
Appointments 
Appointments for February 10, 2026 

Appointed to the One-Call Board of Texas for a term to expire August 
31, 2027, Andrew Elijah Keefer of Austin, Texas (replacing Isaac J. 
Tawil of McAllen who resigned). 

Appointed to the One-Call Board of Texas for a term to expire August 
31, 2028, Joe L. Canales of Frisco, Texas (Mr. Canales is being reap-
pointed). 

Appointed to the One-Call Board of Texas for a term to expire August 
31, 2028, Roberto G. "Robert" De Leon of Corpus Christi, Texas (Mr. 
De Leon is being reappointed). 

Appointed to the One-Call Board of Texas for a term to expire August 
31, 2028, Derek M. Delgado of Lubbock, Texas (Mr. Delgado is being 
reappointed). 

Appointed to the One-Call Board of Texas for a term to expire Au-
gust 31, 2028, Tina M. Polin of San Antonio, Texas (replacing Senaida 
"Sandy" Galvan of San Antonio whose term expired). 

Appointments for February 11, 2026 

Appointed to the Governor's Criminal Justice Division Director for a 
term to expire at the pleasure of the Governor, Andrew W. Friedrichs 
of Austin, Texas (replacing Amiee Snoddy of Georgetown). 

Appointed to the Texas Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners for 
a term to expire February 1, 2031, Eddie R. Jessie of Houston, Texas 
(Mr. Jessie is being reappointed). 

Appointed to the Texas Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners for 
a term to expire February 1, 2031, Erin E. Smith, O.T.D. of Dallas, 
Texas (replacing Todd M. Novosad of Austin whose term expired). 

Appointed to the Texas Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners for 
a term to expire February 1, 2031, Anita L. "Lynn" Wilde of Houston, 
Texas (replacing Jennifer B. Clark of Iola whose term expired). 

Greg Abbott, Governor 
TRD-202600598 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Proclamation 41-4261 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

WHEREAS, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of Texas, is-
sued a disaster proclamation on January 22, 2026, certifying under 
Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the severe winter 
weather posed an imminent threat of widespread and severe property 
damage, injury, and loss of life due to prolonged freezing temperatures, 
heavy snow, and freezing rain statewide; and 

WHEREAS, due to the widespread and severe impacts caused by the 
severe winter weather, a state of disaster continues to exist in those 
counties; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me 
by Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby amend 
and renew the aforementioned proclamation and declare a disaster in 
Anderson, Andrews, Angelina, Archer, Armstrong, Austin, Bailey, 
Bandera, Bastrop, Baylor, Bell, Bexar, Blanco, Borden, Bosque, 
Bowie, Brazoria, Brazos, Brewster, Briscoe, Brown, Burleson, Burnet, 
Caldwell, Callahan, Camp, Carson, Cass, Castro, Chambers, Chero-
kee, Childress, Clay, Cochran, Coke, Coleman, Collin, Collingsworth, 
Colorado, Comal, Comanche, Concho, Cooke, Coryell, Cottle, Crane, 
Crockett, Crosby, Culberson, Dallam, Dallas, Dawson, Deaf Smith, 
Delta, Denton, Dickens, Donley, Eastland, Ector, Edwards, El Paso, 
Ellis, Erath, Falls, Fannin, Fayette, Fisher, Floyd, Foard, Fort Bend, 
Franklin, Freestone, Gaines, Galveston, Garza, Gillespie, Glasscock, 
Gonzales, Gray, Grayson, Gregg, Grimes, Guadalupe, Hale, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hansford, Hardeman, Hardin, Harris, Harrison, Hartley, 
Haskell, Hays, Hemphill, Henderson, Hill, Hockley, Hood, Hopkins, 
Houston, Howard, Hudspeth, Hunt, Hutchinson, Irion, Jack, Jasper, 
Jeff Davis, Jefferson, Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kendall, Kent, 
Kerr, Kimble, King, Kinney, Knox, Lamar, Lamb, Lampasas, Lee, 
Leon, Liberty, Limestone, Lipscomb, Llano, Loving, Lubbock, Lynn, 
Madison, Marion, Martin, Mason, McCulloch, McLennan, Medina, 
Menard, Midland, Milam, Mills, Mitchell, Montague, Montgomery, 
Moore, Morris, Motley, Nacogdoches, Navarro, Newton, Nolan, 
Ochiltree, Oldham, Orange, Palo Pinto, Panola, Parker, Parmer, Pecos, 
Polk, Potter, Presidio, Rains, Randall, Reagan, Real, Red River, 
Reeves, Roberts, Robertson, Rockwall, Runnels, Rusk, Sabine, San 
Augustine, San Jacinto, San Saba, Schleicher, Scurry, Shackelford, 
Shelby, Sherman, Smith, Somervell, Stephens, Sterling, Stonewall, 
Sutton, Swisher, Tarrant, Taylor, Terrell, Terry, Throckmorton, Titus, 
Tom Green, Travis, Trinity, Tyler, Upshur, Upton, Uvalde, Val Verde, 
Van Zandt, Walker, Waller, Ward, Washington, Wheeler, Wichita, 
Wilbarger, Williamson, Winkler, Wise, Wood, Yoakum, and Young 
counties. 

