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Eligibility to Vote by Mail

* A qualified voter may vote by mail if the voter:

* Will be 65 or older on Election Day * |Is confined in jail (Regular ABBM);
(Annual or Regular ABBM), * |s in Address Confidentiality Program

* Has a disability (Annual or Regular (Reqgular ABBM);
ABBM), * |s military or dependent of military and

* |s expecting to give birth within three outside of home Texas county (FPCA);
weeks before or after Election Day * |s temporarily living outside the United
(REQU/GI’ ABBM), States (FPCA),

* |s civilly committed under Chapter 841, * Is living outside the United States and
Health and Safety Code (Regular ABBM); voter has indicated their intent to return

* Expects to be absent from county during is uncertain (FPCA); or

Early Voting and on Election Day (Regular ~ « |s 3 member of the National Guard or
ABBM); dependent (FPCA).

Chapters 82 and 101, Texas Election Code
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PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY. THEN, FOLD AND MOISTEN SHUT TO SEAL.

Voter
information
Failure to

provide your
ater

Last Name First Name

TEXAS APPLICATION FOR BALLOT BY MAIL

Residence Address (Number and Street)

Middle Name (ifany) ~ Suffic(ir, Sr, I} T
0 ofthe following numbers
“Apt/Unit Texas Driver's License (TX DL),

Texas Identification (TX D) Card, or
Election Identification Certificate

number, vater
registration
precinct

not invalidate
this application

number, or 1

City State

Optional Information: Providing this information is helpful to the Early Votlng Clerk ifneeded to
clarify any information on this application and/or your voted mail ballot.

Voter Registration Precinct Number

VUID Number

Zip Code (EIC) number:

LEL LT

Ihave not been issued a TX DL, TX
1D, or EIC number, and the st four
digits of my Social’ Security Number

Telephone Number Email Address

XXX - XX -

oo | [ ]

Date of Birth

o [ /LI TEIC]

0] Lhaye notbeen issued a T
L, TX ID, EIC, or Social

Sacumy Number

Where to

Select one

option 2

An address from my voter
registration certificate

[ My residence address

Number and Street

‘Another address that fits one of the categories below

Apt/Unit city State Zip Code

[ My mailing address

[ Hospital, nursing home, long-term care facility, retirement center,

assisted living facility, or a close relative (state your relationship)
[ sil, civil commitment facility, or a -
close relative (state your relationship)

[] Other address outside the county

Realso_n for "
applying an
ba ﬁuts
requested
*Prima
élections take
place in even-
numbered
years only

My reason for voting by mail

[ 65 years of age or older

[ Disability— 1 affirm that, “I have a sickness or physical
condition that prevents me from appearing at the polling
place on Election Day without a ikelihood of needing per-
sonal assistance orinjuring my health,” as defined in Texas
Election Code 82.002(a).

send me a ballot for the following elections

[ Annual Application—1 want to receive a ballot for all
elections in this voting year. | qualify because 1am 65 years
of age or older, or have a disability.
Iwould like to votein a primary election* for the following
party and any resulting runoff
] pemocratic Primary  [] Any resuiting runoff
[] Republican Primary  [] Any resulting runoff
[] Do nat send me a ballot for a primary election

My reason for voting by mail

[] Expected o give birth
within three weeks before
or after Election Day

[ Expected absence from the county —The dates during which
I can receive mail at the address outside of the county are:

[] confined in jail or involun-
tarity civilly committed

Send mea ballot for the following elections
[ may Election [ special Election (name or date,
[ November Election if known)
[ Any resulting runoff
1 would like to vote in a primary election* for the following
party and any resulting runof.
[] pemocratic Primary  [] Any resulting runoff
[ Republican anary D Any resulting runoff

o

Applicant,
sigh here a4

| certify that the i fiven in thi

istrue,and |

giving this application is a crime.

The box below requires your original signature signed in ink. A witness must complete
Secion s fyollare nabe o sigh and youmake a markinsiead of s sgraure, o you

are unable to sign or make a ma

Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

E

O O0-0000

o

Witness and/
or assistant,
sign

For definition
of witness and
assistant, see
the application
instructions

«

] Check this box and complete this section if the applicant is
unable to make a mark in Section 4. Do not sign for the voter
inSection 4.

