  A,  Part  1  on  an  annual  basis.  
Vistra  recommended  deleting  Schedule  A,  Part  2  entirely  along  
with  any  associated  reporting  requirements  outlined  in  the  Com-
mission'  s  form  as  duplicative.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  TEAM  that  providing  consumer  
data  under  proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  2  may  present  a  regula-
tory  burden  for  reporting  entities.  Additionally,  the  commission  
agrees  with  Vistra  that  proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  2  includes  
overlapping  reporting  requirements  for  applicable  entities.  
Therefore,  the  commission  removes  Schedule  A,  part  2  and  
amends  Schedule  B,  Part  3  to  require  retail  load  information  by  
transmission  and  distribution  service  provider.  
Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  3  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Retail  Electric  Provider  Affiliations  

Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  3  requires  each  REP  to  provide  its  
affiliations  by  listing  its  subsidiaries  and  parent  companies  up  to  
the  ultimate  corporate  parent,  and  any  sister  companies  that  are  
registered  or  certified  with  the  commission.  Each  company  must  
be  identified  by  name,  relationship  to  the  REP,  and,  if  applicable,  
type  of  commission  certification  and  corresponding  certification  
number.  
TEAM  recommended  limiting  this  schedule  to  a  listing  of  all  af-
filiates  of  a  REP  that  also  holds  a  REP  certificate  issued  by  the  
commission.  TEAM  further  recommended  that  Schedule  A,  Part  
3  should  include  a  box  a  REP  can  check  if  the  list  of  affiliates  
was  the  same  for  each  month  of  the  reporting  period.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  disagrees  with  TEAM  and  declines  to  modify  
the  instructions  document  and  form  to  limit  "affiliations"  to  only  
include  other  REPs  registered  with  the  commission.  REPs  pro-
vide  the  information  one  time  under  §25.107  for  initial  certifica-
tion  but  do  not  consistently  amend  the  information  to  reflect  these  
changes.  However,  to  minimize  regulatory  burdens,  the  commis-

ADOPTED RULES March 27, 2026 51 TexReg 2053 



        

sion  modifies  the  form  to  require  the  reporting  of  affiliations  once  
at  the  end  of  each  quarter  instead  of  each  month  of  the  quar-
ter.  The  commission  declines  to  add  a  check  box  to  indicate  that  
there  have  been  no  changes  to  the  listed  affiliations  since  the  
last  required  report;  entities  can  simply  submit  the  same  list  of  
its  affiliates  if  there  are  no  changes.  
Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  4  - Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  
Disconnection  for  Non-pay  

Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  4  requires  each  REP  to  report  the  
number  of  disconnect  notices  sent,  disconnections  requested,  
reconnections  requested,  and  move-outs  ordered  after  a  Dis-
connection  for  Non-Pay  (DNP)  for  residential  customers,  for  criti-
cal  care  residential  customers,  chronic  condition  residential  cus-
tomers,  and  for  prepaid  service  customers  by  TDU  service  terri-
tory  for  each  month  during  the  quarterly  reporting  period.  
The  Coalition  recommended  the  commission  eliminate  from  
Schedule  A,  Part  4  the  requirement  to  report  the  number  of  
reconnections  of  a  disconnected  prepaid  service  customer  com-
pleted  within  two  hours.  The  Coalition  stated  that  the  proposed  
performance  measurement  conflicts  with  16  TAC  §25.498(j)(4),  
relating  to  Prepaid  Service,  because  that  rule  requires  a  REP  
to  submit  a  reconnection  request  no  later  than  one  hour  after  
its  customer  has  completed  the  reconnection  requirements.  
Creating  two  separate  reporting  measurements,  the  Coalition  
posited,  would  create  a  discrepancy  between  the  two  rules  and  
may  impact  the  accuracy  of  what  is  reported.  The  Technical  
Performance  Measures  Report  should  not  require  any  different  
period  from  that  in  §25.498(j)(4),  relating  to  Prepaid  Service.  
The  Coalition  also  recommended  that  the  Commission  either  ex-
empt  customer  accounts  on  prepaid  plans  from  this  requirement  
or  develop  a  more  practical  reporting  standard  tailored  to  the  
unique  nature  of  prepaid  service.  
In  addition,  the  Coalition  commented  that  the  language  in  the  
proposed  Instructions  for  Retail  Performance  Measures  Report,  
Schedule  A,  Part  4  should  not  separate  reporting  concerning  crit-
ical  care  residential  customers  and  chronic  condition  residential  
customers.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  the  Coalition  that  the  data  required  
under  adopted  §25.88  should  be  consistent  with  the  require-
ments  of  §25.498  and  modifies  the  form  and  the  instructions  doc-
ument  to  remain  consistent  with  §25.498(j)(4).  
In  order  to  address  the  unique  nature  of  prepaid  plans,  the  
commission  has  modified  proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  4  to  create  
a  separate  forms  for  prepaid  customers  in  new  Schedule  A,  
Part  3.2,  and  to  create  a  new  form  for  post-pay  customers,  new  
Schedule  A,  Part  3.1.  
Further,  the  commission  agrees  with  the  Coalition  and  clarifies  
that  reporting  under  Schedule  A,  Part  3.1  for  critical  care  resi-
dential  customers  and  chronic  condition  residential  customers  is  
not  to  be  reported  as  separate  values.  The  commission  modifies  
the  instructions  document  to  provide  additional  clarity.  
Schedule  B  - Reporting  Requirements  for  ERCOT  

Proposed  Schedule  B  dictates  the  retail  performance  measure  
reporting  requirements  for  ERCOT.  
ERCOT  recommended  updating  Schedule  B  to  remove  the  three  
references  to  TX  Standard  Electronic  Transaction  Change  Con-

trol  814_07  as  that  transaction  set  was  retired  during  a  Texas  
SET  upgrade  and  is  no  longer  relevant.  
Commission  Response  

The  commission  agrees  with  ERCOT  and  removes  any  refer-
ence  to  the  814_07  transaction  set.  
In  adopting  this  section,  the  commission  makes  other  minor  
modifications  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  its  intent.  
This  section  is  adopted  under  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
(PURA)  §14.001,  which  grants  the  commission  the  general  
power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  public  
utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specifically  desig-
nated  or  implied  by  this  title  that  is  necessary  and  convenient  to  
the  exercise  of  that  power  and  jurisdiction;  §14.002,  which  au-
thorizes  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  reasonably  
required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdiction;  §14.003,  
which  provides  authority  to  require  reports  of  a  public  utility;  
§15.023,  which  provides  for  commission  imposition  of  an  admin-
istrative  penalty  against  a  person  regulated  under  PURA  who  
violates  PURA  or  a  rule  adopted  under  PURA;  §39.001,  which  
sets  forth  the  legislative  policy  and  purpose  of  PURA  Chapter  
39,  Restructuring  of  Electric  Utility  Industry;  §39.101,  which  sets  
forth  customer  safeguards;  §39.151,  which  subjects  to  commis-
sion  review  procedures  established  by  an  independent  operator  
relating  to  the  reliability  of  the  regional  electrical  network  and  
accounting  for  the  production  and  delivery  of  electricity  among  
generators  and  all  other  market  participants;  §39.168,  which  
requires  REPs  and  its  affiliates  to  annually  report  to  the  com-
mission  certain  retail  sales  metrics;  §39.352,  which  sets  forth  
standards  for  certification  of  REPs;  §39.356,  which  provides  for  
suspension,  revocation,  or  amendment  of  a  REP's  certificate;  
and  §39.357,  which  provides  for  the  imposition  of  administrative  
penalties  on  a  REP  for  violations  described  by  §39.356.  
Cross  Reference  to  Statute:  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  
§14.001,  14.002,  14.003,  15.023,  39.001,  39.101,  39.151,  
39.168,  39.352,  39.356,  and  39.357.  
§25.88.  Retail  Market  Performance  Measure  Reporting.  

(a)  Applicability.  This  section  applies  to  the  Electric  Reliabil-
ity  Council  of  Texas  (ERCOT),  retail  electric  providers  (REPs),  and  
transmission  and  distribution  utilities  (TDUs)  except  TDUs  that  pro-
vide  only  wholesale  transmission  service.  

(b)  Filing  requirements.  Using  forms  prescribed  by  the  com-
mission,  a  reporting  entity  must  report  activities  as  required  by  this  
section.  

(1)  Each  entity  must  provide  an  electronic  version  of  its  
retail  market  performance  measures  report  (report)  in  a  manner  pre-
scribed  by  the  commission  and  follow  any  reporting  instructions  pro-
vided  by  the  commission.  The  report  and  any  accompanying  documen-
tation  must  be  filed  in  the  native  format  of  the  file.  

(2)  Beginning  with  the  second  quarter  of  2026.  The  report  
must  be  filed  no  later  than  the  45th  day  following  the  end  of  the  pre-
ceding  quarterly  reporting  period.  Quarterly  periods  begin  on  January  
1,  April  1,  July  1,  and  October  1.  

(c)  Retail  Market  Performance  Measures.  The  report  requires  
reporting  entities  to  provide  data  and  documentation  regarding  the  fol-
lowing  performance  measures:  

(1)  Competitive  market  indicators;  

(2)  Technical  market  mechanics;  and  

(3)  Field  performance  statistics.  
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(d)  Supporting  documentation.  Each  Report  must  include:  

(1)  Analysis.  Each  report  must  include  an  analysis  or  ex-
planation  of  the  reporting  entity's  data  and  performance  for  the  quar-
terly  reporting  period  for  any  retail  market  performance  measure  that  
does  not  meet  the  expected  performance  level.  The  explanation  or  anal-
ysis  must  include  the  change  in  performance  over  the  past  quarterly  
reporting  period  and  an  explanation  of  circumstances  that  may  have  
affected  the  reporting  entity's  performance.  

(2)  Report  attestation.  Each  report  submitted  to  the  com-
mission  must  be  accompanied  by  a  signed,  notarized  affidavit  by  an  
executive  officer  as  defined  in  §25.107.  The  affidavit  must  attest  that  
all  material  provided  in  the  report  is  true,  correct,  and  complete.  

(3)  Supporting  documents  available  for  inspection.  Each  
supporting  document,  including  records,  books,  and  memoranda  must  
be  made  available  for  inspection  by  the  commission  or  commission  
staff  upon  request.  Supporting  documents  must  be  maintained  for  a  
period  of  24  months  after  the  report  date.  

(e)  Other  reports.  

(1)  Additional  reports  requested  by  staff.  The  commission  
or  commission  staff  may  require  a  reporting  entity  to  submit  additional  
reports  to  allow  the  commission  to  analyze  the  changing  dynamics  of  
the  retail  electric  market  or  to  obtain  information  on  specific  issues  that  
may  require  additional  diagnostic  review.  

(2)  Supplemental  information.  Upon  request  by  the  com-
mission  or  commission  staff,  a  reporting  entity  must  provide  any  addi-
tional  information  that  relates  to  its  report.  Such  requests  will  provide  a  
reasonable  deadline  that  takes  into  account  the  information  requested.  

(3)  Additional  reports  requested  by  ERCOT.  ERCOT  may  
require  reporting  entities  to  provide  to  ERCOT  additional  information  
that  relates  to  market  performance  for  specific  analytical  or  diagnostic  
purposes.  

(f)  Enforcement  by  the  commission.  

(1)  Failure  to  timely  file  an  accurate  report.  The  commis-
sion  may  impose  all  applicable  administrative  penalties  under  §22.246  
of  this  title  for  failure  of  a  reporting  entity  to  timely  file  an  accurate  
performance  measures  report.  

(2)  Prohibited  conduct.  Each  entity  must  complete  within  
the  parameters  set  forth  in  the  ERCOT  Protocols  and/or  the  Standard  
Tariff  for  Retail  Delivery  Service  under  §25.214  of  this  title  (relating  to  
Terms  and  Conditions  of  Retail  Delivery  Service  Provided  by  Investor  
Owned  Transmission  and  Distribution  Utilities),  at  least  98%  of  all  its  
technical  market  transactions  in  each  transaction  category  identified  in  
the  filing  package.  

(g)  Public  information.  The  commission  may  produce  a  sum-
mary  report  on  the  retail  market  performance  measures  using  the  infor-
mation  collected  as  a  result  of  these  reporting  requirements.  Any  such  
report  will  only  contain  public  information.  The  commission  may  post  
the  report  on  the  commissions  website  or  provide  the  report  to  any  in-
terested  entity.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  13,  2026.  
TRD-202601228  

Katelyn  Lewis  
Rules  Coordinator  
Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  November  21,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7433  

♦  ♦  ♦  
TITLE  19.  EDUCATION  

PART  2.  TEXAS  EDUCATION  AGENCY  

CHAPTER  89.  ADAPTATIONS  FOR  SPECIAL  
POPULATIONS  
SUBCHAPTER  AA.  COMMISSIONER'S  
RULES  CONCERNING  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  
SERVICES  
The  Texas  Education  Agency  (TEA)  adopts  amendments  to  
§§89.1035,  89.1070,  and  89.1080  and  new  §89.1127,  concern-
ing  adaptations  for  special  populations.  The  amendments  to  
§§89.1035,  89.1070,  and  89.1080  are  adopted  without  changes  
to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  November  7,  2025  
issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (50  TexReg  7215)  and  will  not  be  
republished.  New  §89.1127  is  adopted  with  changes  to  the  
proposed  text  as  published  in  the  November  7,  2025  issue  of  
the  Texas  Register  (50  TexReg  7215)  and  will  be  republished.  
The  adopted  revisions  implement  House  Bill  (HB)  2  and  Senate  
Bill  (SB)  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  
by  updating  statutory  cross  references,  aligning  provisions  
related  to  graduation  requirements  for  students  receiving  spe-
cial  education  services  and  regional  day  school  programs  for  
the  deaf,  and  adding  a  new  section  on  the  noneducational  
community-based  support  services  grant  program.  
REASONED  JUSTIFICATION:  Section  89.1035  addresses  age  
ranges  for  student  eligibility  for  special  education  and  related  ser-
vices.  The  adopted  amendment  updates  statutory  cross  refer-
ences  to  align  with  HB  2  and  SB  568.  
Section  89.1070  addresses  graduation  requirements  for  stu-
dents  receiving  special  education  and  related  services.  The  
adopted  amendment  adds  new  subsection  (d)  to  align  with  HB  
2  and  SB  568  by  clarifying  the  qualifications  a  student  receiving  
special  education  and  related  services  must  meet  to  receive  the  
distinguished  level  of  achievement  with  modified  curriculum.  
Section  89.1070  is  also  modified  to  update  cross  references  to  
the  state  standards  in  the  Texas  Administrative  Code.  
Section  89.1080  references  regional  day  school  programs  for  
the  deaf.  The  adopted  amendment  updates  statutory  cross  ref-
erences  and  adds  reference  to  the  state  plan  to  align  with  HB  
2  and  SB  568.  Additionally,  to  align  with  HB  2  and  SB  568,  the  
adopted  amendment  requires  funds  received  by  fiscal  agents  or  
program  administrators  under  Texas  Education  Code,  §48.315,  
to  be  spent  on  program  related  expenses,  and  adopted  new  sub-
section  (c)  addresses  what  must  be  included  in  a  cooperative  
agreement  between  a  member  district  and  its  fiscal  agent.  
Adopted  new  §89.1127  establishes  procedures  and  criteria  
for  the  allocation  of  noneducational  community-based  support  
services  grants  to  align  with  HB  2  and  SB  568.  The  process  
to  access  noneducational  community-based  support  services  
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will  be  a  grant  system  provided  to  parents  of  eligible  students.  
Adopted  new  subsection  (a)  establishes  definitions.  Based  
on  public  comment,  subsection  (a)(1)  has  been  updated  at  
adoption  to  provide  additional  clarity  in  the  definition  for  "at  
risk  of  being  placed  in  a  residential  program."  Adopted  new  
subsection  (b)  requires  TEA  to  designate  a  regional  education  
service  center  (ESC)  to  administer  grants  under  this  program.  
Adopted  new  subsection  (c)  establishes  requirements  for  school  
districts.  Adopted  new  subsection  (d)  outlines  the  operational  
responsibilities  of  the  designated  ESC.  Adopted  new  subsection  
(e)  establishes  a  requirement  for  a  parent  of  an  eligible  student  
to  complete  the  application  process  and  procedures  developed  
by  the  ESC  to  access  the  grants  under  this  section.  Adopted  
new  subsection  (f)  establishes  initial  grant  amounts  under  this  
program.  
SUMMARY  OF  COMMENTS  AND  AGENCY  RESPONSES:  
The  public  comment  period  on  the  proposal  began  December  
5,  2025,  and  ended  January  5,  2026.  Following  is  a  summary  
of  public  comments  received  and  agency  responses.  
Comment:  A  school  counselor  expressed  concern  that  children  
of  district  employees  including  counselors,  nurses,  secretaries,  
librarians,  and  administrators  who  are  not  educators  are  not  eli-
gible  for  free  prekindergarten  in  the  district  even  though  children  
of  classroom  teachers  are  now  eligible.  
Response:  The  agency  offers  the  following  clarification.  The  
specification  that  only  children  of  classroom  teachers  are  eligi-
ble  for  free  public  prekindergarten  is  a  requirement  in  state  law,  
and  the  rule  simply  implements  the  statutory  change.  Further  
expansion  of  the  eligibility  criteria  would  need  to  be  made  by  the  
legislature.  
Comment:  An  educator  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  re-
moval  of  references  to  cultural  diversity.  
Response:  The  agency  disagrees  that  the  amendments  to  the  
language  are  not  appropriate.  References  to  cultural  diversity  
were  not  removed  from  the  rule.  A  reference  to  family  engage-
ment  being  culturally  responsive  was  broadened  to  ensure  that  
engagement  is  responsive  to  a  variety  of  backgrounds.  A  sec-
ond  reference  was  adjusted  to  clarify  that  a  district  family  en-
gagement  plan  should  identify  partners  to  provide  parents  with  
all  relevant  resources  reflective  of  the  home  language  and  not  
just  culturally  relevant  resources.  
DIVISION  2.  CLARIFICATION  OF  
PROVISIONS  IN  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS  
19  TAC  §§89.1035,  89.1070,  89.1080  

STATUTORY  AUTHORITY.  The  amendments  are  adopted  un-
der  Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §28.025,  which  establishes  
requirements  related  to  high  school  graduation  and  academic  
achievement  records;  TEC,  §29.001,  as  amended  by  House  Bill  
(HB)  2  and  Senate  Bill  (SB)  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Reg-
ular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  criteria  for  the  implemen-
tation  of  special  education  law,  including  rulemaking  as  part  of  
the  comprehensive  system  focused  on  maximizing  student  out-
comes;  TEC,  §29.003,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  
Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  requires  the  
Texas  Education  Agency  (TEA)  to  develop  eligibility  criteria  for  
students  receiving  special  education  services;  TEC,  §29.013,  as  
amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Reg-
ular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  noneducational  commu-
nity-based  support  services  grants  for  certain  students  with  dis-
abilities  and  requires  the  commissioner  to  adopt  rules  regarding  

the  grants  awarded  under  this  section;  TEC,  §29.026,  as  added  
by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  
2025,  which  grants  the  commissioner  rulemaking  authority  to  im-
plement  TEC,  Chapter  29,  Educational  Programs,  Subchapter  A,  
Special  Education  Program;  TEC,  §30.002,  as  amended  by  HB  
2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  
which  requires  TEA  to  develop  and  administer  a  statewide  plan  
for  the  education  of  children  with  visual  impairments,  children  
who  are  deaf  or  hard  of  hearing,  and  children  who  are  deaf-
blind;  TEC,  §30.0021,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  require-
ments  for  students  with  visual  impairments;  TEC,  §30.081,  as  
amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regu-
lar  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  the  legislative  intent  con-
cerning  regional  day  schools  for  the  deaf;  TEC,  §30.085,  which  
establishes  the  use  of  local  resources  in  the  establishment  and  
operation  of  the  regional  day  school  programs  for  the  deaf;  TEC,  
§30.086,  which  establishes  powers  and  duties  of  TEA  regard-
ing  regional  day  schools  for  the  deaf;  TEC,  §48.1021,  as  added  
by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  
2025,  which  establishes  special  education  service  group  fund-
ing;  TEC,  §48.315,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  funding  
for  regional  day  school  programs  for  the  deaf;  Texas  Govern-
ment  Code,  §392.002,  which  establishes  the  use  of  person  first  
respectful  language  required  by  the  legislature  and  the  Texas  
Legislative  Council;  34  CFR,  §300.8,  which  defines  terms  re-
garding  a  child  with  a  disability;  34  CFR,  §300.100,  which  estab-
lishes  eligibility  criteria  for  a  state  to  receive  assistance;  34  CFR,  
§300.101,  which  defines  the  requirement  for  all  children  residing  
in  the  state  between  the  ages  of  3-21  to  have  free  appropriate  
public  education  available;  34  CFR,  §300.102,  which  establishes  
criteria  for  limitation-exception  to  free  appropriate  public  educa-
tion  for  certain  ages;  34  CFR,  §300.111,  which  defines  the  re-
quirement  of  the  state  to  have  policies  and  procedures  in  place  
regarding  child  find;  34  CFR,  §300.149,  which  establishes  the  
state  education  agency's  responsibility  for  general  supervision;  
and  34  CFR,  §300.600,  which  establishes  requirements  for  state  
monitoring  and  enforcement.  
CROSS  REFERENCE  TO  STATUTE.  The  amendments  imple-
ment  Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §28.025;  §§29.001,  29.003,  
and  29.013,  as  amended  by  House  Bill  (HB)  2  and  Senate  
Bill  (SB)  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  
§29.026,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  
Regular  Session,  2025;  §30.002,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  
568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  §30.0021,  
as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  
Session,  2025;  §30.081,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  
Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  §30.085;  §30.086;  
and  §48.1021  and  §48.315,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  
Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  Texas  Government  
Code,  §392.002;  and  34  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  (CFR),  
§§300.8,  300.100,  300.101,  300.102,  300.111,  300.149,  and  
300.600.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  
TRD-202601251  
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Cristina  De  La  Fuente-Valadez  
Director,  Rulemaking  
Texas  Education  Agency  
Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  November  7,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  475-1497  