Pursuant to Section 418.017 of the code, I authorize the use of all avail-
able resources of state government and of political subdivisions that are 
reasonably necessary to cope with this disaster. 

Pursuant to Section 418.016 of the code, any regulatory statute pre-
scribing the procedures for conduct of state business or any order or 
rule of a state agency that would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay 
necessary action in coping with this disaster shall be suspended upon 
written approval of the Office of the Governor. However, to the ex-
tent that the enforcement of any state statute or administrative rule re-
garding contracting or procurement would impede any state agency's 
emergency response that is necessary to protect life or property threat-
ened by this declared disaster, I hereby authorize the suspension of such 
statutes and rules for the duration of this declared disaster. 

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclama-
tion shall be filed with the applicable authorities. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and 
have officially caused the Seal of State to be affixed at my office in the 
City of Austin, Texas, this the 25th day of January, 2026. 
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Greg Abbott, Governor 
TRD-202600584 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Proclamation 41-4262 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

WHEREAS, the New World screwworm (NWS), also known as 
Cochliomyia hominivorax, is a parasitic fly primarily found in South 
America, Cuba, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic; and 

WHEREAS, NWS larvae infest and feed on the living tissue of warm-
blooded animals, including livestock and wildlife, which can cause se-
rious and deadly damage to an animal; and 

WHEREAS, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) re-
ported that within the last two years, NWS has spread from Panama 
into Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Belize, and now Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2024, the Chief Veterinary Officer of 
Mexico notified the USDA of a positive detection of NWS in Mexico; 
and 

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2024, USDA suspended cattle and bison 
imports from Mexico after a positive detection of NWS in southern 
Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, on February 1, 2025, USDA resumed the import of cattle 
and bison from Mexico after USDA and Mexico agreed to, and imple-
mented, a comprehensive pre-clearance inspection and treatment pro-
tocol to ensure safe movement and mitigate the threat of NWS; and 

WHEREAS, on May 11, 2025, USDA suspended live cattle, horse, and 
bison imports from Mexico after NWS was detected in Central Mexico, 
about 700 miles from the Texas border; and 

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2025, USDA announced a five-prong plan to 
address NWS, including the launch of an $8.5 million sterile NWS fly 
dispersal facility in South Texas to aid in eliminating any presence of 
the pest in Mexico in close proximity to the U.S. southern border; and 

WHEREAS, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of Texas, on 
June 25, 2025, directed the Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) to establish a joint 
Texas New World Screwworm Response Team to lead Texas's preven-
tion and response efforts, ensure that Texas remains informed, pre-
pared, and aligned to prevent the re-emergence of this destructive para-
site, and to serve as "the central hub for coordination, information-shar-
ing, and stakeholder engagement among state, federal, and industry 
partners"; and 

WHEREAS, on July 9, 2025, USDA halted a phased channeling 
strategy for re-opening ports for the importation of cattle, bison, 
and equines from Mexico and suspended all livestock trade through 
southern ports of entry after receiving reports of NWS in Ixhuatlán 
de Madero, Veracruz, Mexico--approximately 370 miles from the 
southern border; and 

WHEREAS, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of Texas, on 
August 15, 2025, alongside USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins, an-
nounced a $750 million USDA investment in a new Domestic Sterile 
Screwworm Production Facility in Edinburg, Texas, with capacity to 
produce 300 million sterile flies per week to combat the northward 
spread of NWS; and 

WHEREAS, on September 21, 2025, USDA reported a new case of 
NWS in Sabinas Hidalgo, Nuevo León, Mexico, less than 70 miles 
from the southern border; and 

WHEREAS, on October 17, 2025, USDA released its NWS Response 
Playbook, which, in part, outlines strategies for federal, state, and lo-
cal governments to coordinate response and communications related to 
NWS, and to prevent and contain outbreaks of NWS, including through 
NWS surveillance and management strategies; and 

WHEREAS, on November 21, 2025, USDA launched screwworm.gov 
to centralize NWS information across the federal government, includ-
ing up-to-date information on verified NWS reports, official response 
activities taken in U.S. preparedness efforts, resources for livestock 
producers, veterinarians, animal health officials, healthcare providers, 
and the general public; and 