[ witness — Check this box if you witnessed the applicant make
amark or the applicant could not sign in Section 4 and you
are:signing on his or her behalf. Do not sign for the voter in
Section 4. State your relationship to the applicant below and
complete this section.

[ Assistant— Check this box and complete this section if you
assisted the applicant in filling out this application in his or
her presence or submitted on his or her behalf (by mail,
emall, or fax).

Printed name of witness or assistant

Residence Address Apt/unit Gty State  Zip Code

Failure to complete this section is a Class A Misdemeanor
if applicant’s signature or mark was witnessed or applicant
was assisted in completing this application.

Signature of witness or assistant

X

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING YOUR
TEXAS APPLICATION FOR BALLOT BY MAIL

Section 1— Voter information

Print your legal name (with suffix) and residence address
(not mailing address). Optional information: Providing this
information is helpful to the Early Voting Clerk if needed to
clarlf‘ganv information on this application and/or your voted
mail ballot. Failure to provide your voter registration
number, voter registration precinct number, or telephone
number does not invalidate this application. Please check
your voter registration before submitting an application.
Changing your voter registration address after submitting
an application could result in your ballot being rejected.
You must provide your Texas Driver’s License, Texas
Identification CarJ or Election Identification Certificate
number. If you have not been issued one of these numbers,
provide the last four digits of your Social Security Number. ff
you have not been issued any of these required numbers,
check the relevant box.

Section 2 — Where to mail my ballot
Yuur ballat will be mailed to]your residence or mailing address
unless you qualify for one of these exceptions:
* 65 Years of age or older, or have a disability — Your
ballot can be mailed to a hespital, nursing home, long-
term care facility, retirement center, assisted living
facility, or a close relative (state your relationship);
Confined in jail or involuntarily civilly committed -
Your ballot can be mailed to a jail, facility, or a close
relative (state your relationship); or
Expected absence from the county —Your ballot must
be mailed to an address outside the county if you expect
to be out of the county on Election Day and during
any remaining period of Early Voting by personal
appearance after you submit your application.

Section 3 (continued)
ballots, your application may be forwarded to other entities
holdmg elections. As a result, you may receive a ballot
for other elections in addition to the ballot you eriginally
requested.

Section 4— Applicant, sign here

The boxes require your original signature signed and dated in
ink. A witness must complete Section 5 if you are unable to
sign and you make a mark instead of a signature, or you are
unable to sign or make a mark.

Section 5— Witness and/or assistant, sign here

¢ Check the relevant box and complete this section if the
applicant is unable to make a mark in Section 4. Do not
sign for the voter in Section 4.
‘Witness — Check the relevant box if you witnessed the
applicant make a mark or the applicant could not sign
in Section 4 and you are signing on his or her behalf.
Do not sign for the voter in Section 4. State your
relationship to the applicant and complete this section.
Acting as a witness for more than one applicant in the
same election or for more than one applicant for an
annual application for ballot by mail in the same
calendar year is a Class B Misdemeanor, unless you are
related to the applicants as a parent, grandparent
spouse, child, or sibling.
Assistant — Check the relevant box and complete this
section if you assisted the applicant in filling out this
application in his or her presence or submitted on his or
her behalf (by mail, email, or fax). Providing assistance
without dlscloslngthe information required in this
section is a Class A Misdemeanor.

Section 3 — Reason for a;plymg and ballots
Check the box that best describes your reason for voting by
mail:
* 65 years of age or older - You must turn 65 no later
than Election Day.
Disability — You affirm that, “I have a sickness or
physical condition that prevents me from arﬁearing at
the polling place on Election Day without a likelihood
of needing personal assistance or injuring my health,”
as defined in Texas Election Code 82.002(a).
Expected to give birth within three weeks before or
after Election Day
Confined in jail or involuntarily civilly committed —
At the time you submit your application, you are either:
(1) Confined in jail serving a misdemeanor sentence for
a term that ends on or after Election Day; (2) Pending
trial after denial of bail; (3) Without bail pending an
appeal of a felony conviction; (4) Pending trial of appeal
on a bailable offense for which release on bail before
Election Day is unlikely; or (5) Are involuntarily civilly
committed under Chapter 841, Health and Safety Code.
Expected absence from the uuunty List the dates
during which you can receive mail at the address outside
of the county.