♦  ♦  ♦  

DIVISION  4.  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  FUNDING  
19  TAC  §89.1127  

STATUTORY  AUTHORITY.  The  new  rule  is  adopted  under  
Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §28.025,  which  establishes  
requirements  related  to  high  school  graduation  and  academic  
achievement  records;  TEC,  §29.001,  as  amended  by  House  
Bill  (HB)  2  and  Senate  Bill  (SB)  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  
Regular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  criteria  for  the  im-
plementation  of  special  education  law,  including  rulemaking  
as  part  of  the  comprehensive  system  focused  on  maximizing  
student  outcomes;  TEC,  §29.003,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  
SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  
requires  the  Texas  Education  Agency  (TEA)  to  develop  eligibility  
criteria  for  students  receiving  special  education  services;  TEC,  
§29.013,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legisla-
ture,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  noneducational  
community-based  support  services  grants  for  certain  students  
with  disabilities  and  requires  the  commissioner  to  adopt  rules  
regarding  the  grants  awarded  under  this  section;  TEC,  §29.026,  
as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  
Session,  2025,  which  grants  the  commissioner  rulemaking  
authority  to  implement  TEC,  Chapter  29,  Educational  Programs,  
Subchapter  A,  Special  Education  Program;  TEC,  §30.002,  as  
amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  
Session,  2025,  which  requires  TEA  to  develop  and  administer  a  
statewide  plan  for  the  education  of  children  with  visual  impair-
ments,  children  who  are  deaf  or  hard  of  hearing,  and  children  
who  are  deafblind;  TEC,  §30.0021,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  
568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  
establishes  requirements  for  students  with  visual  impairments;  
TEC,  §30.081,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  the  
legislative  intent  concerning  regional  day  schools  for  the  deaf;  
TEC,  §30.085,  which  establishes  the  use  of  local  resources  
in  the  establishment  and  operation  of  the  regional  day  school  
programs  for  the  deaf;  TEC,  §30.086,  which  establishes  powers  
and  duties  of  TEA  regarding  regional  day  schools  for  the  deaf;  
TEC,  §48.1021,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  establishes  special  
education  service  group  funding;  TEC,  §48.315,  as  added  by  
HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  
2025,  which  establishes  funding  for  regional  day  school  pro-
grams  for  the  deaf;  Texas  Government  Code,  §392.002,  which  
establishes  the  use  of  person  first  respectful  language  required  
by  the  legislature  and  the  Texas  Legislative  Council;  34  CFR,  
§300.8,  which  defines  terms  regarding  a  child  with  a  disability;  
34  CFR,  §300.100,  which  establishes  eligibility  criteria  for  a  
state  to  receive  assistance;  34  CFR,  §300.101,  which  defines  
the  requirement  for  all  children  residing  in  the  state  between  
the  ages  of  3-21  to  have  free  appropriate  public  education  
available;  34  CFR,  §300.102,  which  establishes  criteria  for  limi-
tation-exception  to  free  appropriate  public  education  for  certain  
ages;  34  CFR,  §300.111,  which  defines  the  requirement  of  the  
state  to  have  policies  and  procedures  in  place  regarding  child  

find;  34  CFR,  §300.149,  which  establishes  the  state  education  
agency's  responsibility  for  general  supervision;  and  34  CFR,  
§300.600,  which  establishes  requirements  for  state  monitoring  
and  enforcement.  
CROSS  REFERENCE  TO  STATUTE.  The  new  rule  implements  
Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §28.025;  §§29.001,  29.003,  and  
29.013,  as  amended  by  House  Bill  (HB)  2  and  Senate  Bill  (SB)  
568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  §29.026,  
as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  
Session,  2025;  §30.002,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  
Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  §30.0021,  as  added  
by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  
2025;  §30.081,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  
Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  §30.085;  §30.086;  and  
§48.1021  and  §48.315,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  
Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  Texas  Government  
Code,  §392.002;  and  34  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  (CFR),  
§§300.8,  300.100,  300.101,  300.102,  300.111,  300.149,  and  
300.600.  
§89.1127.  Noneducational  Community-Based  Support  Services  
Grant  Program.  

(a)  Definitions.  The  following  definitions  shall  apply.  

(1)  "At  risk  of  being  placed  in  a  residential  program"  means  
either  the  student's  school  district  has  given  the  student's  parent  a  prior  
notice  in  writing  proposing  to  initiate  or  change  the  placement  of  the  
student  from  a  day  placement  program  to  a  residential  program  or  the  
student's  admission,  review,  and  dismissal  committee  has  discussed  
this  more  restrictive  placement  as  a  possibility  if  the  student's  current  
placement  in  a  day  placement  program  is  determined  to  not  provide  the  
student  a  free  appropriate  public  education.  This  would  be  confirmed  
with  the  school  system  prior  to  approving  a  grant  for  this  reason.  If  the  
school  district  does  not  provide  confirmation,  the  grant  administrator  
must  notify  the  parent  and  offer  the  parent  an  opportunity  to  provide  
information  that  serves  as  confirmation.  

(2)  "Day  placement  program"  means  a  day  placement  pro-
gram  approved  under  Texas  Education  Code,  §29.008,  which  could  in-
clude  a  student  who  is  receiving  special  education  and  related  services  
in  or  on  a  nonpublic  facility  or  on  a  district  campus  or  facility  in  a  spe-
cial  education  setting  more  than  50%  of  the  instructional  day.  

(3)  "Parent"  means  a  person  who  meets  the  definition  of  
parent  in  34  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  §300.30.  

(4)  "School  district"  includes  open-enrollment  charter  
schools.  

(b)  The  Texas  Education  Agency  shall  designate  a  regional  ed-
ucation  service  center  (ESC)  to  administer  grants  under  this  program.  

(c)  Each  school  district  must:  

(1)  inform  the  parent  of  an  eligible  student  of  the  availabil-
ity  of  grants  under  this  program;  and  

(2)  designate  a  staff  member  to  assist  families  in  accessing  
grants  under  this  program.  

(d)  The  designated  ESC  shall  develop  or  establish  the  follow-
ing:  

(1)  an  accessible  application  for  a  parent  to  apply  for  a  
grant;  

(2)  procedures  to  verify  with  the  agency  and  the  school  dis-
trict,  when  necessary,  the  student's  eligibility  for  a  grant;  
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(3)  procedures  related  to  establishing  an  account  for  a  par-
ent  to  access  the  grant  funds  once  a  student  is  determined  eligible;  

(4)  a  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  

(5)  procedures  for  a  parent  or  service  provider  to  request  
placement  on  the  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  

(6)  procedures  to  pay  service  providers  for  approved  ser-
vices;  and  

(7)  procedures  for  a  parent  to  request  an  increase  in  their  
grant  amount.  

(e)  A  parent  of  an  eligible  student  must  complete  the  applica-
tion  process  and  the  procedures  developed  by  the  designated  ESC  to  
access  the  grants  under  this  program.  

(f)  Initial  grant  amounts  under  this  program  shall  be  $5,000,  
subject  to  available  funding.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  
TRD-202601252  
Cristina  De  La  Fuente-Valadez  
Director,  Rulemaking  
Texas  Education  Agency  
Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  November  7,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  475-1497  

♦  ♦  ♦  

CHAPTER  129.  STUDENT  ATTENDANCE  
SUBCHAPTER  AA.  COMMISSIONER'S  
RULES  
19  TAC  §129.1031  

The  Texas  Education  Agency  (TEA)  adopts  an  amendment  to  
§129.1031,  concerning  student  attendance.  The  amendment  is  
adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  
the  November  14,  2025  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (50  TexReg  
7401)  and  will  not  be  republished.  The  adopted  amendment  clar-
ifies  student  eligibility  and  attendance  reporting  for  off-campus  
programs  and  expands  the  list  of  entities  that  may  provide  those  
programs.  
REASONED  JUSTIFICATION:  Section  129.1031  explains  stu-
dent  and  funding  eligibility  for  off-campus  programs.  
The  amendment  to  §129.1031(a)  updates  the  statutory  authority  
from  Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §42.0052  to  §48.005(g-1)  
and  §48.007.  
New  subsection  (b)  expands  the  types  of  entities  that  can  pro-
vide  off-campus  instructional  programs  eligible  for  course  credit.  
In  addition  to  existing  provisions,  it  includes  career  and  tech-
nical  education  providers,  student  internships,  project-based  
research  opportunities,  work-based  learning  opportunities,  
private  schools  accredited  by  recognized  accrediting  entities,  
community-based  child-care  providers  meeting  criteria  under  
TEC,  §29.153,  and  other  off-campus  instructional  entities  ap-
proved  by  the  school  district.  

New  subsection  (c)  adds  eligibility  criteria  required  for  a  student  
to  participate  in  an  off-campus  program.  
New  subsection  (c)(1)  adds  eligibility  criteria  needed  for  students  
participating  in  an  off-campus  programs  provided  by  institutions  
of  higher  education.  
New  subsection  (c)(1)(A)  states  that  eligible  students  must  have  
parental  approval  for  the  specific  program  unless  they  are  18  or  
older.  
New  subsection  (c)(2)  adds  criteria  that  students  participating  in  
an  off-campus  program  not  provided  by  an  institution  of  higher  
education  must  meet.  
New  subsection  (c)(2)(A)  adds  that  students  need  to  have  
parental  approval  for  the  specific  program  unless  they  are  18  or  
older.  
New  subsection  (c)(2)(B)  adds  that  students  must  meet  the  eli-
gibility  requirements  adopted  by  a  school  district  or  an  open-en-
rollment  charter  school  for  participation  in  off-campus  programs.  
The  amendment  to  subsection  (d)(1)  clarifies  language  to  in-
clude  students  participating  part  time  in  an  off-campus  program.  
New  subsection  (d)(2)  was  added  to  explain  that,  for  students  
enrolled  full  time  in  an  off-campus  program,  the  school  district  
or  charter  school  will  set  a  specific  time  to  take  attendance  in  
coordination  with  the  program.  The  district  or  charter  will  also  
have  the  flexibility  to  choose  a  different  attendance  time  for  cer-
tain  student  groups  separate  from  the  district's  usual  schedule.  
The  amendment  to  subsection  (d)(3)  specifies  that  alternate  at-
tendance-taking  times  may  not  be  changed  once  they  are  se-
lected  unless  permitted  by  TEA.  
The  amendment  to  subsection  (e)  removes  the  term  "college"  
and  replaces  it  with  broader  language  concerning  any  entity  pro-
viding  an  off-campus  program.  
New  subsection  (e)(1)  was  added  to  state  that  the  school  district  
or  charter  school  is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  any  approved  
off-campus  program  complies  with  all  applicable  requirements  
set  by  the  TEC  or  other  relevant  authorities.  
New  subsection  (e)(1)(A)  was  added  to  include  student  enroll-
ment  requirements.  
New  subsection  (e)(1)(B)  was  added  to  include  assessments  re-
quired  by  provisions  of  TEC,  Chapter  39.  
New  subsection  (e)(2)  was  added  to  specify  requirements  for  
attendance  and  assessment  and  accountability  purposes.  
New  subsection  (e)(2)(A)  was  added  to  require  a  student  partic-
ipating  part  time  in  an  off-campus  program  to  remain  enrolled  in  
their  district  or  charter  school  campus.  
New  subsection  (e)(2)(B)  was  added  to  require  a  student  par-
ticipating  full  time  in  an  off-campus  program  to  be  enrolled  in  a  
campus  with  a  county  district  campus  number  (CDCN)  establish  
by  the  school  district  or  charter  school  to  fulfill  serving  full-time  
students  under  this  section.  A  CDCN  may  be  granted  for  one  or  
more  off-campus  providers.  An  application  for  a  new  CDCN  for  
a  full-time  off-campus  program  must  meet  all  requirements  for  
new  CDCNs.  
New  subsection  (e)(2)(B)(i)  was  added  to  indicate  that,  if  per-
formance  of  the  full-time  program  results  in  the  revocation  of  the  
CDCN  for  discretionary  or  mandatory  reasons  under  TEC,  Chap-
ter  39A,  and  other  statutes,  a  school  district  or  charter  school  
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is  not  eligible  for  funding  under  this  section  under  the  revoked  
CDCN  until  TEA  reauthorizes  the  school  district  or  charter  school  
to  receive  a  CDCN  for  that  off-campus  provider  to  serve  full-time  
students.  
New  subsection  (e)(2)(B)(ii)  was  added  to  indicate  that  charter  
schools  must  also  meet  expansion  criteria  and  receive  approval  
for  an  additional  campus  prior  to  requesting  a  new  CDCN  for  a  
full-time  off-campus  program.  
New  subsection  (e)(2)(C)  was  added  to  authorize  a  full-time  off-
campus  program  to  operate  without  a  separate  CDCN  if  the  num-
ber  of  students  enrolled  in  a  full-time  off-campus  program  will  not  
meet  the  threshold  to  generate  an  accountability  rating  for  the  
campus.  A  district  or  charter  school  operating  a  full-time  off-cam-
pus  program  must  enroll  these  students  in  an  existing  campus.  
New  subsection  (e)(3)  was  added  to  address  revocation  of  eli-
gibility  of  district  or  charter  school  to  receive  funding  if  the  com-
missioner  determines  the  performance  or  health  and  safety  of  
students  participating  in  the  program  is  no  longer  satisfactory.  
SUMMARY  OF  COMMENTS  AND  AGENCY  RESPONSES:  The  
public  comment  period  on  the  proposal  began  November  14,  
2025,  and  ended  December  15,  2025.  Following  is  a  summary  
of  public  comments  received  and  agency  responses.  
Comment:  An  individual  stated  a  student  present  at  an  approved  
off-campus  program  should  be  counted  present  and  not  have  
any  attendance  penalties.  
Response:  The  agency  agrees.  The  rule  states  that  a  student  
present  at  an  approved  off-campus  program  is  to  be  counted  
present  as  prescribed  by  the  rule  and  the  Student  Attendance  
Accounting  Handbook  (SAAH)  adopted  by  reference  under  19  
TAC  §129.1025.  
Comment:  Graduation  Alliance  proposed  language  to  recog-
nize  the  Optional  Flexible  School  Day  Program  (OFSDP)  within  
§129.1031(b)(8).  
Response:  The  agency  disagrees  as  OFSDP  is  a  separate  pro-
gram.  
Comment:  Graduation  Alliance  suggested  language  to  align  
with  definitions  and  procedures  currently  outlined  in  the  SAAH  
in  §3.6.2.2  and  §11.10.2.  
Response:  The  agency  disagrees  with  making  the  suggested  
change.  The  SAAH  will  be  revised  for  the  2026-2027  school  
year  to  align  with  this  rule.  
Comment:  The  Graduation  Alliance  suggested  clarification  in  
subsection  (e)(2)  for  enrollment  and  accountability  structures  for  
OFSDP  Online  Dropout  Recovery  Programs.  
Response:  The  agency  disagrees  as  OFSDP  is  a  separate  pro-
gram  and  not  an  off-campus  program.  
STATUTORY  AUTHORITY.  The  amendment  is  adopted  under  
Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §48.005(g-1),  which  requires  the  
commissioner  to  adopt  rules  to  calculate  average  daily  atten-
dance  for  students  in  a  blended  learning  programs  where  instruc-
tion  is  supplemented  with  learning  opportunities,  including  in-
ternships,  externships,  and  apprenticeships;  and  TEC,  §48.007,  
which  requires  the  commissioner  to  adopt  verification  and  report-
ing  procedures  concerning  time  spent  by  students  participating  
in  instructional  programs  provided  off  campus  by  an  entity  other  
than  a  school  district  or  an  open-enrollment  charter  school.  

CROSS  REFERENCE  TO  STATUTE.  The  amendment  imple-
ments  Texas  Education  Code,  §48.005(g-1)  and  §48.007.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  
TRD-202601254  
Cristina  De  La  Fuente-Valadez  
Director,  Rulemaking  
Texas  Education  Agency  
Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  November  14,  2025  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  475-1497  

♦  ♦  ♦  
TITLE  22.  EXAMINING  BOARDS  

PART  1.  TEXAS  BOARD  OF  
ARCHITECTURAL  EXAMINERS  

CHAPTER  1.  ARCHITECTS  
The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  
amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC),  Chapter  
1  relating  to  Architects,  §1.27,  relating  to  Provisional  Licensure,  
and  §1.149,  relating  to  Criminal  Convictions.  The  amendments  
are  adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  published  in  
the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  
269).  The  rules  will  not  be  republished.  
Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  
Bill  1080  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  which  amends  provi-
sions  in  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  relating  to  licens-
ing  and  Consequences  of  Criminal  Conviction.  To  implement  
SB  1080,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  TAC  §1.27  and  
§1.149.  
Through  Senate  Bill  1080,  the  legislature  provides  licensing  au-
thorities  discretion  to  revoke  a  license  following  imprisonment  for  
a  felony  conviction,  unless  the  felony  offense  is  directly  related  
to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  licensed  occupation,  the  
felony  offense  is  a  sexually  violent  offense  under  Article  62.001,  
Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  or  the  felony  offense  is  an  offense  
listed  in  Article  42A.054,  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  pursuant  
to  §53.021,  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  amend-
ments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §1.149(a)  - (b).  
Additionally,  SB  1080  added  §53.0211(b-1),  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  which  allows  licensing  authorities  discretion  to  consider  
the  issuance  of  a  provisional  license  to  an  applicant  who  has  
committed  an  offense  and  is  an  imprisoned  inmate  of  the  Texas  
Department  of  Criminal  Justice  (TDCJ)  or  is  an  applicant  on  
parole  or  mandatory  supervision  who  is  residing  at  a  halfway  
house  or  community  residential  facility.  The  applicant  must  be  
a  student  or  graduate  of  the  Windham  School  District  or  an  in-
stitution  of  higher  education.  A  provisional  license  issued  under  
§53.0211(b-1),  Texas  Occupations  Code  is  valid  for  twelve  (12)  
months,  and  the  term  begins  on  the  date  an  applicant  who  is  an  
inmate  is  released,  pursuant  to  amendments  to  §53.0211(b)(2)  
and  §53.0211(c),  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  
amendments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §1.27(b),  (d).  
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Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-
ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  
SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  
REGISTRATION  
22  TAC  §1.27  

Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §1.27  are  adopted  un-
der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  
Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  
practice  of  architecture;  §1051.207,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  
which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  rules  as  necessary  to  com-
ply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  
Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  authorities  
authority  grant  licenses  and  provisional  licenses  to  certain  appli-
cants  with  prior  criminal  convictions.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601137  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  H.  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT  
22  TAC  §1.149  

Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §1.149  are  adopted  un-
der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  
Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  
practice  of  architecture;  §1051.207,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  
which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  rules  as  necessary  to  com-
ply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  
Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  authorities  
authority  grant  licenses  and  provisional  licenses  to  certain  appli-
cants  with  prior  criminal  convictions.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601138  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  
REGISTRATION  
22  TAC  §1.29  

The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  
amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §1.29.  The  
amendments  are  adopted  with  changes  to  the  proposed  text  
published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  
(51  TexReg  272)  and  will  be  republished.  
Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  
Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  
which  amend  provisions  in  Chapter  55,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  relating  to  Licensing  of  Military  Service  Members,  Military  
Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  To  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  
and  House  Bill  5629,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  TAC  
§1.29.  The  adopted  amendments  also  include  non-substantive  
grammatical  changes  and  paragraph  renumbering.  
SB  1818  mandates  the  prompt  issuance  of  a  provisional  regis-
tration  to  an  applicant  under  §55.004  or  §55.0041,  Texas  Occu-
pations  Code  if  the  agency  is  unable  to  promptly  issue  a  license  
or  recognition  of  an  out-of-state  license,  respectively.  A  provi-
sional  license  expires  the  earlier  of  the  date  the  license  is  issued  
or  recognition  is  granted,  or  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  pro-
visional  registration  is  issued.  These  requirements  are  adopted  
in  22  TAC  §1.29(b).  
Under  HB  5629,  amendments  to  §55.004,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  mandate  licensing  agencies  issue  a  license  to  a  military  
service  member,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse  who  holds  
a  license  in  good  standing  in  another  state  with  a  similar  scope  
of  practice  to  Texas.  Amendments  to  §55.0041,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code,  allow  a  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  or  
military  spouse  to  practice  in  Texas  under  an  out-of-state  license  
without  having  to  become  registered  in  Texas,  and  provides  pro-
cedures  for  recognizing  the  out-of-state  license.  These  require-
ments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §1.29(c).  
Additionally,  HB  5629  adds  §55.0042,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  
which  specifies  how  "good  standing"  is  determined,  which  is  
adopted  in  22  TAC  §1.29(a)(3),  and  the  bill  also  added  §55.0043,  
Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  requires  that  agencies  track  
and  publish  complaints  made  against  a  military  service  mem-
ber,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse.  The  law  also  modifies  
§55.005(a),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  requires  agencies  
to  process  applications  and  issue  registrations  for  qualified  ap-
plicants  within  10  business  days  instead  of  30,  which  is  adopted  
in  22  TAC  §1.29(b)(3)  and  §1.29(c)(4).  Finally,  HB  5629  modifies  
§55.009,  Texas  Occupations  Code  to  waive  application  fees  for  
any  individual  who  is  a  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  
or  military  spouse  which  is  adopted  in  22  TAC  §1.29(f).  
Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-
ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  
Statutory  Authority.  The  amendment  of  §1.29  is  adopted  un-
der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  
Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  
practice  of  architecture;  §1051.704,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  
which  requires  the  Board  to  examine  each  applicant  for  regis-
tration  on  any  architectural  subject  or  procedure  the  Board  re-
quires  and  to  issue  a  certificate  of  registration  to  each  applicant  
who  passes  the  examination;  and  §§55.004,  55.0041,  55.0042,  
55.0043,  55.005,  and  55.009,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  
relate  to  the  Licensing  of  Military  Service  Members,  Military  Vet-
erans,  and  Military  Spouses.  
§1.29.  Registration  of  a  Military  Service  Member,  Military  Veteran,  
or  Military  Spouse.  