WHEREAS, Section 161.041, Texas Agriculture Code, grants TAHC 
authority to protect all livestock from diseases, eradicate or control any 
disease or agent that could affect livestock, and, in the event of a con-
flict of authority between state agencies, to assume the responsibility 
for disease control efforts; and 

WHEREAS, Section 161.0417, Texas Agriculture Code, requires any 
person engaging in an activity that is part of a state or federal disease 
control or eradication program for animals to be authorized by TAHC, 
subject to suspension or revocation of such authorization; and 

WHEREAS, Section 161.101, Texas Agriculture Code, requires any 
person having care, custody, or control of an animal to report to TAHC 
the existence of diseases listed in rules adopted by TAHC among live-
stock within 24 hours after diagnosis of the disease; and 

WHEREAS, TAHC has designated NWS as a reportable and actionable 
disease and agent of disease transmission pursuant to Title 4, Texas 
Administrative Code § 45.3(c)(l)(P); and 

WHEREAS, Section 161.0416, Texas Agriculture Code, authorizes 
TAHC to prepare and plan for disaster events that may affect livestock, 
including disease outbreaks; and 

WHEREAS, TAHC, as the lead agency tasked with monitoring and 
combatting NWS, has met weekly with USDA to coordinate federal 
and state response efforts; and 

WHEREAS, TAHC has participated in 243 speaking engagements with 
industry groups, local and state government officials, and the public to 
spread awareness of NWS, hosted veterinary specific education events, 
and reached approximately 328,810 individuals through digital plat-
form initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, TAHC has conducted five multi-day field response and 
tactical level trainings with TPWD, USDA, Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension, and Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association staff; 
and 

WHEREAS, TAHC partnered with USDA on surveillance along the 
Texas-Mexico border by working with landowners to deploy NWS spe-
cific surveillance traps along the Texas-Mexico border; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas New World Screwworm Response Team has 
coordinated state response plan priorities across wildlife and livestock 
sectors, has facilitated information sharing and notifications of key pre-
paredness and current event announcements, and has strategized ef-
fective preparedness and response measures to safeguard Texans and 
maintain continuity of business while effectively responding to the 
threat posed by NWS; and 

WHEREAS, unified state and federal action is essential to prevent the 
spread of NWS and to ensure consistent public messaging, swift mobi-
lization of response assets, and effective biosecurity measures to pro-
tect Texas livestock, wildlife, and agricultural industries; and 

WHEREAS, the dissemination of false or misleading information 
related to NWS preparedness efforts poses serious risks to Texans, 
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wildlife, and livestock, and threatens the stability of Texas's agricul-
tural economy; and 

WHEREAS, the recent migration of NWS into Northern Mexico 
presents an imminent threat of danger and injury to the Texas agricul-
tural industry; and 

WHEREAS, Section 418.011 , Texas Government Code, statutorily 
empowers the governor to meet "the dangers to the state and people 
presented by disasters"; and 

WHEREAS, Section 418.004(1), Texas Government Code, defines 
"disaster" as "the occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or se-
vere ... loss of life or property resulting from any natural or man-made 
cause, including ... infestation ... [or] other public calamity requiring 
emergency action"; and 

WHEREAS, Section 418.014, Texas Government Code, authorizes 
"[t]he governor, by executive order or proclamation," to "declare a 
state of disaster if the governor finds... that the ... threat of disaster is 
imminent"; and 

WHEREAS, Section 418.012, Texas Government Code, authorizes the 
governor to issue proclamations that have the force and effect of law; 
and 

WHEREAS, Section 418.016, Texas Government Code, authorizes the 
governor to "suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescrib-
ing the procedures for conduct of state business or the orders or rules of 
a state agency if strict compliance with the provisions, orders, or rules 
would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping 
with a disaster"; and 

WHEREAS, Section 418.017, Texas Government Code, authorizes the 
governor to "temporarily reassign resources, personnel, or functions of 
state executive departments and agencies or their units for the purpose 
of performing and facilitating emergency services"; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of Texas, do 
hereby certify that the spread of NWS northward from Mexico toward 
the U.S. southern border threatens Texas' livestock industry and econ-
omy and poses an imminent threat of widespread and severe property 
damage and pursuant to Section 418.014, Texas Government Code, 
declare a state of disaster for all Texas counties. 

Pursuant to Section 418.017, Texas Government Code, I authorize the 
use of all available resources of state government and of all political 
subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with this disaster, 
and temporarily reassign any such resources that have been, or could 
be, allocated to address the spread of NWS to the Texas New World 
Screwworm Response Team, headed by TAHC and TPWD. 