Then, below the reason you selected, check the
corresponding box(es) for the E\Ecnun(s) you want to
receive a ballot for. Only voters 65 years of age or older, or
have a disability, are eligible for an annual application. An
annual application, submitted within 60 days of an election
in the fol?uwmg calendar year, will be valid for all elections
held during that year. To ensure you receive all appropriate

itting your licati
Acceptable methods include:
 In-person delivery by the voter to your Early Voting

Clerk;

By mail (U.S. Postal Servlce)

Common or contract carrier (via a bona fide, for-profit
carrier); or

By email or fax, but only if this original hard copy is
received by mail within Jfour business days of its initial
submission. Call your Early Voting Clerk, the Secretary
of State, or scan the QR code for the email address or
fax number.

Deadline to apply

Your application must be received by your
Early Voting Clerk by the 11th day before
Election Day. If that day is a weekend or
holiday, the deadline moves to the preceding
business day.

Questions?
&3 Call your Early Voting Clerk
R Visit sos.texas.gov or votetexas.gov
La solicitud estd dls;nmble en espafiol. Por favor

llame al secretario de votacién adelantada para
obtener una version en espafiol.
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Voter Last Name First Name Middle Name (if any)  Suffix (Jr., S, 1ll) You must provide one
information of the following numbers
Failure to e
; Residence Address (Number and Street Apt/Unit Texas Driver’s License (TX DL),
pr c;wde your ( ) Pt/ Texas |dentification (TX ID) Card, or
‘r’g g?srt ration Election Identification Certificate
registration D
inct
ﬁ[,";,%’,_fr or 1 Optional Information: Providing this information is helpful to the Early Voting Clerk if needed to ,
te!epho;?e clarify any information on this application and/or your voted mail ballot. | have not been issued a TX DL, TX
number does b : : - b ID, or EIC number, and the last four
not invalidate VUID Number Voter Registration Precinct Number g:%,.ts of my Social Security Number
this application :
Telephone Number Email Address XXX - XX -
_ [ ] I have not been issued a TX
Date of Birth DL, TX ID, EIC, or Social
(mm/dd/yyyy) / / Security Number
Section 1
. . ’ . . . .
* Must include the applicant’s name and address at which the applicant is registered to
vote.

 |f the VUID, precinct number, telephone number, email address, and date of birth
are not included on the application, this is not fatal to the application.

Sec. 84.002, Texas Election Code
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Reviewing an ABBM

Section 1 (continued)

You must provide one
of the following numbers

Texas Driver’s License (TX DL),

* Voter must provide: B o Ao Conasta
* Texas Driver’s License, Texas Personal Identification (EIC) number:
Number, or Election Identification Certificate number
issued by DPS, OR | have not beenissued a TX DL, TX
 Last four digits of SSN, OR Id?éﬁ)sr {:E;:f(innyusrgggfsaerlms ﬁﬂgg
. . . . . dare.
* Provide an indication that they have not been issued
either number. XXX - XX -
* The number provided MUST be validated off of voter’s | LI [j2y5 otheen issued a Tx
voter registration record. Security Number

* |f the number is missing or incorrect on the ABBM, the voter can correct
this defect by submitting a new ABBM or through the Ballot by Mail Tracker.
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Reviewing an ABBM

Where to An address from my voter Another address that fits one of the categories below

mail my registration certificate Number and Street Apt/Unit City State Zip Code
ballot [ ] My residence address

Select one ili

option 2 [] My mailing address [ ] Hospital, nursing home, long-term care facility, retirement center,

assisted living facility, or a close relative (state your relationship)
[] Jail, civil commitment facility, or a
close relative (state your relationship)

[ ] Other address outside the cou nty

Section 2 The ABBM must include the:

e Address of the hospital, nursing home, long-term care facility, retirement center, assisted living facility, or
person related to the applicant within the second degree by affinity (by marriage) or the third degree by
consanguinity (by blood) if the mailing address is different from the residence address (age or disability).