(a)  For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  terms  shall  have  the  fol-
lowing  definitions:  
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(1)  "Active  duty"  means  current  full-time  military  service  
in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  active  duty  military  ser-
vice  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  military  forces,  as  defined  by  Section  
437.001,  Government  Code,  or  similar  military  service  of  another  state.  

(2)  "Armed  forces  of  the  United  States"  means  the  army,  
navy,  air  force,  coast  guard,  or  marine  corps  of  the  United  States  or  a  
reserve  unit  of  one  of  those  branches  of  the  armed  forces.  

(3)  "Good  Standing"  means  an  Applicant:  

(A)  holds  a  license  that  is  current,  has  not  been  sus-
pended  or  revoked,  and  has  not  been  voluntarily  surrendered  during  
an  investigation  for  unprofessional  conduct;  

(B)  has  not  been  disciplined  by  the  licensing  authority  
with  respect  to  the  license  or  person's  practice  of  architecture;  and  

(C)  is  not  currently  under  investigation  by  the  licensing  
authority  for  unprofessional  conduct  related  to  the  person's  license  or  
profession.  

(4)  "License"  means  a  license  or  registration  to  practice  ar-
chitecture.  

(5)  "Military  service  member"  means  a  person  who  is  on  
active  duty.  

(6)  "Military  spouse"  means  a  person  who  is  married  to  a  
military  service  member.  

(7)  "Military  veteran"  means  a  person  who  has  served  on  
active  duty  and  who  was  discharged  or  released  from  active  duty.  

(b)  Expedited  Licensure  Procedure  for  a  Military  Service  
Member,  Military  Veteran,  or  Military  Spouse.  

(1)  A  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  or  military  
spouse  may  apply  for  a  registration  in  accordance  with:  

(A)  §1.21  of  this  chapter  (relating  to  Registration  by  Ex-
amination);  

(B)  §1.22  of  this  chapter  (relating  to  Registration  by  Re-
ciprocal  Transfer);  or  

(C)  §55.004,  Texas  Occupations  Code.  

(2)  A  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  or  military  
spouse  is  eligible  for  registration  under  §55.004,  Texas  Occupations  
Code  if:  

(A)  the  Applicant  holds  a  current  license  issued  by  an-
other  state  that  is  similar  in  scope  of  practice  to  a  Texas  architectural  
registration  and  is  in  Good  Standing  with  that  state's  licensing  author-
ity;  or  

(B)  the  Applicant  held  a  Texas  architectural  registration  
within  the  five  years  preceding  the  application  date  under  this  subsec-
tion.  

(3)  Not  later  than  the  10th  business  day  after  the  date  a  mil-
itary  service  member,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse  files  an  ap-
plication  for  registration  under  §1.21  or  §1.22  of  this  chapter,  the  Board  
shall  process  the  application  and  issue  a  registration  to  a  qualifying  Ap-
plicant.  

(4)  On  receipt  of  an  application  for  registration  in  ac-
cordance  with  §55.004,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  the  Board  shall  
promptly  issue  a  provisional  registration  to  the  Applicant  while  the  
Board  processes  the  application  or  issue  the  registration.  A  provisional  
registration  issued  under  this  subsection  expires  on  the  earlier  of:  

(A)  the  date  the  Board  approves  or  denies  the  applica-
tion  for  registration;  or  

(B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-
tion  is  issued.  

(c)  Recognition  of  Out-of-State  License  of  Military  Service  
Members  and  Military  Spouses.  

(1)  As  applicable,  a  military  service  member  or  military  
spouse  who  holds  a  current  license  issued  by  another  state  that  is  sim-
ilar  in  scope  of  practice  to  a  Texas  architectural  registration  and  who  
is  in  Good  Standing  with  that  state's  licensing  authority  may  submit  
an  application  to  the  Board  to  request  recognition  of  the  out-of-state  
license  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  §55.0041,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code,  if:  

(A)  the  military  service  member  has  been  ordered  to  re-
locate  to  Texas,  or  

(B)  the  military  spouse  is  married  to  a  military  service  
member  who  has  been  ordered  to  relocate  to  Texas.  

(2)  An  Applicant  whose  out-of-state  license  is  recognized  
under  this  subsection  may  engage  in  the  Practice  of  Architecture  in  this  
state  without  obtaining  a  registration.  

(3)  Prior  to  engaging  in  the  Practice  of  Architecture  under  
this  subsection,  the  Applicant  must  submit  the  following  information  
to  the  Board  to  demonstrate  eligibility  for  recognition  of  an  out-of-state  
license:  

(A)  a  copy  of  the  member's  military  orders  showing  re-
location  to  this  state;  

(B)  if  the  Applicant  is  a  military  spouse,  a  copy  of  the  
military  spouse's  marriage  license;  and  

(C)  a  notarized  affidavit  affirming  under  penalty  of  per-
jury  that:  

(i)  the  Applicant  is  the  person  described  and  identi-
fied  in  the  application;  

(ii)  all  statements  in  the  application  are  true,  correct,  
and  complete;  

(iii)  the  Applicant  understands  the  scope  of  practice  
for  an  architect  in  this  state  and  will  not  perform  outside  of  that  scope  
of  practice;  and  

(iv)  the  Applicant  is  in  Good  Standing  in  each  state  
in  which  the  Applicant  holds  or  has  held  a  license.  

(4)  Not  later  than  10  business  days  after  a  military  service  
member  or  military  spouse  files  an  application  for  registration  under  
this  subsection,  the  Board  shall:  

(A)  Notify  the  Applicant  of  the  Board's  determination  
that:  

(i)  the  Board  recognizes  the  Applicant's  out-of-state  
license;  

(ii)  the  application  is  incomplete;  or  

(iii)  the  Board  is  unable  to  recognize  the  Applicant's  
out-of-state  license  because  the  Board  does  not  issue  a  registration  sim-
ilar  in  scope  of  practice  to  the  Applicant's  license;  or  

(B)  Issue  a  provisional  registration  to  the  Applicant  
pending  the  issuance  of  a  determination  under  subparagraph  (4)(A)  of  
this  paragraph.  
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(5)  A  provisional  registration  issued  under  this  subsection  
expires  on  the  earlier  of:  

(A)  the  date  the  Board  issues  a  determination  under  
paragraph  (4)(A)  of  this  subsection;  or  

(B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-
tion  is  issued.  

(6)  An  Applicant  under  this  subsection  shall  comply  with  
all  other  laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  Practice  of  Architecture  
in  this  state.  

(7)  A  military  service  member  or  military  spouse  may  en-
gage  in  the  Practice  of  Architecture  under  the  authority  of  this  subsec-
tion  only  for  the  period  during  which  the  military  service  member  or,  
with  respect  to  a  military  spouse,  the  military  service  member  to  whom  
the  spouse  is  married  is  stationed  at  a  military  installation  in  this  state.  

(8)  In  the  event  of  a  divorce  or  similar  event  that  affects  a  
person's  status  as  a  military  spouse,  the  former  spouse  may  continue  
to  engage  in  the  Practice  of  Architecture  under  the  authority  of  this  
subsection  until  the  third  anniversary  of  the  date  the  spouse  submitted  
the  application  required  under  paragraph  (3)  of  this  subsection.  

(d)  The  Board  will  review  and  evaluate  the  following  crite-
ria  when  determining  whether  another  state's  scope  of  practice  of  a  li-
censed  architect  is  similar  to  the  scope  of  practice  of  an  Architect  in  
Texas:  

(1)  Whether  the  statutory  definition  of  the  practice  of  ar-
chitecture  includes  the  core  functions  recognized  in  Texas;  

(2)  Whether  architects  are  responsible  for  public  health,  
safety,  and  welfare  in  a  manner  comparable  to  Texas;  

(3)  Whether  the  other  state  restricts  architectural  services  
to  licensed  architects  in  a  manner  consistent  with  Texas  practice;  

(4)  The  similarity  of  exemptions  from  licensure,  including  
building-type  or  size  exemptions,  and  whether  such  exemptions  mate-
rially  alter  the  scope  of  services  architects  perform;  

(5)  Whether  architects  in  the  other  state  are  authorized  or  
required  to  perform  construction  observation  services  similar  to  those  
required  in  Texas;  

(6)  The  similarity  of  requirements  for  responsible  charge  
or  responsible  control,  including  duties  related  to  supervision,  docu-
ment  preparation,  and  sealing  construction  documents  for  regulatory  
approval,  permitting,  or  construction;  

(7)  Whether  architects  have  comparable  responsibilities  
for  building  code  compliance,  accessibility,  life-safety  considerations,  
and  related  regulatory  obligations;  

(8)  The  extent  to  which  the  division  of  responsibilities  
between  architects  and  other  licensed  professions,  such  as  engineers,  
aligns  with  Texas  practice;  

(9)  Whether  requirements  for  architectural  involvement  in  
public-sector  projects  align  with  Texas  standards;  

(10)  Whether  rules,  interpretations,  or  guidance  issued  by  
the  other  state's  architectural  licensing  board  result  in  a  functional  scope  
of  practice  comparable  to  Texas;  and  

(11)  The  similarity  of  enforcement  mechanisms,  disci-
plinary  authority,  and  standards  of  professional  responsibility  that  
define  and  limit  the  scope  of  practice.  

(e)  Verified  military  service,  training,  or  education  will  be  
credited  toward  the  registration  requirements,  other  than  an  examina-

tion  requirement,  of  an  Applicant  who  is  a  military  service  member  or  
a  military  veteran.  

(f)  The  Board  shall  not  charge  an  application  or  examination  
fee  paid  to  the  Board  for  any  Applicant  who  is  a  military  service  mem-
ber,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse.  

(g)  A  military  service  member  is  exempt  from  any  increased  
fee  or  other  penalty  for  failing  to  renew  a  registration  in  a  timely  manner  
if  the  individual  establishes  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  that  the  
failure  was  due  to  the  individual  serving  as  a  military  service  member.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601134  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

CHAPTER  3.  LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTS  
The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  
amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC),  Chapter  3  
relating  to  Landscape  Architects,  §3.27,  relating  to  Provisional  
Licensure,  and  §3.149,  relating  to  Criminal  Convictions.  The  
amendments  are  adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  
published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  
(51  TexReg  276)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  
Bill  1080  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  which  amends  provi-
sions  in  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  relating  to  licens-
ing  and  Consequences  of  Criminal  Conviction.  To  implement  
SB  1080,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  TAC  §3.27  and  
§3.149.  
Through  Senate  Bill  1080,  the  legislature  provides  licensing  au-
thorities  discretion  to  revoke  a  license  following  imprisonment  for  
a  felony  conviction,  unless  the  felony  offense  is  directly  related  
to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  licensed  occupation,  the  
felony  offense  is  a  sexually  violent  offense  under  Article  62.001,  
Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  or  the  felony  offense  is  an  offense  
listed  in  Article  42A.054,  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  pursuant  
to  §53.021,  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  amend-
ments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.149(a)-(b).  
Additionally,  SB  1080  added  §53.0211(b-1),  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  which  allows  licensing  authorities  discretion  to  consider  
the  issuance  of  a  provisional  license  to  an  applicant  who  has  
committed  an  offense  and  is  an  imprisoned  inmate  of  the  Texas  
Department  of  Criminal  Justice  (TDCJ)  or  is  an  applicant  on  
parole  or  mandatory  supervision  who  is  residing  at  a  halfway  
house  or  community  residential  facility.  The  applicant  must  be  
a  student  or  graduate  of  the  Windham  School  District  or  an  in-
stitution  of  higher  education.  A  provisional  license  issued  under  
§53.0211(b-1),  Texas  Occupations  Code  is  valid  for  twelve  (12)  
months,  and  the  term  begins  on  the  date  an  applicant  who  is  an  
inmate  is  released,  pursuant  to  amendments  to  §53.0211(b)(2)  
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♦ ♦ ♦ 

and  §53.0211(c),  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  
amendments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.27(b),  (d).  
Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-
ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  
SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  
REGISTRATION  
22  TAC  §3.27  

Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §3.27  are  adopted  un-
der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  
Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  
practice  of  landscape  architecture;  §1051.207,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  rules  as  neces-
sary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code;  and  
Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  
authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  provisional  licenses  to  
certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convictions.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601139  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  H.  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT  
22  TAC  §3.149  

Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §3.149  are  adopted  un-
der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  
Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  
practice  of  landscape  architecture;  §1051.207,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  rules  as  neces-
sary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code;  and  
Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  
authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  provisional  licenses  to  
certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convictions.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601140  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  
REGISTRATION  
22  TAC  §3.29  

The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  
amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §3.29.  The  
amendments  are  adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  
published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  
(51  TexReg  279)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  
Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  
which  amend  provisions  in  Chapter  55,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  relating  to  Licensing  of  Military  Service  Members,  Military  
Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  To  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  
and  House  Bill  5629,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  
TAC  §3.29.  
SB  1818  mandates  the  prompt  issuance  of  a  provisional  regis-
tration  to  an  applicant  under  §55.004  or  §55.0041,  Texas  Occu-
pations  Code  if  the  agency  is  unable  to  promptly  issue  a  license  
or  recognition  of  an  out-of-state  license,  respectively.  A  provi-
sional  license  expires  the  earlier  of  the  date  the  license  is  issued  
or  recognition  is  granted,  or  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  pro-
visional  registration  is  issued.  These  requirements  are  adopted  
in  22  TAC  §3.29(b).  
Under  HB  5629,  amendments  to  §55.004,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  mandate  licensing  agencies  issue  a  license  to  a  military  
service  member,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse  who  holds  
a  license  in  good  standing  in  another  state  with  a  similar  scope  
of  practice  to  Texas.  Amendments  to  §55.0041,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code,  allow  a  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  or  
military  spouse  to  practice  in  Texas  under  an  out-of-state  license  
without  having  to  become  registered  in  Texas,  and  provides  pro-
cedures  for  recognizing  the  out-of-state  license.  These  require-
ments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.29(c).  
Additionally,  HB  5629  adds  §55.0042,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  
which  specifies  how  "good  standing"  is  determined,  which  is  
adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.29(a)(3),  and  the  bill  also  added  §55.0043,  
Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  requires  that  agencies  track  
and  publish  complaints  made  against  a  military  service  mem-
ber,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse.  The  law  also  modifies  
§55.005(a),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  requires  agencies  
to  process  applications  and  issue  registrations  for  qualified  ap-
plicants  within  10  business  days  instead  of  30,  which  is  adopted  
in  22  TAC  §3.29(b)(3)  and  §3.29(c)(4).  Finally,  HB  5629  modifies  
§55.009,  Texas  Occupations  Code  to  waive  application  fees  for  
any  individual  who  is  a  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  
or  military  spouse  which  is  adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.29(f).  
Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-
ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  
Statutory  Authority.  The  amendment  of  §3.29  is  adopted  under  
§1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  
Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  
practice  of  landscape  architecture;  and  §§55.004,  55.0041,  
55.0042,  55.0043,  55.005,  and  55.009,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  which  relate  to  the  Licensing  of  Military  Service  Members,  
Military  Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  
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Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601135  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

CHAPTER  5.  REGISTERED  INTERIOR  
DESIGNERS  
The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  
amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC),  Chapter  
5  relating  to  Registered  Interior  Designers,  §5.37,  relating  to  
Provisional  Licensure,  and  §5.158,  relating  to  Criminal  Convic-
tions.  The  amendments  are  adopted  without  changes  to  the  
proposed  text  published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  
Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  282)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  
Bill  1080  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  which  amends  provi-
sions  in  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  relating  to  licens-
ing  and  Consequences  of  Criminal  Conviction.  To  implement  
SB  1080,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  TAC  §5.37  and  
§5.158.  
Through  Senate  Bill  1080,  the  legislature  provides  licensing  au-
thorities  discretion  to  revoke  a  license  following  imprisonment  for  
a  felony  conviction,  unless  the  felony  offense  is  directly  related  
to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  licensed  occupation,  the  
felony  offense  is  a  sexually  violent  offense  under  Article  62.001,  
Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  or  the  felony  offense  is  an  offense  
listed  in  Article  42A.054,  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  pursuant  
to  §53.021,  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  amend-
ments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §5.158(a)-(b).  
Additionally,  SB  1080  added  §53.0211(b-1),  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  which  allows  licensing  authorities  discretion  to  consider  
the  issuance  of  a  provisional  license  to  an  applicant  who  has  
committed  an  offense  and  is  an  imprisoned  inmate  of  the  Texas  
Department  of  Criminal  Justice  (TDCJ)  or  is  an  applicant  on  
parole  or  mandatory  supervision  who  is  residing  at  a  halfway  
house  or  community  residential  facility.  The  applicant  must  be  
a  student  or  graduate  of  the  Windham  School  District  or  an  in-
stitution  of  higher  education.  A  provisional  license  issued  under  
§53.0211(b-1),  Texas  Occupations  Code  is  valid  for  twelve  (12)  
months,  and  the  term  begins  on  the  date  an  applicant  who  is  an  
inmate  is  released,  pursuant  to  amendments  to  §53.0211(b)(2)  
and  §53.0211(c),  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  
amendments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §5.37(b),  (d).  
Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-
ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  
SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  
REGISTRATION  
22  TAC  §5.37  

Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §5.37  and  §5.158  are  
adopted  under  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  au-
thorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  
regulate  the  practice  of  registered  interior  design;  §1051.207,  
Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  

rules  as  necessary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  
provides  licensing  authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  pro-
visional  licenses  to  certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convic-
tions.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601141  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  H.  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT  
22  TAC  §5.158  

Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §5.37  and  §5.158  are  
adopted  under  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  au-
thorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  
regulate  the  practice  of  registered  interior  design;  §1051.207,  
Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  
rules  as  necessary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  
provides  licensing  authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  pro-
visional  licenses  to  certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convic-
tions.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601142  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  
REGISTRATION  
22  TAC  §5.39  

The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  
amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §5.39.  The  
amendments  are  adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  
published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  
(51  TexReg  285)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  
Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  
which  amend  provisions  in  Chapter  55,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  relating  to  Licensing  of  Military  Service  Members,  Military  
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Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  To  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  
and  House  Bill  5629,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  
TAC  §5.39.  
SB  1818  mandates  the  prompt  issuance  of  a  provisional  regis-
tration  to  an  applicant  under  §55.004  or  §55.0041,  Texas  Occu-
pations  Code  if  the  agency  is  unable  to  promptly  issue  a  license  
or  recognition  of  an  out-of-state  license,  respectively.  A  provi-
sional  license  expires  the  earlier  of  the  date  the  license  is  issued  
or  recognition  is  granted,  or  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  pro-
visional  registration  is  issued.  These  requirements  are  adopted  
in  22  TAC  §5.39(b).  
Under  HB  5629,  amendments  to  §55.004,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  mandate  licensing  agencies  issue  a  license  to  a  military  
service  member,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse  who  holds  
a  license  in  good  standing  in  another  state  with  a  similar  scope  
of  practice  to  Texas.  Amendments  to  §55.0041,  Texas  Occupa-
tions  Code,  allow  a  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  or  
military  spouse  to  practice  in  Texas  under  an  out-of-state  license  
without  having  to  become  registered  in  Texas,  and  provides  pro-
cedures  for  recognizing  the  out-of-state  license.  These  require-
ments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §5.39(c).  
Additionally,  HB  5629  adds  §55.0042,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  
which  specifies  how  "good  standing"  is  determined,  which  is  
adopted  in  22  TAC  §5.39(a)(3),  and  the  bill  also  added  §55.0043,  
Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  requires  that  agencies  track  
and  publish  complaints  made  against  a  military  service  mem-
ber,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse.  The  law  also  modifies  
§55.005(a),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  requires  agencies  
to  process  applications  and  issue  registrations  for  qualified  ap-
plicants  within  10  business  days  instead  of  30,  which  is  adopted  
in  22  TAC  §5.39(b)(3)  and  §5.39(c)(4).  Finally,  HB  5629  modifies  
§55.009,  Texas  Occupations  Code  to  waive  application  fees  for  
any  individual  who  is  a  military  service  member,  military  veteran,  
or  military  spouse  which  is  adopted  in  22  TAC  §5.39(f).  
Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-
ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  
Statutory  Authority.  The  amendment  of  §5.39  is  adopted  under  
§1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  
Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  
practice  of  registered  interior  design;  and  §§55.004,  55.0041,  
55.0042,  55.0043,  55.005,  and  55.009,  Texas  Occupations  
Code,  which  relate  to  the  Licensing  of  Military  Service  Members,  
Military  Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  
TRD-202601136  
Pim  Mayo  
General  Counsel  
Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  
Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  

♦  ♦  ♦  

PART  22.  TEXAS  STATE  BOARD  OF  
PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANCY  

CHAPTER  501.  RULES  OF  PROFESSIONAL  
CONDUCT  
SUBCHAPTER  A.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  
22  TAC  §501.51  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §501.51  concerning  Preamble  and  General  Principle,  
without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  Feb-
ruary  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  682)  and  
will  not  be  republished.  
The  AICPA  establishes  best  practices  standards  for  attest  ser-
vices.  The  proposed  rule  revision  makes  it  clear  that  a  licensee  
is  required  to  follow  the  AICPA's  published  standards.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601175  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  C.  RESPONSIBILITIES  TO  
CLIENTS  
22  TAC  §501.75  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  
amendment  to  §501.75  concerning  Confidential  Client  Commu-
nications,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  
February  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  683)  
and  will  not  be  republished.  
The  Public  Accountancy  Act  requires  licensees  to  maintain  the  
confidentiality  of  client  information  without  the  client's  permis-
sion.  For  clarity  the  Board  is  requiring  the  licensee  to  only  share  
confidential  information  with  a  third  party  with  the  client's  written  
permission  and  the  proposed  revision  identifies  examples  of  who  
the  licensee's  authorized  representative  may  be.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
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The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601176  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  

CHAPTER  505.  THE  BOARD  
22  TAC  §505.10  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  
amendment  to  §505.10  concerning  Board  Committees,  without  
changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  
issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  685)  and  will  not  be  
republished.  
The  Public  Accountancy  Act  requires  licensees  to  maintain  the  
confidentiality  of  client  information  without  the  client's  permis-
sion.  For  clarity  the  Board  is  requiring  the  licensee  to  only  share  
confidential  information  with  a  third  party  with  the  client's  written  
permission  and  the  proposed  revision  identifies  examples  of  who  
the  licensee's  authorized  representative  may  be.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601177  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  

CHAPTER  518.  UNAUTHORIZED  PRACTICE  
OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANCY  
22  TAC  §518.2  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  
amendment  to  §518.2  concerning  Agreed  Consent  Orders,  
without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  
6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  688)  and  will  
not  be  republished.  