Pursuant to Sections 418.012 and 418.016, Texas Government Code, 
any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state 
business or any order or rule of a state agency that would in any way 
prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disas-
ter shall be suspended or superseded upon written approval of the Of-
fice of the Governor. However, to the extent the enforcement of any 
state statute or administrative rule regarding contracting or procure-
ment would impede any state agency's emergency response that is nec-
essary to protect life or property threatened by this declared disaster, 
I hereby authorize the suspension or superseding of such statutes and 
rules for the duration of this declared disaster. 

In accordance with statutory requirements, copies of this proclamation 
shall be filed with the applicable authorities. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and 
have officially caused the Seal of State to be affixed at my office in the 
City of Austin, Texas, this the 29th day of January, 2026. 

Greg Abbott, Governor 
TRD-202600585 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Proclamation 41-4263 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

WHEREAS, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of Texas, is-
sued a disaster proclamation related to fire weather conditions that 
began on August 10, 2025, as amended and renewed in subsequent 
proclamations, certifying that increased fire weather conditions pose 
an imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of 
life or property in several counties; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Division of Emergency Management has con-
firmed that those same increased fire weather conditions persist in cer-
tain counties in Texas; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in 
me by Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby 
amend and renew the aforementioned proclamation and declare a 
disaster in Andrews, Aransas, Archer, Armstrong, Atascosa, Austin, 
Bailey, Bandera, Bastrop, Baylor, Bee, Bexar, Blanco, Borden, Bra-
zos, Briscoe, Brooks, Brown, Burleson, Burnet, Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Callahan, Cameron, Carson, Castro, Childress, Clay, Cochran, Coke, 
Coleman, Collingsworth, Colorado, Comal, Comanche, Concho, Cot-
tle, Crane, Crockett, Crosby, Culberson, Dallam, Dawson, Deaf Smith, 
Delta, DeWitt, Dickens, Dimmit, Donley, Duval, Eastland, Ector, El 
Paso, Erath, Fannin, Fayette, Fisher, Floyd, Foard, Franklin, Frio, 
Gaines, Garza, Gillespie, Glasscock, Goliad, Gonzales, Gray, Grimes, 
Guadalupe, Hale, Hall, Hamilton, Hansford, Hardeman, Hartley, 
Haskell, Hays, Hemphill, Hidalgo, Hockley, Hood, Hopkins, Houston, 
Howard, Hudspeth, Hunt, Hutchinson, Irion, Jack, Jackson, Jeff Davis, 
Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, Jones, Karnes, Kendall, Kenedy, Kent, Kerr, 
Kimble, King, Kleberg, Knox, La Salle, Lamb, Lampasas, Lavaca, 
Lee, Lipscomb, Live Oak, Llano, Loving, Lubbock, Lynn, Madison, 
Martin, Mason, Matagorda, Maverick, McCulloch, McMullen, Med-
ina, Menard, Midland, Milam, Mills, Mitchell, Moore, Motley, Nolan, 
Nueces, Ochiltree, Oldham, Palo Pinto, Parker, Parmer, Pecos, Polk, 
Potter, Randall, Reagan, Real, Red River, Reeves, Refugio, Roberts, 
Robertson, Runnels, San Jacinto, San Patricio, San Saba, Schleicher, 
Scurry, Shackelford, Sherman, Somervell, Starr, Stephens, Sterling, 
Stonewall, Sutton, Swisher, Taylor, Terry, Throckmorton, Titus, Tom 
Green, Travis, Trinity, Upton, Uvalde, Victoria, Walker, Waller, Ward, 
Washington, Webb, Wharton, Wheeler, Wichita, Wilbarger, Willacy, 
Williamson, Wilson, Winkler, Yoakum, Young, Zapata, and Zavala 
Counties. 

Pursuant to Section 418.017 of the Texas Government Code, I authorize 
the use of all available resources of state government and of political 
subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with this disaster. 

Pursuant to Section 418.016 of the Texas Government Code, any reg-
ulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business 
or any order or rule of a state agency that would in any way prevent, 
hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster shall be 
suspended upon written approval of the Office of the Governor. How-
ever, to the extent that the enforcement of any state statute or admin-
istrative rule regarding contracting or procurement would impede any 
state agency's emergency response that is necessary to protect life or 
property threatened by this declared disaster, I hereby authorize the 
suspension of such statutes and rules for the duration of this declared 
disaster. 

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclama-
tion shall be filed with the applicable authorities. 
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♦ ♦ ♦ 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and 
have officially caused the Seal of State to be affixed at my office in the 
City of Austin, Texas, this the 7th day of February, 2026. 

Greg Abbott, Governor 

TRD-202600586 
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