* Address outside the applicant’s county of residence to which the ballot is to be mailed (absence from the
county of residence).

* Address of the jail or of a person related to the applicant within the second degree by affinity or the third
degree by consanguinity (confinement in jail).

e Address of the facility operated by or under contract with the Texas Civil Commitment Office or of a person
related to the applicant within the third degree by consanguinity (involuntarily civil commitment).

Section 84.002, Texas Election Code
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Reviewing an ABBM

Reason for My reason for voting by mail My reason for voting by mail
Ep Il‘fng and [ ] 65 years of age or older [] Expected to give birth [] Confined in jail or involun-
r:q 3 e:ted [ ] Disability—I affirm that, “I have a sickness or physical W'tl}_'tn tf%rleghweegs before tarily civilly committed
o condition that prevents me from appearing at the polling orafter tlection Lay ) )

Primary place on Election Day without a likelihood of needing per- [_] Expected absence from the county — The dates during which
elections take sonal assistance or injuring my health,” as defined in Texas | can receive mail at the address outside of the county are:
ﬁi?;%‘;} evern- Election Code 82.002(a).
years only Send me a ballot for the following elections / / to / /

3 [] Annual Application —| want to receive a ballot for all Send me a ballot for the following elections
elections in this voting year. | qualify because | am 65 years [[] May Election [] Special Election (name or date,

of age or older, or have a disability. al ber Elect if known)
ovember Election

[ would like to vote in a primary election® for the following [] Any resulting runoff

party and any resulting runoff:
] Democratic Primary [_] Any resulting runoff I would like to vote in a primary election® for the following

[ ] Republican Primary [ ] Any resulting runoff party and any !'esu!hng runoff: ,
. ) [ ] Democratic Primary [ ] Any resulting runoff

[ ] Do not send me a ballot for a primary election ) ) X
[ ] Republican Primary [ | Any resulting runoff

Section 3 The ABBM must include:

* Anindication of the ground of eligibility for early voting. If it does not include this
information, the application must be rejected.

* For an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on any ground, an indication of each
election for which the applicant is applying for a ballot. There are some exceptions to this.

* See the FAQs at the end of this presentation for examples.

Section 84.002, Texas Election Code

10




Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an ABBM

o | certify that the information given in this application is true, and | understand that giving false information in this application is a crime.
The box below requires your original signature signed in ink. A witness must complete
Applicant Section 5 if you are unable to sign and you make a mark instead of a signature, or you
, .
sigh here q 2 unable to sign or make a mark. Date (mm/dd/yyyy)
X / /
Section 4

 The ABBM must be in writing and signed by the applicant.
* An electronic signature is not permitted.
* |[f ABBM is not dated, it is NOT fatal.

11

Section 84.001, Texas Election Code
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Texas Secretary of State

Reviewing an ABBM

[ ] Check this box and complete this section if the applicant is

o unable to make a mark in Section 4. Do not sign for the voter
Wi d/ in Section 4.
Orlggs?iii:r?t [ ] Witness— Check this box if you witnessed the applicant make
sign here ! a mark or the applicant could not sign in Section 4 and you

o are signing on his or her behalf. Do not sign for the voterin
For definition Section 4. State your relationship to the applicant below and
of witnessand 5 complete this section.

assistant, see
the application

Printed name of witness or assistant

Residence Address Apt/Unit City State  Zip Code

Failure to complete this section is a Class A Misdemeanor
if applicant’s signature or mark was witnessed or applicant
was assisted in completing this application.

Signature of witness or assistant

instructions [ ] Assistant— Check this box and complete this section if you
assisted the applicant in filling out this application in his or X
her presence or submitted on his or her behalf (by mail,
email, or fax).