No  person  shall  offer  accounting  services  in  Texas  or  hold  them-
selves  out  to  be  a  CPA  or  an  accountant  or  to  suggest  they  have  
an  expertise  in  accounting  unless  they  are  licensed  by  the  Board  
as  a  CPA.  To  prevent  the  unlicensed  practice  of  public  accoun-
tancy  the  Board  no  longer  issues  Cease  and  Desist  Orders.  In-
stead,  the  board  will  take  a  non-licensee  ignoring  the  Board's  
efforts  to  obtain  compliance  with  state  law  to  state  district  court  
to  seek  an  injunction.  This  is  an  expedited  method  to  achieve  
compliance  with  state  law  and  eliminates  the  unnecessary  step  
of  the  Cease  and  Desist  Order.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601178  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  
22  TAC  §518.3  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §518.3  concerning  Agreed  Consent  Order  Violations,  
without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  
6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  689)  and  will  not  
be  republished.  
No  person  shall  offer  accounting  services  in  Texas  or  hold  them-
selves  out  to  be  a  CPA  or  an  accountant  or  to  suggest  they  have  
an  expertise  in  accounting  unless  they  are  licensed  by  the  Board  
as  a  CPA.  To  prevent  the  unlicensed  practice  of  public  accoun-
tancy  the  Board  no  longer  issues  Cease  and  Desist  Orders.  In-
stead,  the  board  will  take  a  non-licensee  ignoring  the  Board's  
efforts  to  obtain  compliance  with  state  law  to  state  district  court  
to  seek  an  injunction.  This  is  an  expedited  method  to  achieve  
compliance  with  state  law  and  eliminates  the  unnecessary  step  
of  the  Cease  and  Desist  Order.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  
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♦ ♦ ♦ 

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601179  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  
22  TAC  §518.4  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §518.4  concerning  Injunctive  Relief  and  Penalties,  with-
out  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  
2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  690)  and  will  not  
be  republished.  
No  person  shall  offer  accounting  services  in  Texas  or  hold  them-
selves  out  to  be  a  CPA  or  an  accountant  or  to  suggest  they  have  
an  expertise  in  accounting  unless  they  are  licensed  by  the  Board  
as  a  CPA.  To  prevent  the  unlicensed  practice  of  public  accoun-
tancy  the  Board  no  longer  issues  Cease  and  Desist  Orders.  In-
stead,  the  board  will  take  a  non-licensee  ignoring  the  Board's  
efforts  to  obtain  compliance  with  state  law  to  state  district  court  
to  seek  an  injunction.  This  is  an  expedited  method  to  achieve  
compliance  with  state  law  and  eliminates  the  unnecessary  step  
of  the  Cease  and  Desist  Order.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601180  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  
22  TAC  §518.5  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §518.5  concerning  Unlicensed  Entities,  without  changes  
to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  issue  of  
the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  691)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
The  unlicensed  practice  of  public  accountancy  includes  the  use  
of  restricted  terms  such  as  accountant  or  accountancy  and  is  not  
permitted.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  

The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601181  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  
22  TAC  §518.6  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §518.6  concerning  Administrative  Penalty  Guidelines  
for  the  Unauthorized  Practice  of  Public  Accountancy,  without  
changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  
issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  692)  and  will  not  be  re-
published.  
No  person  shall  offer  accounting  services  in  Texas  or  hold  them-
selves  out  to  be  a  CPA  or  an  accountant  or  to  suggest  they  have  
an  expertise  in  accounting  unless  they  are  licensed  by  the  Board  
as  a  CPA.  To  prevent  the  unlicensed  practice  of  public  accoun-
tancy  the  Board  no  longer  issues  Cease  and  Desist  Orders.  In-
stead,  the  board  will  take  a  non-licensee  ignoring  the  Board's  
efforts  to  obtain  compliance  with  state  law  to  state  district  court  
to  seek  an  injunction.  This  is  an  expedited  method  to  achieve  
compliance  with  state  law  and  eliminates  the  unnecessary  step  
of  the  Cease  and  Desist  Order.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601182  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  
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CHAPTER  520.  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  
ACCOUNTING  STUDENTS  SCHOLARSHIP  
PROGRAM  
22  TAC  §520.2  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §520.2  concerning  Definitions,  without  changes  to  the  
proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  issue  of  the  
Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  693)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
Student  Aid  Index  is  a  Department  of  Education  term  used  in  
student  aid  for  funding  education  and  is  more  comprehensive  in  
determining  the  amount  of  financial  aid  a  student  may  be  eligible  
for  than  simply  family's  contribution  to  a  student.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601183  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  
22  TAC  §520.3  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §520.3  concerning  Institutions  for  the  Accounting  Stu-
dents  Scholarship  Program,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  
text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Regis-
ter  (51  TexReg  695)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
Student  Aid  Index  is  a  Department  of  Education  term  used  in  
student  aid  for  funding  education  and  is  more  comprehensive  in  
determining  the  amount  of  financial  aid  a  student  may  be  eligible  
for  than  simply  family's  contribution  to  a  student.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  

TRD-202601184  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  
22  TAC  §520.4  

The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-
ment  to  §520.4  concerning  Eligible  Students  for  the  Accounting  
Students  Scholarship  Program,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  
text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Regis-
ter  (51  TexReg  696)  and  will  not  be  republished.  
Replaces  family  contribution  with  the  student  aid  index  which  is  
a  conventional  student  aid  term  and  clarifies  that  the  cumulative  
grade  point  average  is  tied  to  student  aid.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  
(Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  
provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-
peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  
No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601185  
J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  
General  Counsel  
Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  

♦  ♦  ♦  

PART  39.  TEXAS  BOARD  OF  
PROFESSIONAL  GEOSCIENTISTS  

CHAPTER  851.  TEXAS  BOARD  OF  
PROFESSIONAL  GEOSCIENTISTS  LICENSING  
AND  ENFORCEMENT  RULES  
SUBCHAPTER  A.  DEFINITIONS  
22  TAC  §851.10  

Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  (TBPG),  Adoption  of  
amendment,  TAC  §851.10,  concerning  Definitions  for  Texas  Pro-
fessional  Geoscientists,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  
published  in  the  January  23,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  
(51  TexReg  401).  This  rule  will  not  be  republished.  
This  section  establishes  definitions  for  Emeritus  and  Distin-
guished  status.  The  adopted  amendment  will  allow  TBPG  
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to  recognize  licensees  with  established  periods  of  exemplary  
public  geoscience  work.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-
ment.  
This  section  is  adopted  under  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  
Act,  Occupations  Code  §1002.151.  which  authorizes  the  Board  
to  adopt  and  enforce  all  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  as  neces-
sary  for  the  performance  of  its  duties;  §1002.255.  which  autho-
rizes  the  Board  to  establish  license  eligibility  requirements,  and  
§1002.259.  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  waive  any  require-
ment  for  licensure  except  for  the  payment  of  required  fees.  
This  section  affects  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  Act,  Occu-
pations  Code  §§1002.151.  and  1002.259.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601171  
Katie  Colby  
Licensing  Specialist  
Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  23,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-4428  

♦  ♦  ♦  

SUBCHAPTER  B.  P.G.  LICENSING,  FIRM  
REGISTRATION,  AND  GIT  CERTIFICATION  
22  TAC  §851.24  

Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  (TBPG),  Adoption  of  
New  Rule,  TAC  §851.24,  concerning  Emeritus  and  Distinguished  
recognition  program  for  Texas  Professional  Geoscientists,  with-
out  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  January  23,  
2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  404).  This  rule  will  
not  be  republished.  
This  section  establishes  requirements  and  qualifications  for  
Emeritus  and  Distinguished  status.  The  adopted  rule  will  allow  
TBPG  to  recognize  licensees  with  established  periods  of  exem-
plary  public  geoscience  work.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  new  rule.  
This  section  is  adopted  under  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  
Act,  Occupations  Code  §1002.151,  which  authorizes  the  Board  
to  adopt  and  enforce  all  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  as  neces-
sary  for  the  performance  of  its  duties;  §1002.255,  which  autho-
rizes  the  Board  to  establish  license  eligibility  requirements,  and  
§1002.259,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  waive  any  require-
ment  for  licensure  except  for  the  payment  of  required  fees.  
This  section  affects  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  Act,  Occu-
pations  Code  §§1002.151  and  1002.259.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  
TRD-202601172  

Katie  Colby  
Licensing  Specialist  
Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  
Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  23,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-4428  

♦  ♦  ♦  
TITLE  34.  PUBLIC  FINANCE  

PART  4.  EMPLOYEES  RETIREMENT  
SYSTEM  OF  TEXAS  

CHAPTER  75.  HAZARDOUS  PROFESSION  
DEATH  BENEFITS  
34  TAC  §§75.1  - 75.3  

The  Employees  Retirement  System  of  Texas  (ERS)  adopts  
amendments  to  34  Texas  Administrative  Code  Chapter  75,  
concerning  Hazardous  Profession  Death  Benefits,  by  amending  
§75.1  (Filing  of  Claims),  §75.2  (Additional  Benefit  Claims),  and  
§75.3  (Adjustments  to  Payments)  with  changes  to  the  proposed  
text  as  published  in  the  January  30,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  
Register  (51  TexReg  536).  The  amendments  were  approved  by  
the  ERS  Board  of  Trustees  at  its  March  4,  2026  meeting.  These  
sections  will  be  republished.  
Sections  75.1,  75.2,  and  75.3,  concerning  Hazardous  Profession  
Death  Benefits,  are  amended  in  order  to  simplify  and  clarify  the  
process  for  submitting  an  application  for  benefits.  
No  comments  were  received  regarding  the  proposed  amend-
ments.  
The  amendments  are  adopted  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.002,  
which  provides  authorization  for  the  ERS  Board  of  Trustees  to  
adopt  rules  necessary  for  the  administration  of  Tex.  Gov't  Code  
Ch.  615.  
§75.1.  Filing  of  Claims.  

(a)  An  adult  survivor  or  a  person  with  authority  to  act  on  be-
half  of  a  survivor  may  initiate  an  application  for  benefits  under  Tex.  
Gov't  Code  Chapter  615,  except  that  for  benefits  payable  to  survivors  
of  members  of  Texas  military  forces  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §  615.024,  
the  system  will  make  a  determination  regarding  the  payment  of  benefits  
based  on  information  provided  by  the  Texas  Military  Department,  and  
the  documentation  requirements  generally  applicable  to  applications  
for  benefits,  as  described  in  this  chapter,  will  not  apply  to  members  of  
Texas  military  forces.  

(b)  The  executive  director  or  the  executive  director's  designee,  
in  his  or  her  sole  discretion,  may  waive  any  of  the  documentation  re-
quirements  set  forth  in  this  chapter  and  may  require  any  additional  in-
formation,  including  sworn  affidavits,  necessary  to  establish  the  valid-
ity  of  a  claim.  The  system  may  accept  a  certified  copy  by  email,  fax,  
or  other  electronic  submission.  

(c)  The  following  documents  must  accompany  an  application  
for  benefits:  

(1)  a  sworn  statement,  on  a  form  prescribed  by  the  system,  
that  provides  information  related  to  eligibility  for  benefits  and  is  exe-
cuted  by  each  survivor  who  is  applying  to  receive  a  lump  sum  or  the  
survivor's  legal  representative;  

(2)  a  certified  copy  of  the  death  certificate;  
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(3)  a  certified  copy  of  the  autopsy  report,  if  an  autopsy  has  
been  performed;  

(4)  for  a  surviving  spouse:  

(A)  a  copy  of  a  marriage  license  or  an  equivalent  gov-
ernment  record  showing  a  formal  marriage  between  the  survivor  and  
the  decedent;  

(B)  a  declaration  of  informal  marriage,  if  one  was  filed;  
or  

(C)  for  an  informal  marriage  without  a  declaration,  doc-
umentation  that  proves  the  survivor  and  the  decedent:  

(i)  intended  to  have  a  present,  immediate,  and  per-
manent  marital  relationship  and  did  in  fact  agree  to  be  married;  

(ii)  at  the  time  of  the  decedent's  death,  had  been  liv-
ing  together  in  Texas  as  spouses;  and  

(iii)  consistently  represented  to  others  that  they  were  
married  (with  occasional  introductions  as  spouses  being  insufficient).  

(5)  a  certified  copy  of  the  birth  certificate  for  each  surviving  
child;  

(6)  copies  of  official  reports  regarding  the  death;  

(7)  a  sworn  statement  from  the  employer  or  the  employer's  
authorized  representative  that  includes  the  decedent's  official  job  de-
scription  as  an  attachment  and  describes:  

(A)  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  fatality,  includ-
ing  the  type  of  work  being  performed  at  the  time  of  death,  if  the  dece-
dent  was  on  duty  at  the  time  of  death,  and  other  duty-related  informa-
tion  that  is  relevant  to  the  claim;  

(B)  the  specific  position  held  by  the  decedent  at  the  time  
of  death;  

(C)  the  dates  of  the  decedent's  employment;  

(D)  contact  information  for  the  decedent's  next  of  kin  
and  other  emergency  contact  information  in  the  employer's  possession;  
and  

(E)  a  description  of  the  sources  of  information  used  to  
prepare  the  sworn  statement.  

(8)  for  a  surviving  parent  who  applies  for  benefits,  a  certi-
fied  copy  of  the  decedent's  birth  certificate;  

(9)  documentation  from  the  appropriate  authority  which  
demonstrates:  

(A)  if  the  decedent  was  a  law  enforcement  officer  as  
described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(1),  that  the  decedent  was  a  
commissioned  peace  officer  certified  by  the  Texas  Commission  on  Law  
Enforcement;  

(B)  if  the  decedent  was  a  fire  protection  professional  as  
described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(10)  or  §615.003(11),  that  the  
decedent  was  certified  by  the  Texas  Commission  on  Fire  Protection;  

(C)  if  the  decedent  was  a  member  of  an  organized  vol-
unteer  fire  department  as  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(12),  
that  the  decedent  was  a  member  of  an  organized  volunteer  fire  depart-
ment  that  conducted  a  minimum  of  two  drills  each  month,  with  each  
drill  being  at  least  two  hours  long,  and  the  decedent  rendered  fire-fight-
ing  services  without  remuneration;  

(D)  if  the  decedent  was  a  probation  officer  as  described  
in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(2),  that  the  decedent  had  the  qualifica-
tions  and  duties  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §  76.002  and  §  76.005;  

(E)  if  the  decedent  was  a  parole  officer  as  described  in  
Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(3),  that  the  decedent  was  a  parole  offi-
cer  with  the  qualifications  and  duties  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  
§  508.001  and  §  508.113;  

(F)  if  the  decedent  was  a  jailer  or  guard  as  described  
in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(7),  that  the  decedent  was  appointed  by  
the  sheriff  and  performed  a  security,  custodial,  or  supervisory  function  
over  the  admittance,  confinement,  or  discharge  of  prisoners  and  that  the  
decedent  was  certified  by  the  Texas  Commission  on  Law  Enforcement;  

(G)  if  the  decedent  was  an  individual  who  performed  
emergency  medical  services  or  operated  an  ambulance  as  described  in  
Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(13),  that  the  decedent  was  certified  as  at  
least  an  "emergency  care  attendant";  or  

(H)  if  the  decedent  was  a  chaplain  as  described  in  Tex.  
Gov't  Code  §615.003(14),  that  the  decedent  was  employed  or  formally  
designated  as  a  chaplain  by  a  specified  fire  department  or  law  enforce-
ment  agency  or  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  Justice.  

(10)  for  the  decedent's  non-biological  children,  a  copy  of  a  
transcript  of  the  federal  income  tax  return  for  the  decedent  for  the  year  
preceding  the  year  of  the  decedent's  death;  and  

(11)  copies  of  documents  submitted  in  connection  with  a  
claim  for  workers'  compensation  benefits  and  decisions  related  to  the  
claim,  if  requested  by  the  system.  

(d)  For  a  survivor  who  is  a  minor  child:  

(1)  monthly  payments  will  be  paid  to  the  duly  qualified  or  
appointed  guardian  of  the  child  or  if  no  guardian  exists,  another  legal  
representative  of  the  child;  and  

(2)  lump-sum  payments  will  be  paid  to  a  duly  appointed  
guardian  of  the  child's  estate  or  a  management  trust  created  under  Es-
tates  Code  Chapter  1301.  

(e)  Proof  of  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  of  a  child's  estate  
or  the  creation  of  a  management  trust  will  not  be  required  before  the  
system  provides  notice  of  the  approval  of  an  application  for  a  lump-
sum  payment  to  a  minor  child,  but  payment  may  not  be  remitted  un-
til  all  steps  necessary  for  the  appointment  of  the  guardian  or  the  cre-
ation  of  the  management  trust  are  completed.  Guardianship  and  trust  
documents  must  reflect  that  the  court  was  aware  of  the  approximate  
amount  of  the  lump-sum  benefit  when  making  the  decision  to  appoint  
a  guardian  or  create  a  management  trust.  

§75.2.  Additional  Benefit  Claims.  

(a)  In  addition  to  the  documents  required  under  §75.1  of  this  
chapter,  the  following  documents  must  accompany  a  surviving  spouse's  
application  for  benefits  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  Chapter  615,  Subchap-
ter  F:  

(1)  a  sworn  statement  from  the  surviving  spouse,  on  a  form  
prescribed  by  the  system,  that  attests  to  the  surviving  spouse's  eligibil-
ity  for  spousal  benefits;  and  

(2)  an  itemized  statement  of  funeral  expenses  incurred,  if  
the  application  includes  a  claim  for  payment  of  funeral  expenses.  

(b)  If  the  decedent  died  before  September  1,  2022,  then  ex-
cept  as  provided  by  subsection  (e)  of  this  section,  an  annuity  payable  
to  a  surviving  spouse  who  is  eligible  for  benefits  under  Tex.  Gov't  
Code  Chapter  615,  Subchapter  F,  shall  be  computed  as  provided  by  
Tex.  Gov't  Code  §814.105  as  if  the  decedent,  on  the  date  of  death:  

(1)  was  employed  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Public  
Safety  at  the  lowest  salary  provided  by  the  General  Appropriations  
Act  for  a  peace  officer  position,  if  the  decedent  held  a  peace  officer  
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position  on  the  date  of  death,  or  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  
Justice  at  the  lowest  salary  provided  by  the  General  Appropriations  
Act  for  a  custodial  personnel  position,  if  the  decedent  held  a  custodial  
personnel  position  on  the  date  of  death;  

(2)  had  accrued  10  years  of  service  credit  in  the  applicable  
position;  and  

(3)  was  eligible  to  retire  without  regard  to  any  age  require-
ment.  

(c)  If  the  decedent  died  on  or  after  September  1,  2022,  then  
except  as  provided  by  subsection  (e)  of  this  section,  a  surviving  spouse  
who  is  eligible  for  benefits  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  Chapter  615,  Sub-
chapter  F,  is  entitled  to  receive  the  greater  of  an  annuity  computed  as  
provided  by  subsection  (b)  of  this  section  or  an  annuity  computed  as  
provided  by  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §820.053  as  if  the  decedent,  on  the  date  
of  death:  

(1)  was  employed  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Public  
Safety  at  the  lowest  salary  provided  by  the  General  Appropriations  
Act  for  a  peace  officer  position,  if  the  decedent  held  a  peace  officer  
position  on  the  date  of  death,  or  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  
Justice  at  the  lowest  salary  provided  by  the  General  Appropriations  
Act  for  a  custodial  personnel  position,  if  the  decedent  held  a  custodial  
personnel  position  on  the  date  of  death;  

(2)  had  accrued  10  years  of  service  credit  in  the  applicable  
position;  

(3)  was  eligible  to  retire  without  regard  to  any  age  require-
ment;  and  

(4)  was  not  eligible  for  the  additional  benefit  provided  by  
Tex.  Gov't  Code  §820.053(a)(2)(B).  

(d)  For  purposes  of  subsection  (c)  of  this  section,  the  system  
shall:  

(1)  include  gain  sharing  interest  in  the  computation  of  an  
annuity  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §820.053;  

(2)  determine  which  annuity  computation  would  result  in  
the  greater  annuity  at  the  time  the  annuity  is  first  paid;  and  

(3)  allow  the  surviving  spouse  to  reject  the  system's  deter-
mination  and  elect  to  receive  the  lesser  annuity  by  providing  written  
notice  of  the  election,  which  shall  be  irrevocable,  to  the  system  before  
any  payment  is  made.  