Section 5

* May be signed by a witness, if the voter cannot sign because of a physical disability or illiteracy.

* The person who cannot sign must affix the person’s mark to the document, which the witness

must attest.

* |f the voter cannot make a mark, the witness must state that fact on the document.
e A person who assisted the voter must also provide their information.

Secs. 1.011 and 84.003, Texas Election Code

12
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ELECTIONS DIVISION

Best Practices When Reviewing ABBMs

e Review for:
 Timeliness;

Proper delivery (i.e., mail, common/contract carrier, fax,
in-person by voter, email);

Correct Clerk (if not, forward);
Registration status;
Residence and mailing address;
Additional considerations—
e Outside county, disability, 65 or older; and
* Ensure all required information was provided.

« Recommend date-stamping application on the date it is received by the EV Clerk.

13
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Federal Post Card Applications

e Dual function:

* Registers the individual onto the permanent voter rolls
30 days after receipt by the county.

e Functions as an application for ballot by mail.

16
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A)

FPCA and Voter Registration

e EV clerk should make a copy of the FPCA (for mailing ballots and keeping records)
and then must forward the original FPCA to the county voter registrar so that it
may be processed for registration.

* Voter Registrar determines whether to add the voter to the registration list.

Federal pogy Card Application (FPCA)

18



Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an FPCA

1. Who are you? Pick one.

I request an absentee | I am on active duty in the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine =-OR- I am an eligible spouse or dependent.
ballot for all elections [] I am a U.S. citizen living outside the country, and I intend to return.
in which I am eligible [ I am a U.S. citizen living outside the country, and my intent to return is uncertain.
to vote AND: | I am a U.S. citizen living outside the country, I have never lived in the United States.
1 Mr. [ Miss
Last name Suffix (Jr., II) | Mrs. [] Ms,
First name Previous names (if applicable)
Middle name Birth date (MM/DD/YYYY)
Saocial Security Number Driver's license or State ID#

Voter must:
* Select the category that best describes their situation;
* Provide name and date of birth; and

* Provide Texas issued ID number or last four digits of SSN. If they do not have
this information, should include information in Box 6 that they do not have
one of these numbers. 19
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Texas Secretary of State

FPCA Affirmation Reasons as they Relate to
Voter Registration and Ballot by Mail

e Ballot is issued by the EV clerk
* VR registers the individual or updates a
permanent voter record

e Ballot is issued by the EV clerk
* VR registers the individual or updates a
permanent voter record

 FEDERAL BALLOT only is issued by EV clerk
* NOT eligible for voter registration
* CANCELS an existing registration

“I am on active duty in the Uniformed
Services or Merchant Marine.”

“I'am a U.S. citizen living outside the
country, and | intend to return.”

“Iam a U.S. citizen living outside the
country, and my return is uncertain.”

* NOT eligible to receive ballots
* NOT eligible for voter registration
* CANCELS an existing registration

“I'am a U.S. citizen living outside the country,
and | have never lived in the United States.”

20




Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an FPCA

2. What is your address in the U.S. state or territory where you are registering to vote and requesting an absentee ballot?

Your voting materials will not be sent to this address. See instructions on the other side of form.
Street address Apt #
City, town, village State
County ZIP

Voter must:

* Provide the complete street address of their voting residence address where
they are registering to vote.

e Cannot use a post office box mailing address.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an FPCA

3. Where are you now? You MUST give your CURRENT address to receive your voting materials.

Your mailing address. (Different from above) Your mail forwarding address. (If different from mailing address)

Voter must:
* Provide current mailing address, even if requesting their ballot by email.

* If the voter wants their ballot sent to a different address or have a forwarding
address, they must include that information in this space.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an FPCA

4. What is your contact information? This is so election officials can reach you about your request.

Provide the country code and area code with your phone and fax number. Do not use a Defense Switched Network (DSN) number.