(e)  In  lieu  of  an  amount  computed  under  subsection  (b)  or  (c)  
of  this  section,  an  annuity  shall  be  paid  in  the  amount  the  decedent  
would  have  been  eligible  to  receive  under  the  decedent's  employee  re-
tirement  plan  if  the  decedent  had  been  eligible  to  retire  at  the  age  and  
with  the  service  attained  on  the  last  day  of  the  month  of  the  decedent's  
death  if:  

(1)  the  surviving  spouse  requests  payment  of  the  amount  
computed  under  this  subsection  before  any  payment  computed  under  
subsection  (b)  or  (c)  of  this  section  is  made;  

(2)  an  authorized  representative  of  the  employee  retirement  
plan  in  which  the  decedent  was  a  participant  certifies  the  amount  com-
puted  under  this  subsection;  and  

(3)  the  amount  computed  under  this  subsection  is  greater  
than  the  amounts  computed  under  subsections  (b)  and  (c)  of  this  sec-
tion.  

(f)  The  reduction  factors  applied  to  a  death  benefit  plan  admin-
istered  by  the  system  shall  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  to  an  annuity  
computed  under  subsection  (b)  or  (c)  of  this  section.  

(g)  As  a  condition  of  receipt  of  an  annuity  under  Tex.  Gov't  
Code  Chapter  615,  Subchapter  F,  an  eligible  surviving  spouse  shall  
agree  to  annually  certify  the  spouse's  eligibility  under  subsection  (a)(1)  
of  this  section  and  to  notify  the  system  of  any  change  in  circumstances  
affecting  the  spouse's  continued  eligibility.  Failure  to  comply  with  this  
requirement  or  to  provide  the  agreed  certification  is  a  basis  for  suspen-
sion  of  annuity  payments  until  compliance  occurs.  

(h)  The  amount  reimbursed  for  funeral  expenses  under  Tex.  
Gov't  Code  Chapter  615,  Subchapter  F,  may  not  exceed  the  lesser  of  
$6,000  or  the  amount  of  funeral  expenses  actually  incurred.  

§75.3.  Adjustments  to  Payments.  
Beginning  on  September  1,  2020,  and  on  each  September  1  thereafter,  
any  lump  sum  payment  payable  to  eligible  survivors  under  Tex.  Gov't  
Code  §  615.022(d)  shall  be  adjusted  annually  by  an  amount  equal  to  
the  percentage  change  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Con-
sumers  for  the  previous  calendar  year.  The  annual  adjustment  will  be  
an  amount  as  reported  by  the  system's  consulting  actuary  and  approved  
by  the  executive  director.  

The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  
TRD-202601258  
Cynthia  Canfield  Hamilton  
General  Counsel  and  Chief  Compliance  Officer  
Employees  Retirement  System  of  Texas  
Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  January  30,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (877)  275-4377  

♦  ♦  ♦  
TITLE  40.  SOCIAL  SERVICES  AND  ASSIS-
TANCE  

PART  19.  DEPARTMENT  OF  FAMILY  
AND  PROTECTIVE  SERVICES  

CHAPTER  702.  GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION  
SUBCHAPTER  F.  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES  
40  TAC  §702.506  

The  Department  and  Family  Protective  Services  (DFPS)  adopts  
new  §702.506  in  Title  40,  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC),  Part  
19,  Chapter  702,  Subchapter  F,  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES,  re-
lated  to  the  newly  established  Child  Protective  Investigations  
(CPI)  Advisory  Committee.  The  proposal  was  published  in  the  
February  13,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  870).  
The  new  rule  is  adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  
and  will  not  be  republished.  
BACKGROUND  AND  JUSTIFICATION  

House  Bill  (H.B.)  140,  89th  Texas  Legislature  (Regular  Session,  
2025),  abolished  the  Texas  Family  and  Protective  Services  
Council  effective  September  1,  2026,  and  established  the  Child  
Protective  Investigations  Advisory  Committee  (CPI  Advisory  
Committee).  As  a  state  advisory  committee,  DFPS  is  required  
to  adopt  rules  in  accordance  with  Texas  Government  Code  
Chapter  2110,  including  rules  that  define  the  committee's  pur-
pose  and  tasks,  describe  how  the  committee  will  report  to  the  
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agency,  and  specify  the  committee's  duration  (unless  a  specific  
duration  is  prescribed  by  statute).  
COMMENTS  

The  30-day  comment  period  ended  March  15,  2026.  During  this  
period,  DFPS  did  not  receive  any  comments  regarding  the  new  
rule.  
STATUTORY  AUTHORITY  

The  new  rule  is  adopted  under  Texas  Human  Resources  Code  
§40.031,  as  enacted  by  H.B.  140,  89th  Legislature  (Regular  Ses-
sion,  2025)  which  requires  DFPS  to  establish  the  Child  Pro-
tective  Investigations  Advisory  Committee.  Government  Code  
Chapter  2110  requires  rules  for  state  agency  advisory  commit-
tees.  The  rule  is  also  adopted  under  Texas  Human  Resources  
Code  §40.021  which  provides  that  the  Department  of  Family  and  
Protective  Services  Commissioner  shall  oversee  the  develop-
ment  of  rules  relating  to  matters  within  the  department's  juris-

diction  and  notwithstanding  any  other  law,  shall  adopt  rules  for  
the  operation  and  provision  of  services  by  the  department.  
The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-
tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-
thority.  

Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  
TRD-202601257  
Sanjuanita  Maltos  
Rules  Coordinator  
Department  of  Family  and  Protective  Services  
Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  
Proposal  publication  date:  February  13,  2026  
For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  945-5978  
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	The  commission  agrees  with  Oncor  and  preserves  existing  §22.225(a)(2)  in  the  adopted  rule.  The  commission  also  renum-bers  the  following  paragraphs  as  appropriate.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  and  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  -Prefiled  testi-mony  schedule  for  major  rate  proceedings  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  establishes  the  requirements  for  the  prefiled  testimony  schedule  in  a  major  rate  proceeding.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  requires  other  parties  in  the  pro-ceeding  to  pref
	The  commission  agrees  with  Oncor  and  preserves  existing  §22.225(a)(2)  in  the  adopted  rule.  The  commission  also  renum-bers  the  following  paragraphs  as  appropriate.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  and  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  -Prefiled  testi-mony  schedule  for  major  rate  proceedings  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  establishes  the  requirements  for  the  prefiled  testimony  schedule  in  a  major  rate  proceeding.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  requires  other  parties  in  the  pro-ceeding  to  pref
	The  commission  agrees  with  Oncor  and  preserves  existing  §22.225(a)(2)  in  the  adopted  rule.  The  commission  also  renum-bers  the  following  paragraphs  as  appropriate.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  and  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  -Prefiled  testi-mony  schedule  for  major  rate  proceedings  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)  establishes  the  requirements  for  the  prefiled  testimony  schedule  in  a  major  rate  proceeding.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(B)  requires  other  parties  in  the  pro-ceeding  to  pref
	set  by  the  presiding  officer,  so  the  default  schedule  is  unlikely  to  apply  except  in  specific  situations.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  -Scheduling  of  rebuttal  testimony  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  provides  that  the  presiding  officer  will  establish  dates  for  filing  of  rebuttal  testimony.  OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  be  revised  to  require  the  presiding  officer  to  establish  dates  for  intervenor  and  commission  staff  to  file  direct  testimony  i
	set  by  the  presiding  officer,  so  the  default  schedule  is  unlikely  to  apply  except  in  specific  situations.  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  -Scheduling  of  rebuttal  testimony  Proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  provides  that  the  presiding  officer  will  establish  dates  for  filing  of  rebuttal  testimony.  OPUC  recommended  proposed  §22.225(a)(5)(C)  be  revised  to  require  the  presiding  officer  to  establish  dates  for  intervenor  and  commission  staff  to  file  direct  testimony  i


	timeline  as  specified  by  the  Legislature.  OPUC  noted  that  if  its  proposed  revision  concerning  "major  rate  proceeding"  is  adopted  in  Project  No.  58400  concerning  the  definition  of  "major  rate  pro-ceeding"  then  this  change  is  unnecessary.  OPUC  provided  draft  language  consistent  with  its  recommendations.  Commission  response  The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  change  because  it  is  out  of  scope.  OPUC's  proposed  language  represents  a 
	Proposed  §22.244(a)  establishes  the  minimum  requirements  for  petitions  for  commission  review  of  municipal  electric  rate  actions  filed  under  PURA  §33.052  or  §§33.101  -33.104,  in  addition  to  any  information  required  by  statute.  Proposed  §22.244(a)(2)  provides  the  list  of  contact  information  each  signatory  to  the  pe-tition  must  provide  including  name,  telephone  number,  address,  and  facsimile  transmission  number  (i.e.,  fax  number),  if  avail-able.  OPUC 

	rules,  not  procedural  rules.  The  commission's  substantive  rules  contain  entity-specific  requirements  to  update  registrations,  certifications,  and  other  information  with  the  commission.  Proposed  §22.246(k)  -Distribution  of  Disgorged  Excess  Rev-enues  Proposed  §22.246(k)  establishes  the  requirement  for  the  dis-gorgement  and  remittance  of  excess  revenues  to  an  indepen-dent  organization  established  under  PURA  §39.151,  and  the  dis-tribution  of  such  excess  rev
	rules,  not  procedural  rules.  The  commission's  substantive  rules  contain  entity-specific  requirements  to  update  registrations,  certifications,  and  other  information  with  the  commission.  Proposed  §22.246(k)  -Distribution  of  Disgorged  Excess  Rev-enues  Proposed  §22.246(k)  establishes  the  requirement  for  the  dis-gorgement  and  remittance  of  excess  revenues  to  an  indepen-dent  organization  established  under  PURA  §39.151,  and  the  dis-tribution  of  such  excess  rev
	rules,  not  procedural  rules.  The  commission's  substantive  rules  contain  entity-specific  requirements  to  update  registrations,  certifications,  and  other  information  with  the  commission.  Proposed  §22.246(k)  -Distribution  of  Disgorged  Excess  Rev-enues  Proposed  §22.246(k)  establishes  the  requirement  for  the  dis-gorgement  and  remittance  of  excess  revenues  to  an  indepen-dent  organization  established  under  PURA  §39.151,  and  the  dis-tribution  of  such  excess  rev
	for  decision  which  must  be  then  served  on  all  parties  and  consid-ered  by  all  commissioners  that  were  not  recused  from  the  case.  Oncor  commented  that  the  addition  would  provide  clarity  on  this  practice  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  statutorily  authorized  under  PURA  §14.053(a).  Moreover,  Oncor  indicated  that  adding  such  language  would  help  provide  guidance  to  stakeholders  where  some--but  not  all--commissioners  may  preside  over  an  eviden-tiary  heari
	for  decision  which  must  be  then  served  on  all  parties  and  consid-ered  by  all  commissioners  that  were  not  recused  from  the  case.  Oncor  commented  that  the  addition  would  provide  clarity  on  this  practice  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  statutorily  authorized  under  PURA  §14.053(a).  Moreover,  Oncor  indicated  that  adding  such  language  would  help  provide  guidance  to  stakeholders  where  some--but  not  all--commissioners  may  preside  over  an  eviden-tiary  heari


	this  change  conflicts  with  the  current  standard  filing  deadline  used  by  the  commission  for  pleadings  and  other  filings,  includ-ing  the  deadline  for  serving  RFIs  that  are  deemed  to  have  been  received  on  the  same  day.  Therefore,  the  3:00  p.m.  deadline  should  be  retained  for  consistency.  ETI  further  stated  the  incon-sistency  may  lead  to  confusion  among  pro  se  litigants.  Commission  response  The  commission  declines  to  implement  the  recommended  ch
	OPUC  expressed  support  to  the  proposed  changes  to  §22.281  only  to  the  extent  that  such  changes  comply  with  the  Texas  APA  and  other  statutes  referenced  by  the  APA  concerning  the  rulemaking  process.  TAWC  requested  clarification  on  the  usage  of  the  term  "rulemaking  suggestion"  under  proposed  §22.281(a)(1)  in  the  context  of  a  contested  case  proceeding.  Specifically,  TAWC  inquired  as  to  how  that  is  distinct  from  a  rule-making  petition.  TAWC  comm

	Section  2001.021,  a  state  agency  must  establish  the  form  for  a  petition  for  rulemaking  and  the  procedure  for  its  submission.  The  section  also  establishes  a  60  day  deadline  for  the  agency  to  act  on  the  petition.  The  commission  declines  to  retain  Texas  Register  notice  for  rulemaking  petitions  because  it  is  admin-istratively  burdensome  to  align  open  meeting  schedules  and  Texas  Register  publication  within  the  narrow  statutory  timeframe  that  the 
	Section  2001.021,  a  state  agency  must  establish  the  form  for  a  petition  for  rulemaking  and  the  procedure  for  its  submission.  The  section  also  establishes  a  60  day  deadline  for  the  agency  to  act  on  the  petition.  The  commission  declines  to  retain  Texas  Register  notice  for  rulemaking  petitions  because  it  is  admin-istratively  burdensome  to  align  open  meeting  schedules  and  Texas  Register  publication  within  the  narrow  statutory  timeframe  that  the 
	Section  2001.021,  a  state  agency  must  establish  the  form  for  a  petition  for  rulemaking  and  the  procedure  for  its  submission.  The  section  also  establishes  a  60  day  deadline  for  the  agency  to  act  on  the  petition.  The  commission  declines  to  retain  Texas  Register  notice  for  rulemaking  petitions  because  it  is  admin-istratively  burdensome  to  align  open  meeting  schedules  and  Texas  Register  publication  within  the  narrow  statutory  timeframe  that  the 
	Proposed  §22.282(e)  -Staff  Recommendation  Proposed  §22.282(e)  provides  that  staff's  final  recommendation  will,  if  practicable,  be  filed  in  the  rulemaking  proceeding  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  the  date  on  which  the  commission  is  sched-uled  to  consider  the  matter,  unless  another  date  is  specified  by  the  commission.  The  provision  further  states  that  the  commis-sion  may  still  consider  the  recommendation  or  take  action  in  the  rulemaking  project,  



	The  commission  omits  the  proposed  language  from  §22.282(g)  because  it  is  unnecessary.  LCRA  recommended  that  proposed  §22.282(g)  be  revised  to  replace  the  term  "rule"  with  the  phrase  "proposed  rule."  Oncor  made  the  same  recommendation  as  an  alternative  if  the  pro-posed  revision  is  maintained.  LCRA  stated  this  revision  is  nec-essary  to  clarify  that  commission  staff  may  not  withdraw  a  rule  formally  adopted  by  the  commission.  LCRA  commented  that 
	The  commission  omits  the  proposed  language  from  §22.282(g)  because  it  is  unnecessary.  LCRA  recommended  that  proposed  §22.282(g)  be  revised  to  replace  the  term  "rule"  with  the  phrase  "proposed  rule."  Oncor  made  the  same  recommendation  as  an  alternative  if  the  pro-posed  revision  is  maintained.  LCRA  stated  this  revision  is  nec-essary  to  clarify  that  commission  staff  may  not  withdraw  a  rule  formally  adopted  by  the  commission.  LCRA  commented  that 
	including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  the  Texas  Commission  on 
	including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  the  Texas  Commission  on 
	including  the  commission's  authority  to  impose  and  assess  administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchapter  C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  the  Texas  Commission  on 



	§22.207.  Referral  to  State  Office  of  Administrative  Hearings.  (a)  The  utility  division  of  SOAH  will  conduct  prehearing  con-ferences  and  hearings  related  to  contested  cases  before  the  commis-sion,  other  than  a  prehearing  conference  conducted  by  a  commission  administrative  law  judge  or  a  hearing  conducted  by  one  or  more  com-missioners.  (1)  At  the  time  SOAH  receives  jurisdiction,  or  as  soon  as  is  reasonably  practicable  thereafter,  the  commission  
	§22.207.  Referral  to  State  Office  of  Administrative  Hearings.  (a)  The  utility  division  of  SOAH  will  conduct  prehearing  con-ferences  and  hearings  related  to  contested  cases  before  the  commis-sion,  other  than  a  prehearing  conference  conducted  by  a  commission  administrative  law  judge  or  a  hearing  conducted  by  one  or  more  com-missioners.  (1)  At  the  time  SOAH  receives  jurisdiction,  or  as  soon  as  is  reasonably  practicable  thereafter,  the  commission  
	§22.207.  Referral  to  State  Office  of  Administrative  Hearings.  (a)  The  utility  division  of  SOAH  will  conduct  prehearing  con-ferences  and  hearings  related  to  contested  cases  before  the  commis-sion,  other  than  a  prehearing  conference  conducted  by  a  commission  administrative  law  judge  or  a  hearing  conducted  by  one  or  more  com-missioners.  (1)  At  the  time  SOAH  receives  jurisdiction,  or  as  soon  as  is  reasonably  practicable  thereafter,  the  commission  
	mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  §15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  adm
	mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  §15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  adm
	mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  the  authority  to  assess  and  impose  an  administrative  penalty  against  a  regulated  person  that  violates  PURA,  or  a  rule  or  order  adopted  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  PURA;  PURA  §15.051  which  authorizes  an  affected  person  to  complain  to  the  regulatory  in  writing  by  a  public  utility  in  violation  or  claimed  violation  of  a  law  that  the  regulatory  authority  has  jurisdiction  to  adm




	party  that  a  party  plans  to  introduce  as  part  of  its  direct  case  must  be  filed  at  the  time  the  party  files  its  written  direct  testimony.  (2)  Deposition  testimony  and  responses  to  requests  for  in-formation  that  a  party  plans  to  introduce  in  support  of  its  rebuttal  case  shall  be  filed  at  the  time  the  party  files  its  written  rebuttal  testimony.  (3)  A  party  is  not  required  to  prefile  documents  it  intends  to  use  during  cross-examination  e
	party  that  a  party  plans  to  introduce  as  part  of  its  direct  case  must  be  filed  at  the  time  the  party  files  its  written  direct  testimony.  (2)  Deposition  testimony  and  responses  to  requests  for  in-formation  that  a  party  plans  to  introduce  in  support  of  its  rebuttal  case  shall  be  filed  at  the  time  the  party  files  its  written  rebuttal  testimony.  (3)  A  party  is  not  required  to  prefile  documents  it  intends  to  use  during  cross-examination  e
	ten  testimony  being  read  into  the  record.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  presiding  officer,  a  witness  who  is  offering  written  testimony  must  be  sworn  and  must  be  asked  whether  the  written  testimony  is  a  true  and  accurate  representation  of  what  the  testimony  would  be  if  the  testimony  were  to  be  given  orally  at  the  time  the  written  testimony  is  offered  into  evidence.  The  witness  must  submit  to  cross-examination,  clarifying  questions,  redir

	reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  the  functions  of  the  com
	reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  the  functions  of  the  com
	reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  the  functions  of  the  com
	Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  §22.241.  Investigations.  (a)  Commission  investigations.  (1)  The  commission  may  at  any  time  institute  formal  in-vestigation
	Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  §22.241.  Investigations.  (a)  Commission  investigations.  (1)  The  commission  may  at  any  time  institute  formal  in-vestigation


	(b)  Signatures.  A  signature  must  be  counted  only  once,  re-gardless  of  the  number  of  bills  the  signatory  receives.  The  signature  must  be  of  the  person  in  whose  name  service  is  provided  or  such  per-son's  spouse.  The  signature  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  in-dicating  whether  the  signatory  is  appealing  the  municipal  rate  action  as  a  qualified  voter  of  that  municipality  under  PURA  §33.052,  or  as  a  customer  of  the  municipality  served  out
	(b)  Signatures.  A  signature  must  be  counted  only  once,  re-gardless  of  the  number  of  bills  the  signatory  receives.  The  signature  must  be  of  the  person  in  whose  name  service  is  provided  or  such  per-son's  spouse.  The  signature  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  in-dicating  whether  the  signatory  is  appealing  the  municipal  rate  action  as  a  qualified  voter  of  that  municipality  under  PURA  §33.052,  or  as  a  customer  of  the  municipality  served  out
	(b)  Signatures.  A  signature  must  be  counted  only  once,  re-gardless  of  the  number  of  bills  the  signatory  receives.  The  signature  must  be  of  the  person  in  whose  name  service  is  provided  or  such  per-son's  spouse.  The  signature  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  in-dicating  whether  the  signatory  is  appealing  the  municipal  rate  action  as  a  qualified  voter  of  that  municipality  under  PURA  §33.052,  or  as  a  customer  of  the  municipality  served  out


	(5)  Violation--Any  activity  or  conduct  prohibited  by  the  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA),  the  Texas  Water  Code  (TWC),  commission  rule,  or  commission  order.  (6)  Continuing  violation--Except  for  a  violation  of  PURA  chapter  17,  55,  or  64,  and  commission  rules  or  commission  orders  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters,  any  instance  in  which  the  per-son  alleged  to  have  committed  a  violation  attests  that  a  violation  has  been  remedied  and  wa
	(5)  Violation--Any  activity  or  conduct  prohibited  by  the  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA),  the  Texas  Water  Code  (TWC),  commission  rule,  or  commission  order.  (6)  Continuing  violation--Except  for  a  violation  of  PURA  chapter  17,  55,  or  64,  and  commission  rules  or  commission  orders  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters,  any  instance  in  which  the  per-son  alleged  to  have  committed  a  violation  attests  that  a  violation  has  been  remedied  and  wa
	(5)  Violation--Any  activity  or  conduct  prohibited  by  the  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA),  the  Texas  Water  Code  (TWC),  commission  rule,  or  commission  order.  (6)  Continuing  violation--Except  for  a  violation  of  PURA  chapter  17,  55,  or  64,  and  commission  rules  or  commission  orders  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters,  any  instance  in  which  the  per-son  alleged  to  have  committed  a  violation  attests  that  a  violation  has  been  remedied  and  wa



	(C)  the  demonstrated  good  faith,  including  actions  taken  by  the  person,  affiliated  interest,  or  entity  to  correct  the  cause  of  the  violation;  (D)  any  economic  benefit  gained  through  the  violations;  (E)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  and  (F)  any  other  matters  that  justice  requires.  (e)  Initiation  of  investigation.  Upon  receiving  an  allegation  of  a  violation  or  of  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  determine  
	(C)  the  demonstrated  good  faith,  including  actions  taken  by  the  person,  affiliated  interest,  or  entity  to  correct  the  cause  of  the  violation;  (D)  any  economic  benefit  gained  through  the  violations;  (E)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  and  (F)  any  other  matters  that  justice  requires.  (e)  Initiation  of  investigation.  Upon  receiving  an  allegation  of  a  violation  or  of  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  determine  
	(C)  the  demonstrated  good  faith,  including  actions  taken  by  the  person,  affiliated  interest,  or  entity  to  correct  the  cause  of  the  violation;  (D)  any  economic  benefit  gained  through  the  violations;  (E)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  and  (F)  any  other  matters  that  justice  requires.  (e)  Initiation  of  investigation.  Upon  receiving  an  allegation  of  a  violation  or  of  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  determine  
	(C)  the  demonstrated  good  faith,  including  actions  taken  by  the  person,  affiliated  interest,  or  entity  to  correct  the  cause  of  the  violation;  (D)  any  economic  benefit  gained  through  the  violations;  (E)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  and  (F)  any  other  matters  that  justice  requires.  (e)  Initiation  of  investigation.  Upon  receiving  an  allegation  of  a  violation  or  of  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  determine  
	(C)  the  demonstrated  good  faith,  including  actions  taken  by  the  person,  affiliated  interest,  or  entity  to  correct  the  cause  of  the  violation;  (D)  any  economic  benefit  gained  through  the  violations;  (E)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  and  (F)  any  other  matters  that  justice  requires.  (e)  Initiation  of  investigation.  Upon  receiving  an  allegation  of  a  violation  or  of  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  determine  
	(C)  the  demonstrated  good  faith,  including  actions  taken  by  the  person,  affiliated  interest,  or  entity  to  correct  the  cause  of  the  violation;  (D)  any  economic  benefit  gained  through  the  violations;  (E)  the  amount  necessary  to  deter  future  violations;  and  (F)  any  other  matters  that  justice  requires.  (e)  Initiation  of  investigation.  Upon  receiving  an  allegation  of  a  violation  or  of  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  determine  



	(i)  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  date  that  the  commission  sent  the  written  notice,  for  notice  sent  by  regular  mail;  or  (ii)  on  the  date  the  written  notice  is  received  or  de-livery  is  refused,  for  notice  sent  by  certified  mail.  (g)  Options  for  response  to  notice  of  violation  or  continuing  violation.  (1)  Opportunity  to  remedy.  (A)  This  paragraph  does  not  apply  to  a  violation  of  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  PURA  §35.0021  or  §38.075;  or  
	(i)  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  date  that  the  commission  sent  the  written  notice,  for  notice  sent  by  regular  mail;  or  (ii)  on  the  date  the  written  notice  is  received  or  de-livery  is  refused,  for  notice  sent  by  certified  mail.  (g)  Options  for  response  to  notice  of  violation  or  continuing  violation.  (1)  Opportunity  to  remedy.  (A)  This  paragraph  does  not  apply  to  a  violation  of  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  PURA  §35.0021  or  §38.075;  or  
	(i)  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  date  that  the  commission  sent  the  written  notice,  for  notice  sent  by  regular  mail;  or  (ii)  on  the  date  the  written  notice  is  received  or  de-livery  is  refused,  for  notice  sent  by  certified  mail.  (g)  Options  for  response  to  notice  of  violation  or  continuing  violation.  (1)  Opportunity  to  remedy.  (A)  This  paragraph  does  not  apply  to  a  violation  of  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  PURA  §35.0021  or  §38.075;  or  



	(4)  Failure  to  respond.  If  the  person  fails  to  timely  respond  to  the  notice  set  out  in  subsection  (f)(2)  of  this  section,  the  commission  by  order  will  approve  the  determination  and  impose  the  recommended  penalty  or  order  a  hearing  on  the  determination  and  the  recommended  penalty.  (5)  Opportunity  to  remedy  a  weather  preparedness  viola-tion.  (A)  This  paragraph  applies  to  a  violation  of  PURA  §35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commission  rule  or  order  
	(4)  Failure  to  respond.  If  the  person  fails  to  timely  respond  to  the  notice  set  out  in  subsection  (f)(2)  of  this  section,  the  commission  by  order  will  approve  the  determination  and  impose  the  recommended  penalty  or  order  a  hearing  on  the  determination  and  the  recommended  penalty.  (5)  Opportunity  to  remedy  a  weather  preparedness  viola-tion.  (A)  This  paragraph  applies  to  a  violation  of  PURA  §35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commission  rule  or  order  
	(4)  Failure  to  respond.  If  the  person  fails  to  timely  respond  to  the  notice  set  out  in  subsection  (f)(2)  of  this  section,  the  commission  by  order  will  approve  the  determination  and  impose  the  recommended  penalty  or  order  a  hearing  on  the  determination  and  the  recommended  penalty.  (5)  Opportunity  to  remedy  a  weather  preparedness  viola-tion.  (A)  This  paragraph  applies  to  a  violation  of  PURA  §35.0021,  §38.075,  or  a  commission  rule  or  order  


	(v)  The  executive  director  will  determine  if  and  when  a  report  should  be  issued  to  the  commission  under  subsection  (f)  of  this  section  and  will  make  a  determination  as  to  what  further  proceedings  are  necessary.  (vi)  If  the  executive  director  determines  that  the  al-leged  violation  was  not  remedied  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  or  is  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  issue  a  report  to  the  commission  under  subsection  
	(v)  The  executive  director  will  determine  if  and  when  a  report  should  be  issued  to  the  commission  under  subsection  (f)  of  this  section  and  will  make  a  determination  as  to  what  further  proceedings  are  necessary.  (vi)  If  the  executive  director  determines  that  the  al-leged  violation  was  not  remedied  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  or  is  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  issue  a  report  to  the  commission  under  subsection  
	(v)  The  executive  director  will  determine  if  and  when  a  report  should  be  issued  to  the  commission  under  subsection  (f)  of  this  section  and  will  make  a  determination  as  to  what  further  proceedings  are  necessary.  (vi)  If  the  executive  director  determines  that  the  al-leged  violation  was  not  remedied  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  or  is  a  continuing  violation,  the  executive  director  will  issue  a  report  to  the  commission  under  subsection  



	(A)  the  occurrence  of  the  alleged  violation  or  continu-ing  violation;  (B)  whether  the  alleged  violation  was  cured  and  was  ac-cidental  or  inadvertent  for  a  violation  of  any  chapter  other  than  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  of  a  commission  rule  or  commission  order  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters;  or  of  chapter  13  of  the  TWC;  and  (C)  the  amount  of  the  proposed  administrative  penalty  and,  if  applicable,  disgorged  excess  revenue.  (4)  Ba
	(A)  the  occurrence  of  the  alleged  violation  or  continu-ing  violation;  (B)  whether  the  alleged  violation  was  cured  and  was  ac-cidental  or  inadvertent  for  a  violation  of  any  chapter  other  than  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  of  a  commission  rule  or  commission  order  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters;  or  of  chapter  13  of  the  TWC;  and  (C)  the  amount  of  the  proposed  administrative  penalty  and,  if  applicable,  disgorged  excess  revenue.  (4)  Ba
	(A)  the  occurrence  of  the  alleged  violation  or  continu-ing  violation;  (B)  whether  the  alleged  violation  was  cured  and  was  ac-cidental  or  inadvertent  for  a  violation  of  any  chapter  other  than  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  of  a  commission  rule  or  commission  order  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters;  or  of  chapter  13  of  the  TWC;  and  (C)  the  amount  of  the  proposed  administrative  penalty  and,  if  applicable,  disgorged  excess  revenue.  (4)  Ba
	(A)  the  occurrence  of  the  alleged  violation  or  continu-ing  violation;  (B)  whether  the  alleged  violation  was  cured  and  was  ac-cidental  or  inadvertent  for  a  violation  of  any  chapter  other  than  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  of  a  commission  rule  or  commission  order  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters;  or  of  chapter  13  of  the  TWC;  and  (C)  the  amount  of  the  proposed  administrative  penalty  and,  if  applicable,  disgorged  excess  revenue.  (4)  Ba
	(A)  the  occurrence  of  the  alleged  violation  or  continu-ing  violation;  (B)  whether  the  alleged  violation  was  cured  and  was  ac-cidental  or  inadvertent  for  a  violation  of  any  chapter  other  than  PURA  chapters  17,  55,  or  64;  of  a  commission  rule  or  commission  order  adopted  or  issued  under  those  chapters;  or  of  chapter  13  of  the  TWC;  and  (C)  the  amount  of  the  proposed  administrative  penalty  and,  if  applicable,  disgorged  excess  revenue.  (4)  Ba


	(3)  Any  affected  wholesale  electric  market  participant  re-ceiving  disgorged  funds  that  is  affiliated  with  the  person  from  whom  the  excess  revenue  is  disgorged  must  distribute  all  of  the  disgorged  excess  revenues  directly  to  its  retail  customers  and  must  provide  certification  under  oath  to  the  commission.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  F


	sess  administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchap-ter  C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-mission  and  the  fo
	sess  administrative  penalties;  and  PURA  Chapter  33,  Subchap-ter  C  §§33.051-33.055  which  governs  the  appeal  of  municipal  ratemaking  orders  to  the  commission.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13  which  transferred  regulatory  jurisdiction  of  the  rates,  operations,  and  services  of  retail  public  utilities  from  the  Texas  Commission  on  Environmental  Quality  to  the  com-mission  and  the  fo
	reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  the  functions  of  the  com
	reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  the  functions  of  the  com
	reasonably  required  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  jurisdic-tion;  PURA  §14.052  and  Texas  Water  Code  §13.041(b),  which  requires  the  commission  to  adopt  and  enforce  rules  governing  practice  and  procedure  before  the  commission  and  SOAH.  The  amended  rules  are  also  adopted  under  the  following  provisions  of  PURA:  PURA  §12.201  which  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  and  publicize  information  of  public  interest  describing  the  functions  of  the  com



	Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  §22.261.  Proposals  for  Decision.  (a)  Requirement  and  Contents  of  Proposal  for  Decision.  In  a  contested  case,  if  a  majo
	Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  §22.261.  Proposals  for  Decision.  (a)  Requirement  and  Contents  of  Proposal  for  Decision.  In  a  contested  case,  if  a  majo
	Subchapter  C  33.051-33.055;  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13,  Subchapter  K  §§13.411-13.419;  and  HB  1600  (83R),  SB  567  (83R)  and  Texas  Water  Code  Chapter  13;  Texas  Gov-ernment  Code  Chapter  2001,  2001.004-007  and  Subchapter  B  2001.021-2001.041;  Subchapter  C  2001.051-2001.062  and  Subchapter  D  2001.081-103;  Subchapter  F  2001.141-2001.147.  §22.261.  Proposals  for  Decision.  (a)  Requirement  and  Contents  of  Proposal  for  Decision.  In  a  contested  case,  if  a  majo
	(A)  did  not  properly  apply  or  interpret  applicable  law,  commission  rules  or  policies,  or  prior  administrative  decisions;  or  (B)  issued  a  finding  of  fact  that  is  not  supported  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence;  or  (2)  determines  that  a  commission  policy  or  a  prior  admin-istrative  decision  on  which  the  administrative  law  judge  relied  is  incor-rect  or  should  be  changed.  (b)  Reasons  to  Be  in  Writing.  The  commission  will  state  in  writing  the
	(A)  did  not  properly  apply  or  interpret  applicable  law,  commission  rules  or  policies,  or  prior  administrative  decisions;  or  (B)  issued  a  finding  of  fact  that  is  not  supported  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence;  or  (2)  determines  that  a  commission  policy  or  a  prior  admin-istrative  decision  on  which  the  administrative  law  judge  relied  is  incor-rect  or  should  be  changed.  (b)  Reasons  to  Be  in  Writing.  The  commission  will  state  in  writing  the
	(A)  did  not  properly  apply  or  interpret  applicable  law,  commission  rules  or  policies,  or  prior  administrative  decisions;  or  (B)  issued  a  finding  of  fact  that  is  not  supported  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence;  or  (2)  determines  that  a  commission  policy  or  a  prior  admin-istrative  decision  on  which  the  administrative  law  judge  relied  is  incor-rect  or  should  be  changed.  (b)  Reasons  to  Be  in  Writing.  The  commission  will  state  in  writing  the




	(c)  A  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  reply  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  is  untimely  if  it  is  not  filed  by  the  deadlines  specified  in  APA  §2001.146  or,  if  the  commission  extends  the  time  to  file  such  motion  or  reply  or  approves  a  time  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  the  date  specified  in  the  order  of  the  commission  extending  time  or  approving  the  time.  (d)  A  motion  by  a  party  to  extend  time  related  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  must  be  filed  no 
	(c)  A  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  reply  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  is  untimely  if  it  is  not  filed  by  the  deadlines  specified  in  APA  §2001.146  or,  if  the  commission  extends  the  time  to  file  such  motion  or  reply  or  approves  a  time  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  the  date  specified  in  the  order  of  the  commission  extending  time  or  approving  the  time.  (d)  A  motion  by  a  party  to  extend  time  related  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  must  be  filed  no 
	(c)  A  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  reply  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  is  untimely  if  it  is  not  filed  by  the  deadlines  specified  in  APA  §2001.146  or,  if  the  commission  extends  the  time  to  file  such  motion  or  reply  or  approves  a  time  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  the  date  specified  in  the  order  of  the  commission  extending  time  or  approving  the  time.  (d)  A  motion  by  a  party  to  extend  time  related  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  must  be  filed  no 
	(c)  A  motion  for  rehearing  or  a  reply  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  is  untimely  if  it  is  not  filed  by  the  deadlines  specified  in  APA  §2001.146  or,  if  the  commission  extends  the  time  to  file  such  motion  or  reply  or  approves  a  time  agreed  to  by  the  parties,  the  date  specified  in  the  order  of  the  commission  extending  time  or  approving  the  time.  (d)  A  motion  by  a  party  to  extend  time  related  to  a  motion  for  rehearing  must  be  filed  no 


	the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  the  authority  to  asse
	the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  the  authority  to  asse
	the  functions  of  the  commission  and  the  commission's  proce-dures  by  which  a  complaint  is  filed  with  and  resolved  by  the  commission  and  requires  the  commission  to,  by  rule,  establish  methods  by  which  consumers  and  service  recipients  are  notified  of  the  name,  mailing  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the  commission  for  the  purpose  of  directing  complaints  to  the  com-mission;  PURA  §15.023,  which  provides  the  commission  with  the  authority  to  asse



	§22.281.  Initiation  of  Rulemaking.  (a)  Petition  for  Rulemaking.  Any  interested  person,  as  defined  by  the  APA,  may  petition  the  commission  requesting  the  adoption  of  a  new  rule  or  the  amendment  of  an  existing  rule.  (1)  The  petition  must  be  in  writing  and  must  be  submitted  to  the  project  opened  under  paragraph  (2)  of  this  subsection.  The  peti-tion  must  include  a  brief  explanation  of  the  rule,  each  reason  the  new  or  amended  rule  should  be
	§22.281.  Initiation  of  Rulemaking.  (a)  Petition  for  Rulemaking.  Any  interested  person,  as  defined  by  the  APA,  may  petition  the  commission  requesting  the  adoption  of  a  new  rule  or  the  amendment  of  an  existing  rule.  (1)  The  petition  must  be  in  writing  and  must  be  submitted  to  the  project  opened  under  paragraph  (2)  of  this  subsection.  The  peti-tion  must  include  a  brief  explanation  of  the  rule,  each  reason  the  new  or  amended  rule  should  be
	§22.281.  Initiation  of  Rulemaking.  (a)  Petition  for  Rulemaking.  Any  interested  person,  as  defined  by  the  APA,  may  petition  the  commission  requesting  the  adoption  of  a  new  rule  or  the  amendment  of  an  existing  rule.  (1)  The  petition  must  be  in  writing  and  must  be  submitted  to  the  project  opened  under  paragraph  (2)  of  this  subsection.  The  peti-tion  must  include  a  brief  explanation  of  the  rule,  each  reason  the  new  or  amended  rule  should  be
	submission  of  comments.  The  commission  may  also  establish  a  sched-ule  for  reply  comments  if  it  determines  that  additional  comments  would  be  appropriate  or  helpful  in  reaching  a  decision  on  the  proposed  rule.  Commission  staff  may  provide  an  extension  to  the  comment  deadline,  request  reply  comments,  or  provide  additional  comment  filing  instruc-tions  in  a  rulemaking  project.  (d)  Public  Hearing.  The  commission  or  commission  staff  may  schedule  work


	CenterPoint  Energy  Houston  Electric,  LLC  (CenterPoint);  City  of  Houston  (Houston);  ERCOT;  the  Coalition  of  Competitive  Retail-ers  (Coalition);  Texas  Energy  Association  for  Marketers  (TEAM);  and  Vistra  Corporate  Service  Company  LLC  (Vistra).  To  assist  the  commission  in  its  continued  monitoring  of  the  per-formance  of  the  retail  market,  commission  staff  requested  re-sponses  to  the  following  two  questions:  Question  One  1.  Are  the  Retail  Market  Perform
	CenterPoint  Energy  Houston  Electric,  LLC  (CenterPoint);  City  of  Houston  (Houston);  ERCOT;  the  Coalition  of  Competitive  Retail-ers  (Coalition);  Texas  Energy  Association  for  Marketers  (TEAM);  and  Vistra  Corporate  Service  Company  LLC  (Vistra).  To  assist  the  commission  in  its  continued  monitoring  of  the  per-formance  of  the  retail  market,  commission  staff  requested  re-sponses  to  the  following  two  questions:  Question  One  1.  Are  the  Retail  Market  Perform
	City  of  Houston  recommended  the  addition  of  several  measures  to  Schedules  A,  B,  and  C.  Also,  Houston  recommended  that  a  link  to  individual  REP  perfor-mance  metrics  under  §25.88  be  included  with  each  competitive  retail  electric  plan  offered  through  the  Power  to  Choose  website.  Joint  Commenters  requested  that  the  commission  provide  clar-ity  regarding  the  requirements  of  §25.474(p)(3),  relating  to  Se-lection  of  Retail  Electric  Provider,  once  §25.8

	TEAM  suggested  the  rule  deadline  should  remain  unchanged,  i.e.,  by  no  later  than  the  45th  day  after  the  end  of  quarter.  The  Coalition  expressed  concern  regarding  the  rule's  deadline,  specifically  that  thirty  days  is  not  sufficient  and  would  only  in-crease  the  opportunities  for  inaccurate  data  submission  and  will  significantly  increase  costs  for  REPs.  Vistra  recommended  maintaining  the  existing  45-day  deadline  under  existing  16  TAC  §25.88(c)(2) 
	TEAM  suggested  the  rule  deadline  should  remain  unchanged,  i.e.,  by  no  later  than  the  45th  day  after  the  end  of  quarter.  The  Coalition  expressed  concern  regarding  the  rule's  deadline,  specifically  that  thirty  days  is  not  sufficient  and  would  only  in-crease  the  opportunities  for  inaccurate  data  submission  and  will  significantly  increase  costs  for  REPs.  Vistra  recommended  maintaining  the  existing  45-day  deadline  under  existing  16  TAC  §25.88(c)(2) 
	TEAM  suggested  the  rule  deadline  should  remain  unchanged,  i.e.,  by  no  later  than  the  45th  day  after  the  end  of  quarter.  The  Coalition  expressed  concern  regarding  the  rule's  deadline,  specifically  that  thirty  days  is  not  sufficient  and  would  only  in-crease  the  opportunities  for  inaccurate  data  submission  and  will  significantly  increase  costs  for  REPs.  Vistra  recommended  maintaining  the  existing  45-day  deadline  under  existing  16  TAC  §25.88(c)(2) 
	Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  -Enforcement  Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  states  that  the  commission  may  impose  all  applicable  administrative  penalties  under  §22.246,  relating  to  Administrative  Penalties,  of  this  title  for  failure  of  a  reporting  en-tity  to  timely  file  accurate  performance  measures  report.  TEAM  recommended  amending  the  rule  to  require  the  consider-ation  of  factors  like  the  existing  rule,  including  compliance  history  and  severity  of  the  violation  to 

	prescribed  forms  for  consistency  across  reporting  entities  and  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  commission  staff's  review.  Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  2  -Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  Retail  Sales  by  Premise  Type  Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  2  required  each  REP  to  provide  its  retail  sales  for  residential,  small  non-residential,  medium  non-residential,  and  large  non-residential  customers.  Specif-ically,  each  REP  must  provide  the  corresponding  customer  cou
	Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  4  -Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  Disconnection  for  Non-pay  Proposed  Schedule  A,  Part  4  requires  each  REP  to  report  the  number  of  disconnect  notices  sent,  disconnections  requested,  reconnections  requested,  and  move-outs  ordered  after  a  Dis-connection  for  Non-Pay  (DNP)  for  residential  customers,  for  criti-cal  care  residential  customers,  chronic  condition  residential  cus-tomers,  and  for  prepaid  service  customers  by  TDU  servi