Email: Phone:

Alternate email:

Fax:

Voter should:

e Provide contact information so election official can contact if needed.
* Provide email address if requesting to receive ballot by email.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an FPCA

5. What are your preferences for upcoming elections?

A. How do you want to receive [ | Mail B. What is vour political part
voting materials from your | Email or online fc;r rima yelectl:i)ons? party
election office? (Select One) | Fax primary :

Voter should:
* Select their preferred method of receiving voting materials.
* Provide email address if requesting to receive ballot by email.

* Provide the name of the party ballot they wish to receive for the primary
election.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an FPCA

6. What additional information must you provide?

Puerto Rico and Vermont require more information, see back for instructions. Additional state guidelines may be found at FVAP.gov. You
may also use this space to clarify your voter information.

Voter should:

* Provide any additional information that may assist the EV clerk in accepting
the application.
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¢ Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Reviewing an FPCA

7. You must read and sign this statement.

I swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury, that:

B The information on this form is true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that a material misstatement of fact in
completion of this document may constitute grounds for conviction of perjury.

B I am a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years of age (or will be by the day of the election), eligible to vote in the requested jurisdiction, and

B I am not disqualified to vote due to having been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense, nor have I been adjudicated mentally
incompetent; or if so, my voting rights have been reinstated; and

I am not registering, requesting a ballot, or voting in any other jurisdiction in the United States, except the jurisdiction cited in this voting form.

x Today's date
(MM/DD/YYYY)

Voter should:
* Sign and date the form.

* May be signed by a witness, if the voter cannot sign because of a physical disability or
illiteracy.

* The person who cannot sign must affix the person’s mark to the document, which the
withess must attest.

* |f the voter cannot make a mark, the witness must state that fact on the document.
* A person who assisted the voter must also provide their information.

26



Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Intent to Return/Timeliness

* Applicant is entitled to receive a full ballot (federal and
nonfederal offices) if submitted on or before the 20th day
before Election Day and application contains information
for registering to vote.

* Applicant receives a full ballot if submitted after the 20th
day and by the 11th day deadline and the applicant is
already registered to vote.

* |f the FPCA does not have a postmark, it is timely if received
by the EV clerk by the 15th day before the election.

 |f the FPCA is postmarked after the 20th day but received no
later than the 11th day before the election with a postmark,
FPCA voter gets federal ballot only.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m If a voter calls to request an ABBM, can the election officer fill in the
voter’s name and residence address at the top of the application?

m No, Section 276.016(a)(4) of the Election Code prohibits an election
official from completing any portion of the ABBM form and distributing that form
to the applicant.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m The EV clerk received a timely ABBM for an upcoming election from a
voter who is not currently registered to vote in the county/political subdivision.
Can the EV clerk process the application and send the voter a ballot by mail?

m The application must be rejected and the voter must be sent a Notice of
Rejected Application for Ballot by Mail (Form 6-2) if the voter is not registered in

the county/political subdivision and the voter registration records reflect that the

voter will not have an effective voter registration by election day in the county/

political subdivision. Section 13.143 of the Election Code states that a voter

registration is effective for purposes of early voting if it will be effective on

election day. As such, if the voter registration records reflect that the voter’s

registration will be effective by election day, and the single-use ABBM or

Annual ABBM contains the required information, the application should be

processed and the voter should be sent a ballot by mail. 30
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m What if the residence address the voter provided on the ABBM is
different from the residence address at which the voter is registered?

m As long as the voter is registered in the political subdivision holding the
election, and as long as the address on the ABBM is also within that county (or
political subdivision), then the EV clerk should process the ABBM (if the voter is
otherwise eligible to vote in the election) and send the voter a Statement of
Residence (Form 21-6) along with the balloting materials. When mailing a ballot to
the voter, the EV clerk must make a notation on the carrier envelope that a
Statement of Residence is included so that the early voting ballot board

knows to look for the Statement of Residence with the marked ballot; the

early voting ballot board cannot count that ballot if the Statement of
Residence is not returned by the voter.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m It appears the voter may have recently gotten married/divorced and is
now using a different last name on the ABBM than the last name the voter is

registered to vote with. May the application be accepted?