	In  adopting  this  section,  the  commission  makes  other  minor  modifications  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  its  intent.  This  repeal  is  adopted  under  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA)  §14.001,  which  grants  the  commission  the  general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specifically  desig-nated  or  implied  by  this  title  that  is  necessary  and  convenient  to  the  exercise  of  t
	In  adopting  this  section,  the  commission  makes  other  minor  modifications  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  its  intent.  This  repeal  is  adopted  under  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA)  §14.001,  which  grants  the  commission  the  general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specifically  desig-nated  or  implied  by  this  title  that  is  necessary  and  convenient  to  the  exercise  of  t
	In  adopting  this  section,  the  commission  makes  other  minor  modifications  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  its  intent.  This  repeal  is  adopted  under  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA)  §14.001,  which  grants  the  commission  the  general  power  to  regulate  and  supervise  the  business  of  each  public  utility  within  its  jurisdiction  and  to  do  anything  specifically  desig-nated  or  implied  by  this  title  that  is  necessary  and  convenient  to  the  exercise  of  t
	The  commission  received  comments  about  this  project  from  AEP  Texas  Inc,  Oncor  Electric  Delivery  Company  LLC,  and  Texas-New  Mexico  Power  Company  (filed  jointly  as  Joint  Commenters);  CenterPoint  Energy  Houston  Electric,  LLC  (CenterPoint);  City  of  Houston  (Houston);  ERCOT;  the  Coalition  of  Competitive  Retail-ers  (Coalition);  Texas  Energy  Association  for  Marketers  (TEAM);  and  Vistra  Corporate  Service  Company  LLC  (Vistra).  To  assist  the  commission  in  i
	The  commission  received  comments  about  this  project  from  AEP  Texas  Inc,  Oncor  Electric  Delivery  Company  LLC,  and  Texas-New  Mexico  Power  Company  (filed  jointly  as  Joint  Commenters);  CenterPoint  Energy  Houston  Electric,  LLC  (CenterPoint);  City  of  Houston  (Houston);  ERCOT;  the  Coalition  of  Competitive  Retail-ers  (Coalition);  Texas  Energy  Association  for  Marketers  (TEAM);  and  Vistra  Corporate  Service  Company  LLC  (Vistra).  To  assist  the  commission  in  i



	2.  What  else  should  the  commission  consider  in  its  implementa-tion  of  PURA  §39.168  and  its  amendment  to  §25.88?  City  of  Houston  recommended  the  addition  of  several  measures  to  Schedules  A,  B,  and  C.  Also,  Houston  recommended  that  a  link  to  individual  REP  perfor-mance  metrics  under  §25.88  be  included  with  each  competitive  retail  electric  plan  offered  through  the  Power  to  Choose  website.  Joint  Commenters  requested  that  the  commission  provide  
	2.  What  else  should  the  commission  consider  in  its  implementa-tion  of  PURA  §39.168  and  its  amendment  to  §25.88?  City  of  Houston  recommended  the  addition  of  several  measures  to  Schedules  A,  B,  and  C.  Also,  Houston  recommended  that  a  link  to  individual  REP  perfor-mance  metrics  under  §25.88  be  included  with  each  competitive  retail  electric  plan  offered  through  the  Power  to  Choose  website.  Joint  Commenters  requested  that  the  commission  provide  
	Proposed  §25.88(b)(2)  requires  the  report  to  be  filed  no  later  than  the  30th  day  following  the  end  of  the  preceding  quarterly  reporting  period.  TEAM  suggested  the  rule  deadline  should  remain  unchanged,  i.e.,  by  no  later  than  the  45th  day  after  the  end  of  quarter.  The  Coalition  expressed  concern  regarding  the  rule's  deadline,  specifically  that  thirty  days  is  not  sufficient  and  would  only  in-crease  the  opportunities  for  inaccurate  data  submis
	Proposed  §25.88(b)(2)  requires  the  report  to  be  filed  no  later  than  the  30th  day  following  the  end  of  the  preceding  quarterly  reporting  period.  TEAM  suggested  the  rule  deadline  should  remain  unchanged,  i.e.,  by  no  later  than  the  45th  day  after  the  end  of  quarter.  The  Coalition  expressed  concern  regarding  the  rule's  deadline,  specifically  that  thirty  days  is  not  sufficient  and  would  only  in-crease  the  opportunities  for  inaccurate  data  submis


	The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  as  16  TAC  §22.5,  relating  to  Suspension  of  Rules  and  Commission-Prescribed  Forms,  allows  a  market  entity  to  which  this  rule  applies  to  seek  an  exception  to  a  reporting  requirement  under  this  rule  if  the  entity  can  show  good  cause  for  the  exception.  Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  -Enforcement  Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  states  that  the  commission  may  impose  all  applicable  administrative  penalties  under  §22.246,  rela
	The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  as  16  TAC  §22.5,  relating  to  Suspension  of  Rules  and  Commission-Prescribed  Forms,  allows  a  market  entity  to  which  this  rule  applies  to  seek  an  exception  to  a  reporting  requirement  under  this  rule  if  the  entity  can  show  good  cause  for  the  exception.  Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  -Enforcement  Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  states  that  the  commission  may  impose  all  applicable  administrative  penalties  under  §22.246,  rela
	The  commission  disagrees  with  the  Coalition  as  16  TAC  §22.5,  relating  to  Suspension  of  Rules  and  Commission-Prescribed  Forms,  allows  a  market  entity  to  which  this  rule  applies  to  seek  an  exception  to  a  reporting  requirement  under  this  rule  if  the  entity  can  show  good  cause  for  the  exception.  Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  -Enforcement  Proposed  §25.88(f)(1)  states  that  the  commission  may  impose  all  applicable  administrative  penalties  under  §22.246,  rela
	Commission  Response  The  commission  declines  to  allow  a  copy  of  the  EIA  Form  861M  to  suffice  as  proper  filing  under  this  rule.  Portable  Document  Format  (PDF)  files  are  not  a  practical  format  for  commission  staff  to  conduct  its  necessary  analyses.  The  commission  requires  the  prescribed  forms  for  consistency  across  reporting  entities  and  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  commission  staff's  review.  Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  2  -Reporting  Requirements  

	sion  modifies  the  form  to  require  the  reporting  of  affiliations  once  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  instead  of  each  month  of  the  quar-ter.  The  commission  declines  to  add  a  check  box  to  indicate  that  there  have  been  no  changes  to  the  listed  affiliations  since  the  last  required  report;  entities  can  simply  submit  the  same  list  of  its  affiliates  if  there  are  no  changes.  Proposed  Schedule  A  Part  4  -Reporting  Requirements  for  REPs  Disconnection 
	trol  814_07  as  that  transaction  set  was  retired  during  a  Texas  SET  upgrade  and  is  no  longer  relevant.  Commission  Response  The  commission  agrees  with  ERCOT  and  removes  any  refer-ence  to  the  814_07  transaction  set.  In  adopting  this  section,  the  commission  makes  other  minor  modifications  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  its  intent.  This  section  is  adopted  under  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA)  §14.001,  which  grants  the  commission  the  general  
	trol  814_07  as  that  transaction  set  was  retired  during  a  Texas  SET  upgrade  and  is  no  longer  relevant.  Commission  Response  The  commission  agrees  with  ERCOT  and  removes  any  refer-ence  to  the  814_07  transaction  set.  In  adopting  this  section,  the  commission  makes  other  minor  modifications  for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  its  intent.  This  section  is  adopted  under  Public  Utility  Regulatory  Act  (PURA)  §14.001,  which  grants  the  commission  the  general  


	(d)  Supporting  documentation.  Each  Report  must  include:  (1)  Analysis.  Each  report  must  include  an  analysis  or  ex-planation  of  the  reporting  entity's  data  and  performance  for  the  quar-terly  reporting  period  for  any  retail  market  performance  measure  that  does  not  meet  the  expected  performance  level.  The  explanation  or  anal-ysis  must  include  the  change  in  performance  over  the  past  quarterly  reporting  period  and  an  explanation  of  circumstances  that
	(d)  Supporting  documentation.  Each  Report  must  include:  (1)  Analysis.  Each  report  must  include  an  analysis  or  ex-planation  of  the  reporting  entity's  data  and  performance  for  the  quar-terly  reporting  period  for  any  retail  market  performance  measure  that  does  not  meet  the  expected  performance  level.  The  explanation  or  anal-ysis  must  include  the  change  in  performance  over  the  past  quarterly  reporting  period  and  an  explanation  of  circumstances  that
	(d)  Supporting  documentation.  Each  Report  must  include:  (1)  Analysis.  Each  report  must  include  an  analysis  or  ex-planation  of  the  reporting  entity's  data  and  performance  for  the  quar-terly  reporting  period  for  any  retail  market  performance  measure  that  does  not  meet  the  expected  performance  level.  The  explanation  or  anal-ysis  must  include  the  change  in  performance  over  the  past  quarterly  reporting  period  and  an  explanation  of  circumstances  that
	Katelyn  Lewis  Rules  Coordinator  Public  Utility  Commission  of  Texas  Effective  date:  April  2,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  November  21,  2025  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-7433  ♦  ♦  ♦  TITLE  19.  EDUCATION  PART  2.  TEXAS  EDUCATION  AGENCY  CHAPTER  89.  ADAPTATIONS  FOR  SPECIAL  POPULATIONS  SUBCHAPTER  AA.  COMMISSIONER'S  RULES  CONCERNING  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  SERVICES  The  Texas  Education  Agency  (TEA)  adopts  amendments  to  §§89.1035,  89.1070,  an
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	will  be  a  grant  system  provided  to  parents  of  eligible  students.  Adopted  new  subsection  (a)  establishes  definitions.  Based  on  public  comment,  subsection  (a)(1)  has  been  updated  at  adoption  to  provide  additional  clarity  in  the  definition  for  "at  risk  of  being  placed  in  a  residential  program."  Adopted  new  subsection  (b)  requires  TEA  to  designate  a  regional  education  service  center  (ESC)  to  administer  grants  under  this  program.  Adopted  new  subs
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	will  be  a  grant  system  provided  to  parents  of  eligible  students.  Adopted  new  subsection  (a)  establishes  definitions.  Based  on  public  comment,  subsection  (a)(1)  has  been  updated  at  adoption  to  provide  additional  clarity  in  the  definition  for  "at  risk  of  being  placed  in  a  residential  program."  Adopted  new  subsection  (b)  requires  TEA  to  designate  a  regional  education  service  center  (ESC)  to  administer  grants  under  this  program.  Adopted  new  subs
	the  grants  awarded  under  this  section;  TEC,  §29.026,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  grants  the  commissioner  rulemaking  authority  to  im-plement  TEC,  Chapter  29,  Educational  Programs,  Subchapter  A,  Special  Education  Program;  TEC,  §30.002,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  requires  TEA  to  develop  and  administer  a  statewide  plan  for  the  educatio
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	the  grants  awarded  under  this  section;  TEC,  §29.026,  as  added  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  grants  the  commissioner  rulemaking  authority  to  im-plement  TEC,  Chapter  29,  Educational  Programs,  Subchapter  A,  Special  Education  Program;  TEC,  §30.002,  as  amended  by  HB  2  and  SB  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025,  which  requires  TEA  to  develop  and  administer  a  statewide  plan  for  the  educatio



	Cristina  De  La  Fuente-Valadez  Director,  Rulemaking  Texas  Education  Agency  Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  November  7,  2025  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  475-1497  ♦  ♦  ♦  DIVISION  4.  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  FUNDING  19  TAC  §89.1127  STATUTORY  AUTHORITY.  The  new  rule  is  adopted  under  Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §28.025,  which  establishes  requirements  related  to  high  school  graduation  and  academic  achievement  records;  T
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	find;  34  CFR,  §300.149,  which  establishes  the  state  education  agency's  responsibility  for  general  supervision;  and  34  CFR,  §300.600,  which  establishes  requirements  for  state  monitoring  and  enforcement.  CROSS  REFERENCE  TO  STATUTE.  The  new  rule  implements  Texas  Education  Code  (TEC),  §28.025;  §§29.001,  29.003,  and  29.013,  as  amended  by  House  Bill  (HB)  2  and  Senate  Bill  (SB)  568,  89th  Texas  Legislature,  Regular  Session,  2025;  §29.026,  as  added  by  
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	(3)  procedures  related  to  establishing  an  account  for  a  par-ent  to  access  the  grant  funds  once  a  student  is  determined  eligible;  (4)  a  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  (5)  procedures  for  a  parent  or  service  provider  to  request  placement  on  the  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  (6)  procedures  to  pay  service  providers  for  approved  ser-vices;  and  (7)  procedures  for  a  parent  to  request  an  increase  in  their  gran
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	(3)  procedures  related  to  establishing  an  account  for  a  par-ent  to  access  the  grant  funds  once  a  student  is  determined  eligible;  (4)  a  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  (5)  procedures  for  a  parent  or  service  provider  to  request  placement  on  the  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  (6)  procedures  to  pay  service  providers  for  approved  ser-vices;  and  (7)  procedures  for  a  parent  to  request  an  increase  in  their  gran
	(3)  procedures  related  to  establishing  an  account  for  a  par-ent  to  access  the  grant  funds  once  a  student  is  determined  eligible;  (4)  a  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  (5)  procedures  for  a  parent  or  service  provider  to  request  placement  on  the  list  of  approved  services  and  service  providers;  (6)  procedures  to  pay  service  providers  for  approved  ser-vices;  and  (7)  procedures  for  a  parent  to  request  an  increase  in  their  gran



	New  subsection  (c)  adds  eligibility  criteria  required  for  a  student  to  participate  in  an  off-campus  program.  New  subsection  (c)(1)  adds  eligibility  criteria  needed  for  students  participating  in  an  off-campus  programs  provided  by  institutions  of  higher  education.  New  subsection  (c)(1)(A)  states  that  eligible  students  must  have  parental  approval  for  the  specific  program  unless  they  are  18  or  older.  New  subsection  (c)(2)  adds  criteria  that  students
	New  subsection  (c)  adds  eligibility  criteria  required  for  a  student  to  participate  in  an  off-campus  program.  New  subsection  (c)(1)  adds  eligibility  criteria  needed  for  students  participating  in  an  off-campus  programs  provided  by  institutions  of  higher  education.  New  subsection  (c)(1)(A)  states  that  eligible  students  must  have  parental  approval  for  the  specific  program  unless  they  are  18  or  older.  New  subsection  (c)(2)  adds  criteria  that  students


	is  not  eligible  for  funding  under  this  section  under  the  revoked  CDCN  until  TEA  reauthorizes  the  school  district  or  charter  school  to  receive  a  CDCN  for  that  off-campus  provider  to  serve  full-time  students.  New  subsection  (e)(2)(B)(ii)  was  added  to  indicate  that  charter  schools  must  also  meet  expansion  criteria  and  receive  approval  for  an  additional  campus  prior  to  requesting  a  new  CDCN  for  a  full-time  off-campus  program.  New  subsection  (e)
	is  not  eligible  for  funding  under  this  section  under  the  revoked  CDCN  until  TEA  reauthorizes  the  school  district  or  charter  school  to  receive  a  CDCN  for  that  off-campus  provider  to  serve  full-time  students.  New  subsection  (e)(2)(B)(ii)  was  added  to  indicate  that  charter  schools  must  also  meet  expansion  criteria  and  receive  approval  for  an  additional  campus  prior  to  requesting  a  new  CDCN  for  a  full-time  off-campus  program.  New  subsection  (e)
	is  not  eligible  for  funding  under  this  section  under  the  revoked  CDCN  until  TEA  reauthorizes  the  school  district  or  charter  school  to  receive  a  CDCN  for  that  off-campus  provider  to  serve  full-time  students.  New  subsection  (e)(2)(B)(ii)  was  added  to  indicate  that  charter  schools  must  also  meet  expansion  criteria  and  receive  approval  for  an  additional  campus  prior  to  requesting  a  new  CDCN  for  a  full-time  off-campus  program.  New  subsection  (e)
	CROSS  REFERENCE  TO  STATUTE.  The  amendment  imple-ments  Texas  Education  Code,  §48.005(g-1)  and  §48.007.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  TRD-202601254  Cristina  De  La  Fuente-Valadez  Director,  Rulemaking  Texas  Education  Agency  Effective  date:  April  5,  2026  Proposal  publication  d



	Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §1.27  Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §1.27  are  adopted  un-der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  practice  of  architecture;  §1051.207,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  rules  as  necessary  to  com-ply 
	Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §1.27  Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §1.27  are  adopted  un-der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  practice  of  architecture;  §1051.207,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  rules  as  necessary  to  com-ply 
	Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §1.27  Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §1.27  are  adopted  un-der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  practice  of  architecture;  §1051.207,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  rules  as  necessary  to  com-ply 
	The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §1.29.  The  amendments  are  adopted  with  changes  to  the  proposed  text  published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  272)  and  will  be  republished.  Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  which  amend  provisions  in  Chapter  55,  Texas  Oc
	The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §1.29.  The  amendments  are  adopted  with  changes  to  the  proposed  text  published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  272)  and  will  be  republished.  Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  which  amend  provisions  in  Chapter  55,  Texas  Oc
	The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §1.29.  The  amendments  are  adopted  with  changes  to  the  proposed  text  published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  272)  and  will  be  republished.  Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular  Session,  2025),  which  amend  provisions  in  Chapter  55,  Texas  Oc



	(1)  "Active  duty"  means  current  full-time  military  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  active  duty  military  ser-vice  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  military  forces,  as  defined  by  Section  437.001,  Government  Code,  or  similar  military  service  of  another  state.  (2)  "Armed  forces  of  the  United  States"  means  the  army,  navy,  air  force,  coast  guard,  or  marine  corps  of  the  United  States  or  a  reserve  unit  of  one  of  those  branches  of 
	(1)  "Active  duty"  means  current  full-time  military  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  active  duty  military  ser-vice  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  military  forces,  as  defined  by  Section  437.001,  Government  Code,  or  similar  military  service  of  another  state.  (2)  "Armed  forces  of  the  United  States"  means  the  army,  navy,  air  force,  coast  guard,  or  marine  corps  of  the  United  States  or  a  reserve  unit  of  one  of  those  branches  of 
	(1)  "Active  duty"  means  current  full-time  military  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  active  duty  military  ser-vice  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  military  forces,  as  defined  by  Section  437.001,  Government  Code,  or  similar  military  service  of  another  state.  (2)  "Armed  forces  of  the  United  States"  means  the  army,  navy,  air  force,  coast  guard,  or  marine  corps  of  the  United  States  or  a  reserve  unit  of  one  of  those  branches  of 
	(1)  "Active  duty"  means  current  full-time  military  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  active  duty  military  ser-vice  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  military  forces,  as  defined  by  Section  437.001,  Government  Code,  or  similar  military  service  of  another  state.  (2)  "Armed  forces  of  the  United  States"  means  the  army,  navy,  air  force,  coast  guard,  or  marine  corps  of  the  United  States  or  a  reserve  unit  of  one  of  those  branches  of 
	(1)  "Active  duty"  means  current  full-time  military  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  or  active  duty  military  ser-vice  as  a  member  of  the  Texas  military  forces,  as  defined  by  Section  437.001,  Government  Code,  or  similar  military  service  of  another  state.  (2)  "Armed  forces  of  the  United  States"  means  the  army,  navy,  air  force,  coast  guard,  or  marine  corps  of  the  United  States  or  a  reserve  unit  of  one  of  those  branches  of 


	(A)  the  date  the  Board  approves  or  denies  the  applica-tion  for  registration;  or  (B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-tion  is  issued.  (c)  Recognition  of  Out-of-State  License  of  Military  Service  Members  and  Military  Spouses.  (1)  As  applicable,  a  military  service  member  or  military  spouse  who  holds  a  current  license  issued  by  another  state  that  is  sim-ilar  in  scope  of  practice  to  a  Texas  architectural  registration  and  who
	(A)  the  date  the  Board  approves  or  denies  the  applica-tion  for  registration;  or  (B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-tion  is  issued.  (c)  Recognition  of  Out-of-State  License  of  Military  Service  Members  and  Military  Spouses.  (1)  As  applicable,  a  military  service  member  or  military  spouse  who  holds  a  current  license  issued  by  another  state  that  is  sim-ilar  in  scope  of  practice  to  a  Texas  architectural  registration  and  who
	(A)  the  date  the  Board  approves  or  denies  the  applica-tion  for  registration;  or  (B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-tion  is  issued.  (c)  Recognition  of  Out-of-State  License  of  Military  Service  Members  and  Military  Spouses.  (1)  As  applicable,  a  military  service  member  or  military  spouse  who  holds  a  current  license  issued  by  another  state  that  is  sim-ilar  in  scope  of  practice  to  a  Texas  architectural  registration  and  who




	(5)  A  provisional  registration  issued  under  this  subsection  expires  on  the  earlier  of:  (A)  the  date  the  Board  issues  a  determination  under  paragraph  (4)(A)  of  this  subsection;  or  (B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-tion  is  issued.  (6)  An  Applicant  under  this  subsection  shall  comply  with  all  other  laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  Practice  of  Architecture  in  this  state.  (7)  A  military  service  member  or  military  s
	(5)  A  provisional  registration  issued  under  this  subsection  expires  on  the  earlier  of:  (A)  the  date  the  Board  issues  a  determination  under  paragraph  (4)(A)  of  this  subsection;  or  (B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-tion  is  issued.  (6)  An  Applicant  under  this  subsection  shall  comply  with  all  other  laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  Practice  of  Architecture  in  this  state.  (7)  A  military  service  member  or  military  s
	(5)  A  provisional  registration  issued  under  this  subsection  expires  on  the  earlier  of:  (A)  the  date  the  Board  issues  a  determination  under  paragraph  (4)(A)  of  this  subsection;  or  (B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-tion  is  issued.  (6)  An  Applicant  under  this  subsection  shall  comply  with  all  other  laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  Practice  of  Architecture  in  this  state.  (7)  A  military  service  member  or  military  s
	(5)  A  provisional  registration  issued  under  this  subsection  expires  on  the  earlier  of:  (A)  the  date  the  Board  issues  a  determination  under  paragraph  (4)(A)  of  this  subsection;  or  (B)  the  180th  day  after  the  date  the  provisional  registra-tion  is  issued.  (6)  An  Applicant  under  this  subsection  shall  comply  with  all  other  laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  Practice  of  Architecture  in  this  state.  (7)  A  military  service  member  or  military  s


	tion  requirement,  of  an  Applicant  who  is  a  military  service  member  or  a  military  veteran.  (f)  The  Board  shall  not  charge  an  application  or  examination  fee  paid  to  the  Board  for  any  Applicant  who  is  a  military  service  mem-ber,  military  veteran,  or  military  spouse.  (g)  A  military  service  member  is  exempt  from  any  increased  fee  or  other  penalty  for  failing  to  renew  a  registration  in  a  timely  manner  if  the  individual  establishes  to  the  sa

	and  §53.0211(c),  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  amendments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.27(b),  (d).  Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §3.27  Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §3.27  are  adopted  un-der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  practice  of  landscape 
	and  §53.0211(c),  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  amendments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.27(b),  (d).  Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §3.27  Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §3.27  are  adopted  un-der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  practice  of  landscape 
	and  §53.0211(c),  Texas  Occupations  Code.  These  statutory  amendments  are  adopted  in  22  TAC  §3.27(b),  (d).  Summary  of  Comments.  The  Board  did  not  receive  any  com-ments  on  the  proposed  rule.  SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §3.27  Statutory  Authority.  The  amendments  to  §3.27  are  adopted  un-der  §1051.202,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  as  necessary  to  regulate  the  practice  of  landscape 
	SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §3.29  The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §3.29.  The  amendments  are  adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  279)  and  will  not  be  republished.  Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular 
	SUBCHAPTER  B.  ELIGIBILITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  22  TAC  §3.29  The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC)  §3.29.  The  amendments  are  adopted  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  published  in  the  January  16,  2026,  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  279)  and  will  not  be  republished.  Reasoned  Justification.  The  adopted  rules  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629  (89th  Regular 



	Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  TRD-202601135  Pim  Mayo  General  Counsel  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  ♦  ♦  ♦  CHAPTER  5.  REGISTERED  INTERIOR  DESIGNERS  The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC),  Chapter  5  relating 
	Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  9,  2026.  TRD-202601135  Pim  Mayo  General  Counsel  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  Effective  date:  March  29,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  January  16,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-9040  ♦  ♦  ♦  CHAPTER  5.  REGISTERED  INTERIOR  DESIGNERS  The  Texas  Board  of  Architectural  Examiners  (Board)  adopts  amendments  to  22  Texas  Administrative  Code  (TAC),  Chapter  5  relating 
	rules  as  necessary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupa-tions  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  pro-visional  licenses  to  certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convic-tions.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Ma
	rules  as  necessary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupa-tions  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  pro-visional  licenses  to  certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convic-tions.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Ma
	rules  as  necessary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupa-tions  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  pro-visional  licenses  to  certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convic-tions.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Ma
	rules  as  necessary  to  comply  with  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupa-tions  Code;  and  Chapter  53,  Texas  Occupations  Code,  which  provides  licensing  authorities  authority  grant  licenses  and  pro-visional  licenses  to  certain  applicants  with  prior  criminal  convic-tions.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  Ma




	Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  To  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  TAC  §5.39.  SB  1818  mandates  the  prompt  issuance  of  a  provisional  regis-tration  to  an  applicant  under  §55.004  or  §55.0041,  Texas  Occu-pations  Code  if  the  agency  is  unable  to  promptly  issue  a  license  or  recognition  of  an  out-of-state  license,  respectively.  A  provi-sional  license  expires  the  earlier  of  the  date  the  license  is 
	Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  To  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  TAC  §5.39.  SB  1818  mandates  the  prompt  issuance  of  a  provisional  regis-tration  to  an  applicant  under  §55.004  or  §55.0041,  Texas  Occu-pations  Code  if  the  agency  is  unable  to  promptly  issue  a  license  or  recognition  of  an  out-of-state  license,  respectively.  A  provi-sional  license  expires  the  earlier  of  the  date  the  license  is 
	Veterans,  and  Military  Spouses.  To  implement  Senate  Bill  1818  and  House  Bill  5629,  the  Board  adopted  amendments  to  22  TAC  §5.39.  SB  1818  mandates  the  prompt  issuance  of  a  provisional  regis-tration  to  an  applicant  under  §55.004  or  §55.0041,  Texas  Occu-pations  Code  if  the  agency  is  unable  to  promptly  issue  a  license  or  recognition  of  an  out-of-state  license,  respectively.  A  provi-sional  license  expires  the  earlier  of  the  date  the  license  is 



	CHAPTER  501.  RULES  OF  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT  SUBCHAPTER  A.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  22  TAC  §501.51  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §501.51  concerning  Preamble  and  General  Principle,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  Feb-ruary  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  682)  and  will  not  be  republished.  The  AICPA  establishes  best  practices  standards  for  attest  ser-vices.  The  proposed  rule 
	CHAPTER  501.  RULES  OF  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT  SUBCHAPTER  A.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  22  TAC  §501.51  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §501.51  concerning  Preamble  and  General  Principle,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  Feb-ruary  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  682)  and  will  not  be  republished.  The  AICPA  establishes  best  practices  standards  for  attest  ser-vices.  The  proposed  rule 
	CHAPTER  501.  RULES  OF  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT  SUBCHAPTER  A.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  22  TAC  §501.51  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §501.51  concerning  Preamble  and  General  Principle,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  the  Feb-ruary  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  682)  and  will  not  be  republished.  The  AICPA  establishes  best  practices  standards  for  attest  ser-vices.  The  proposed  rule 

	The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  TRD-202601176  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  CHAPTER  505
	The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  TRD-202601176  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  CHAPTER  505
	The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  TRD-202601176  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  CHAPTER  505


	No  person  shall  offer  accounting  services  in  Texas  or  hold  them-selves  out  to  be  a  CPA  or  an  accountant  or  to  suggest  they  have  an  expertise  in  accounting  unless  they  are  licensed  by  the  Board  as  a  CPA.  To  prevent  the  unlicensed  practice  of  public  accoun-tancy  the  Board  no  longer  issues  Cease  and  Desist  Orders.  In-stead,  the  board  will  take  a  non-licensee  ignoring  the  Board's  efforts  to  obtain  compliance  with  state  law  to  state  distri
	No  person  shall  offer  accounting  services  in  Texas  or  hold  them-selves  out  to  be  a  CPA  or  an  accountant  or  to  suggest  they  have  an  expertise  in  accounting  unless  they  are  licensed  by  the  Board  as  a  CPA.  To  prevent  the  unlicensed  practice  of  public  accoun-tancy  the  Board  no  longer  issues  Cease  and  Desist  Orders.  In-stead,  the  board  will  take  a  non-licensee  ignoring  the  Board's  efforts  to  obtain  compliance  with  state  law  to  state  distri

	Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  TRD-202601179  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  22  TAC  §518.4  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §518.4  concerning  Injunctive  Relief  and  Penalties,  with-out  changes  
	Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  TRD-202601179  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  22  TAC  §518.4  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §518.4  concerning  Injunctive  Relief  and  Penalties,  with-out  changes  
	Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  12,  2026.  TRD-202601179  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  22  TAC  §518.4  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §518.4  concerning  Injunctive  Relief  and  Penalties,  with-out  changes  


	The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  (Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.
	The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  (Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.
	The  amendment  is  adopted  under  the  Public  Accountancy  Act  (Act),  Texas  Occupations  Code,  §901.151  and  §901.655  which  provides  the  agency  with  the  authority  to  amend,  adopt  and  re-peal  rules  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  effectuate  the  Act.  No  other  article,  statute  or  code  is  affected  by  the  adoption.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.


	CHAPTER  520.  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  ACCOUNTING  STUDENTS  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM  22  TAC  §520.2  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §520.2  concerning  Definitions,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  693)  and  will  not  be  republished.  Student  Aid  Index  is  a  Department  of  Education  term  used  in  student  aid  for  funding  education  and  is  more  comprehe
	CHAPTER  520.  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  ACCOUNTING  STUDENTS  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM  22  TAC  §520.2  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §520.2  concerning  Definitions,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  693)  and  will  not  be  republished.  Student  Aid  Index  is  a  Department  of  Education  term  used  in  student  aid  for  funding  education  and  is  more  comprehe
	CHAPTER  520.  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  ACCOUNTING  STUDENTS  SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM  22  TAC  §520.2  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §520.2  concerning  Definitions,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in  February  6,  2026  issue  of  the  Texas  Register  (51  TexReg  693)  and  will  not  be  republished.  Student  Aid  Index  is  a  Department  of  Education  term  used  in  student  aid  for  funding  education  and  is  more  comprehe


	TRD-202601184  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  22  TAC  §520.4  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §520.4  concerning  Eligible  Students  for  the  Accounting  Students  Scholarship  Program,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in 
	TRD-202601184  J.  Randel  (Jerry)  Hill  General  Counsel  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  February  6,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  305-7842  ♦  ♦  ♦  22  TAC  §520.4  The  Texas  State  Board  of  Public  Accountancy  adopts  an  amend-ment  to  §520.4  concerning  Eligible  Students  for  the  Accounting  Students  Scholarship  Program,  without  changes  to  the  proposed  text  as  published  in 

	to  recognize  licensees  with  established  periods  of  exemplary  public  geoscience  work.  No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-ment.  This  section  is  adopted  under  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  Act,  Occupations  Code  §1002.151.  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  and  enforce  all  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  as  neces-sary  for  the  performance  of  its  duties;  §1002.255.  which  autho-rizes  the  Board  to  establish  license  eligibility  req
	to  recognize  licensees  with  established  periods  of  exemplary  public  geoscience  work.  No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-ment.  This  section  is  adopted  under  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  Act,  Occupations  Code  §1002.151.  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  and  enforce  all  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  as  neces-sary  for  the  performance  of  its  duties;  §1002.255.  which  autho-rizes  the  Board  to  establish  license  eligibility  req
	to  recognize  licensees  with  established  periods  of  exemplary  public  geoscience  work.  No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-ment.  This  section  is  adopted  under  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  Act,  Occupations  Code  §1002.151.  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  and  enforce  all  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  as  neces-sary  for  the  performance  of  its  duties;  §1002.255.  which  autho-rizes  the  Board  to  establish  license  eligibility  req
	to  recognize  licensees  with  established  periods  of  exemplary  public  geoscience  work.  No  comments  were  received  regarding  adoption  of  the  amend-ment.  This  section  is  adopted  under  the  Texas  Geoscience  Practice  Act,  Occupations  Code  §1002.151.  which  authorizes  the  Board  to  adopt  and  enforce  all  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  as  neces-sary  for  the  performance  of  its  duties;  §1002.255.  which  autho-rizes  the  Board  to  establish  license  eligibility  req



	Katie  Colby  Licensing  Specialist  Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  January  23,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-4428  ♦  ♦  ♦  TITLE  34.  PUBLIC  FINANCE  PART  4.  EMPLOYEES  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM  OF  TEXAS  CHAPTER  75.  HAZARDOUS  PROFESSION  DEATH  BENEFITS  34  TAC  §§75.1  -75.3  The  Employees  Retirement  System  of  Texas  (ERS)  adopts  amendments  to  34  Texas  Administrative  Code  Chap
	Katie  Colby  Licensing  Specialist  Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  January  23,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-4428  ♦  ♦  ♦  TITLE  34.  PUBLIC  FINANCE  PART  4.  EMPLOYEES  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM  OF  TEXAS  CHAPTER  75.  HAZARDOUS  PROFESSION  DEATH  BENEFITS  34  TAC  §§75.1  -75.3  The  Employees  Retirement  System  of  Texas  (ERS)  adopts  amendments  to  34  Texas  Administrative  Code  Chap
	Katie  Colby  Licensing  Specialist  Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  January  23,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-4428  ♦  ♦  ♦  TITLE  34.  PUBLIC  FINANCE  PART  4.  EMPLOYEES  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM  OF  TEXAS  CHAPTER  75.  HAZARDOUS  PROFESSION  DEATH  BENEFITS  34  TAC  §§75.1  -75.3  The  Employees  Retirement  System  of  Texas  (ERS)  adopts  amendments  to  34  Texas  Administrative  Code  Chap
	Katie  Colby  Licensing  Specialist  Texas  Board  of  Professional  Geoscientists  Effective  date:  April  1,  2026  Proposal  publication  date:  January  23,  2026  For  further  information,  please  call:  (512)  936-4428  ♦  ♦  ♦  TITLE  34.  PUBLIC  FINANCE  PART  4.  EMPLOYEES  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM  OF  TEXAS  CHAPTER  75.  HAZARDOUS  PROFESSION  DEATH  BENEFITS  34  TAC  §§75.1  -75.3  The  Employees  Retirement  System  of  Texas  (ERS)  adopts  amendments  to  34  Texas  Administrative  Code  Chap


	(3)  a  certified  copy  of  the  autopsy  report,  if  an  autopsy  has  been  performed;  (4)  for  a  surviving  spouse:  (A)  a  copy  of  a  marriage  license  or  an  equivalent  gov-ernment  record  showing  a  formal  marriage  between  the  survivor  and  the  decedent;  (B)  a  declaration  of  informal  marriage,  if  one  was  filed;  or  (C)  for  an  informal  marriage  without  a  declaration,  doc-umentation  that  proves  the  survivor  and  the  decedent:  (i)  intended  to  have  a  prese
	(3)  a  certified  copy  of  the  autopsy  report,  if  an  autopsy  has  been  performed;  (4)  for  a  surviving  spouse:  (A)  a  copy  of  a  marriage  license  or  an  equivalent  gov-ernment  record  showing  a  formal  marriage  between  the  survivor  and  the  decedent;  (B)  a  declaration  of  informal  marriage,  if  one  was  filed;  or  (C)  for  an  informal  marriage  without  a  declaration,  doc-umentation  that  proves  the  survivor  and  the  decedent:  (i)  intended  to  have  a  prese
	(3)  a  certified  copy  of  the  autopsy  report,  if  an  autopsy  has  been  performed;  (4)  for  a  surviving  spouse:  (A)  a  copy  of  a  marriage  license  or  an  equivalent  gov-ernment  record  showing  a  formal  marriage  between  the  survivor  and  the  decedent;  (B)  a  declaration  of  informal  marriage,  if  one  was  filed;  or  (C)  for  an  informal  marriage  without  a  declaration,  doc-umentation  that  proves  the  survivor  and  the  decedent:  (i)  intended  to  have  a  prese
	(3)  a  certified  copy  of  the  autopsy  report,  if  an  autopsy  has  been  performed;  (4)  for  a  surviving  spouse:  (A)  a  copy  of  a  marriage  license  or  an  equivalent  gov-ernment  record  showing  a  formal  marriage  between  the  survivor  and  the  decedent;  (B)  a  declaration  of  informal  marriage,  if  one  was  filed;  or  (C)  for  an  informal  marriage  without  a  declaration,  doc-umentation  that  proves  the  survivor  and  the  decedent:  (i)  intended  to  have  a  prese
	(3)  a  certified  copy  of  the  autopsy  report,  if  an  autopsy  has  been  performed;  (4)  for  a  surviving  spouse:  (A)  a  copy  of  a  marriage  license  or  an  equivalent  gov-ernment  record  showing  a  formal  marriage  between  the  survivor  and  the  decedent;  (B)  a  declaration  of  informal  marriage,  if  one  was  filed;  or  (C)  for  an  informal  marriage  without  a  declaration,  doc-umentation  that  proves  the  survivor  and  the  decedent:  (i)  intended  to  have  a  prese



	(E)  if  the  decedent  was  a  parole  officer  as  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(3),  that  the  decedent  was  a  parole  offi-cer  with  the  qualifications  and  duties  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §  508.001  and  §  508.113;  (F)  if  the  decedent  was  a  jailer  or  guard  as  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(7),  that  the  decedent  was  appointed  by  the  sheriff  and  performed  a  security,  custodial,  or  supervisory  function  over  the  admittance,  confineme
	(E)  if  the  decedent  was  a  parole  officer  as  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(3),  that  the  decedent  was  a  parole  offi-cer  with  the  qualifications  and  duties  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §  508.001  and  §  508.113;  (F)  if  the  decedent  was  a  jailer  or  guard  as  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(7),  that  the  decedent  was  appointed  by  the  sheriff  and  performed  a  security,  custodial,  or  supervisory  function  over  the  admittance,  confineme
	(E)  if  the  decedent  was  a  parole  officer  as  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(3),  that  the  decedent  was  a  parole  offi-cer  with  the  qualifications  and  duties  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §  508.001  and  §  508.113;  (F)  if  the  decedent  was  a  jailer  or  guard  as  described  in  Tex.  Gov't  Code  §615.003(7),  that  the  decedent  was  appointed  by  the  sheriff  and  performed  a  security,  custodial,  or  supervisory  function  over  the  admittance,  confineme



	position  on  the  date  of  death,  or  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  Justice  at  the  lowest  salary  provided  by  the  General  Appropriations  Act  for  a  custodial  personnel  position,  if  the  decedent  held  a  custodial  personnel  position  on  the  date  of  death;  (2)  had  accrued  10  years  of  service  credit  in  the  applicable  position;  and  (3)  was  eligible  to  retire  without  regard  to  any  age  require-ment.  (c)  If  the  decedent  died  on  or  after  Septemb
	position  on  the  date  of  death,  or  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  Justice  at  the  lowest  salary  provided  by  the  General  Appropriations  Act  for  a  custodial  personnel  position,  if  the  decedent  held  a  custodial  personnel  position  on  the  date  of  death;  (2)  had  accrued  10  years  of  service  credit  in  the  applicable  position;  and  (3)  was  eligible  to  retire  without  regard  to  any  age  require-ment.  (c)  If  the  decedent  died  on  or  after  Septemb
	position  on  the  date  of  death,  or  by  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  Justice  at  the  lowest  salary  provided  by  the  General  Appropriations  Act  for  a  custodial  personnel  position,  if  the  decedent  held  a  custodial  personnel  position  on  the  date  of  death;  (2)  had  accrued  10  years  of  service  credit  in  the  applicable  position;  and  (3)  was  eligible  to  retire  without  regard  to  any  age  require-ment.  (c)  If  the  decedent  died  on  or  after  Septemb
	(g)  As  a  condition  of  receipt  of  an  annuity  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  Chapter  615,  Subchapter  F,  an  eligible  surviving  spouse  shall  agree  to  annually  certify  the  spouse's  eligibility  under  subsection  (a)(1)  of  this  section  and  to  notify  the  system  of  any  change  in  circumstances  affecting  the  spouse's  continued  eligibility.  Failure  to  comply  with  this  requirement  or  to  provide  the  agreed  certification  is  a  basis  for  suspen-sion  of  annuity  payme
	(g)  As  a  condition  of  receipt  of  an  annuity  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  Chapter  615,  Subchapter  F,  an  eligible  surviving  spouse  shall  agree  to  annually  certify  the  spouse's  eligibility  under  subsection  (a)(1)  of  this  section  and  to  notify  the  system  of  any  change  in  circumstances  affecting  the  spouse's  continued  eligibility.  Failure  to  comply  with  this  requirement  or  to  provide  the  agreed  certification  is  a  basis  for  suspen-sion  of  annuity  payme
	(g)  As  a  condition  of  receipt  of  an  annuity  under  Tex.  Gov't  Code  Chapter  615,  Subchapter  F,  an  eligible  surviving  spouse  shall  agree  to  annually  certify  the  spouse's  eligibility  under  subsection  (a)(1)  of  this  section  and  to  notify  the  system  of  any  change  in  circumstances  affecting  the  spouse's  continued  eligibility.  Failure  to  comply  with  this  requirement  or  to  provide  the  agreed  certification  is  a  basis  for  suspen-sion  of  annuity  payme




	agency,  and  specify  the  committee's  duration  (unless  a  specific  duration  is  prescribed  by  statute).  COMMENTS  The  30-day  comment  period  ended  March  15,  2026.  During  this  period,  DFPS  did  not  receive  any  comments  regarding  the  new  rule.  STATUTORY  AUTHORITY  The  new  rule  is  adopted  under  Texas  Human  Resources  Code  §40.031,  as  enacted  by  H.B.  140,  89th  Legislature  (Regular  Ses-sion,  2025)  which  requires  DFPS  to  establish  the  Child  Pro-tective  Inv
	agency,  and  specify  the  committee's  duration  (unless  a  specific  duration  is  prescribed  by  statute).  COMMENTS  The  30-day  comment  period  ended  March  15,  2026.  During  this  period,  DFPS  did  not  receive  any  comments  regarding  the  new  rule.  STATUTORY  AUTHORITY  The  new  rule  is  adopted  under  Texas  Human  Resources  Code  §40.031,  as  enacted  by  H.B.  140,  89th  Legislature  (Regular  Ses-sion,  2025)  which  requires  DFPS  to  establish  the  Child  Pro-tective  Inv
	diction  and  notwithstanding  any  other  law,  shall  adopt  rules  for  the  operation  and  provision  of  services  by  the  department.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  TRD-202601257  Sanjuanita  Maltos  Rules  Coordinator  Department  of  Family  and  Protective  Services  Effective  date:  April
	diction  and  notwithstanding  any  other  law,  shall  adopt  rules  for  the  operation  and  provision  of  services  by  the  department.  The  agency  certifies  that  legal  counsel  has  reviewed  the  adop-tion  and  found  it  to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  agency's  legal  au-thority.  Filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  March  16,  2026.  TRD-202601257  Sanjuanita  Maltos  Rules  Coordinator  Department  of  Family  and  Protective  Services  Effective  date:  April