m If the EV clerk is able to confirm that the individual is a registered voter of
the political subdivision, then the ABBM should not be rejected. However, if

possible, the voter should be advised that there may be a problem later when the
early voting ballot board reviews the name on the carrier envelope compared to
the name on the list of registered voters. There is a possibility that the EVBB will
reject the ballot. If possible, the EV clerk should contact the voter and have

the voter update their information as to the name change. Once updated,

the EV clerk can process the ABBM.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m A voter has contacted our office and indicated that the personal
identification number in their voter registration record is wrong; what can the
voter do?

m The voter registrar should review the voter’s record to determine
whether the voter’s personal identification number was properly recorded by the
voter registrar’s office. If this review reflects that the voter’s personal identification
number was properly recorded by the voter registrar as previously provided by the
voter, the voter should update their voter registration record. They can do so by
submitting a new voter registration application to the registrar or by validating
their personal identification numbers on Texas.gov if the voter has a DPS-

issued driver’s license or personal identification card. The process for

updating the voter registration record is explained to the voter in the

Notice of Rejected Application for Ballot by Mail (Form 6-2).
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m The voter submitted an ABBM by mail. The physical application did
not include the voter’s residence address. However, the envelope in which the
application was delivered by mail included the voter’s residence address. Should
the application be rejected and the voter be notified of a defect?

m No, the application should not be rejected. Section 84.005 of the Election
Code provides that each document that contains information required for an early
voting ballot application and that is submitted to the EV clerk and any envelope in
which an application is submitted are part of the early voting ballot application. The
envelope in which the voter’s application was received by the EV clerk is part

of the voter’s application. If the residence address provided on the envelope

is the same residence address at which the voter is registered to vote, the
application should be processed and a ballot should be sent to the voter.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m A voter submitted an ABBM and provided two types of personal
identification numbers (i.e., driver’s license number and last four digits of social
security number) on their application. The voter registration record contains both
types of personal identification numbers; one number on the ABBM matches the
record, but the other does not match. Should the application be rejected?

m No, the application should not be rejected. Because the EV clerk was able
to validate one of the numbers to the voter’s voter registration record (and thus
verify the identity of the voter), the clerk must accept the ABBM and send a ballot
to the voter.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m Can a voter call and ask what personal identification number the
voter registrar has on file for that voter?

m Yes, a voter can ask to confirm the number listed, but the number should
be provided by the voter and the EV clerk can confirm whether that number is

accurate. The clerk should not provide any personal identification number from the
voter registration record to a person over the phone. If the voter provides an
incorrect number, the voter registrar can tell the voter that the number is incorrect,
but the voter registrar should not read the number to the voter over the phone.

The voter registrar can also confirm the type of number listed on file (driver’s
license or social security number).
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m How may facilities such as jails, nursing homes, or assisted living
facilities obtain blank applications for multiple voters?

m These facilities may request ABBMs from the Office of the Secretary of
State, which has express statutory authority to provide ABBMs to voters and
organizations, in reasonable quantities, upon request. They may also be directed to
download the application by visiting VoteTexas.gov or the EV clerk’s internet
website (if the clerk maintains a website). An EV clerk must post the official
application form for an early voting ballot on the clerk ’s internet website, if the
clerk maintains an Internet website, in a format that allows a person to easily
complete the application directly on the website before printing.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m The EV clerk received a single-use ABBM from a voter who is confined
in jail. The application was personally delivered to the EV clerk by a person from

the jail authority. May the application be processed and a ballot mailed to the
voter?

m Yes, the application may be processed and a ballot mailed to the voter.
On request of the applicant, an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the
ground of confinement in jail may be submitted to the EV clerk, at the discretion of
the authority in charge of the jail, by personal delivery by the jail authority or by a
designated subordinate of the authority.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m May a voter under 65 years of age submit an Annual ABBM if the
voter will turn 65 before the first election in which he/she will vote by mail?

m Yes, Section 82.003 of the Election Code states that a voter must be “65
years of age or older on election day” to vote early by mail.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m The voter submitted an application on the ground of being outside of
the county of residence using the official ABBM provided by the Secretary of
State. However, the voter did not provide the dates that they are out of the
county on the official application. Should the application be rejected on those
grounds?

m No, the application should not be rejected, assuming that the application
included all other legally required information. Section 84.002 of the Election Code,
which provides the law regarding the contents of an application, does not require a
voter to provide the dates the voter will be out of the county.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m May a voter request ballots for more than one election if their reason
for voting by mail is expected absence from the county? (Ex: voter will be out of

the county January through May and requests ballots for both the primary and

May elections).
m Yes, if the voter's application indicates that they will be out of the county
for a time period that covers multiple elections, the voter may use a single

application to request to receive all ballots the voter is eligible for during the time
period that the voter will be out of the county.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m A voter submitted an ABBM and provided two grounds for voting by
mail. In this example, the voter selected voting by mail on the grounds of being
65 years of age or older and disability. The voter selected the “Annual
Application” box on the application. Should the application be rejected and the
voter notified of a defect because the EV clerk cannot determine which eligibility
ground the voter is using?

m No, the application should not be rejected if it was otherwise properly
completed. In this example, the voter has selected two eligibility grounds which
allow the voter to submit an Annual ABBM. The EV clerk should select one of
the grounds.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m What if a voter does not check ANY boxes indicating for which
election(s) they wish to receive a ballot?

m It depends on the elections within that calendar year. If the Annual ABBM
voter did not select any elections during a primary election year (e.g., 2026), and
the voter did not select which party’s ballot they would like to receive, the EV clerk
should reject the ABBM for purposes of the primary election, but otherwise
process the application as an Annual ABBM. The EV clerk should notify the voter of
the rejection of the ABBM as it applies to the primary election, but also check the
box that indicates the application will be considered an Annual ABBM. If it is

an odd-numbered year (e.g., 2027), and the Annual ABBM voter did not

select any elections, the application would be considered an Annual ABBM

and processed accordingly.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m What if a voter submitted an application on the ground of age or
disability but did not select the “Annual Application” option on the form and only
requested a ballot for the primary election and the general election for state and
county officers (during a primary election year). Specifically, the voter opted not
to mark the May Uniform election date.

m If a voter only requested a mail ballot for selected elections but did not
select the annual option on the form, in this case the primary election and the
general election for state and county officers, you would NOT treat this as an
Annual ABBM. Instead, you would treat this as a request for the specific
elections identified by the voter.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m The EV clerk received a single-use ABBM from a voter but the voter
did not indicate that he/she wanted a ballot for any resulting runoff. Our political

subdivision is conducting a runoff election. Should a ballot be mailed to the voter
for the runoff election?

m No, a ballot should not mailed to the voter for the runoff election. An
applicant for a ballot to be voted by mail may apply for ballots for the main election
and any resulting runoff election on the same application. However, a ballot for the
runoff election should not be mailed to the voter if the voter did not request a
ballot for any resulting runoff on the single-use ABBM.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m How many Annual ABBMs may a person witness in a calendar year?

m Unless a close relative of the voter (e.g., parent, grandparent, spouse,
child, sibling) or an EV clerk or deputy EV clerk, a person may witness one single-
use ABBM per election in a calendar year, or one Annual ABBM for the entire
calendar year. NOTE: A violation of this law does not invalidate the ABBM.
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Texas Secretary of State

ELECTIONS DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

m The EV clerk received an application that reflects that the voter
received assistance in completing the application. However, the assistant did not
provide their signature/printed name and/or residence address. May the
application be accepted?

m Yes, the application may be accepted. Mistakes with respect to
completing the assistance portion on an ABBM do not cause rejection of the
application. However, a person who in the presence of the applicant otherwise
assists an applicant in completing an early voting ballot application commits a Class
A misdemeanor offense if the person knowingly fails to comply with Section
1.011(d) of the Election Code in the same manner as a witness.
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ELECTIONS DIVISION

Available Support

L] | 2]

e S
TRAINING RESOURCES

WEBINARS

elections@sos.texas.gov

800-252-VOTE e 512-463-5650

sos.texas.gov
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