
Reviewing Applications for Ballot by Mail, Federal Postcard 
Applications, and Canceling Ballots by Mail



Basic Resources
• Elections Forms Index

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml

• Conducting Your Elections Page

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/conducting/index.shtml

• Texas Election Code

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/

• Texas Administrative Code

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.viewtac

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/conducting/index.shtml
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.viewtac


Eligibility to Vote by Mail



A qualified voter may vote by mail if the voter:

• Will be 65 or older on Election Day (Annual or Regular ABBM)
• Has a Disability (Annual or Regular ABBM)
• Is Expecting to Give Birth Within Three Weeks Before or After Election Day (Regular ABBM)
• Is Civilly Committed Under Chapter 841, Health and Safety Code (Regular ABBM)
• Expects to be Absent from County during Early Voting and on Election Day (Regular ABBM)
• Is Confined in Jail (Regular ABBM)
• In Address Confidentiality Program (Regular ABBM)
• Is Military or Dependent of Military & Outside of Home Texas County (FPCA)
• Is Temporarily Living Outside the United States (FPCA)
• Is Living Outside the United States and Voter has Indicated their Intent to Return is Uncertain (FPCA)
• Is a member of the National Guard or Dependent (FPCA)

Chapters 82 and 101, Texas Election Code



Reviewing Applications for Ballot by Mail



Reviewing an ABBM

Must include:

• Voter’s name;

• Residence address;

• Personal identification number (or provide an indication that they have not been issued either number)

Sec. 84.002, Texas Election Code



Reviewing an ABBM

Must include:

• Address as required under Section 84.002, Texas Election Code



Reviewing an ABBM

Must include:

• An indication of the ground of eligibility for early voting



Reviewing an ABBM

Must include:

• An indication of each election for which the applicant is applying for a 
ballot.  

• There are some exceptions to this.



Reviewing an ABBM

Application must be:

• Signed by the voter

• Electronic signature is not permitted



Reviewing an ABBM

Application may be:

• Signed by a witness

• If voter receives assistance, assistant must complete Box 6 as well. 



Informal ABBMs
For information regarding informal ABBMs provided to 
voters by campaigns, candidates, or political parties:
• See Advisory No. 2021-24



Best Practices When Reviewing ABBMs

Review for:
• Timeliness
• Proper Delivery (mail, common/contract carrier, fax, in person by voter, email)
• Correct Clerk (if not, forward)
• Registration Status
• Residence and Mailing Address
• Additional Considerations

• Outside county, disability, 65 or older
• Ensure ALL required information was provided

• Date-stamp on the date received



Attorney General Address Confidentiality

Voters in this program can only vote by mail.

• Advisory No 2023-13- Senate Bill 1599 and Changes to the Corrective 
Action Process

• Advisory No. 2023-23 - Registering a Voter who is part of a 
Confidentiality Program

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/laws/advisory2023-13.shtml


Applicable Forms
• Form 6-2:  Notice of Rejected Application for Ballot by Mail

• Form 6-3:  Notice of Rejected Application for Ballot by Mail 
Containing a Defect that May be Corrected Online

• See Advisory No. 2023-13:  Changes to the Corrective Action Process



Reviewing Federal Postcard Applications



Federal Postcard Application

Dual function:

• Registers the individual onto the permanent voter rolls 30 days 
after receipt by the county

• Functions as an application for ballot by mail



Federal Postcard Application

Application must:
• Be submitted on official Federal Postcard Application

form
-Prescribed by the Federal Voting Assistance Program

• Include information indicating the applicant is eligible to
vote in the election for which ballot is requested



Federal Postcard Application

Voter must:

• Select the category;

• Provide current name;

• Provide date of birth; and

• Provide Texas issued ID number or last four digits of SSN.
- If they do not have this information, should include information in Box 6 that
they do not have one of these numbers



FPCA Affirmation Reasons as they Relate to Voter Registration and Ballot by Mail 



Federal Postcard Application

Voter must:

• Provide street address of their voting residence

-Cannot use a post office mailing address.



Federal Postcard Application

Voter must:

• Provide current mailing address.

• If voter wants their ballot sent to a different address or have a
forwarding address, must include that information in this space.



Federal Postcard Application

• Voter should:

• Provide contact information

• Provide email address if requesting to receive ballot via email.



Federal Postcard Application

Voter should:

• Select their preferred method of receiving voting materials.

• Provide email address if requesting to receive ballot by email.



Federal Postcard Application

Voter should:

• Provide any additional information that may assist the EV clerk in
accepting application.



Federal Postcard Application

Voter should:

• Sign and date the form.

• May be signed by a witness, if voter cannot sign because of a physical disability
or illiteracy. If voter cannot make a mark, witness must state that fact.

• Person who assisted the voter must also provide their information.



Intent to Return / Timeliness
• Applicant is entitled to receive a full ballot (federal and nonfederal

offices) if submitted on or before the 20th day before Election Day and
application contains information for registering to vote

• Applicant receives a full ballot if submitted after the 20th day and by
the 11th day deadline and the applicant is already registered to vote

• If the FPCA does not have a postmark, it is timely if received by the EV
clerk by the 15th day before the election

• If the FPCA is postmarked after the 20th day but received no later than
the 11th day before the election with a postmark, FPCA voter gets
federal ballot only.



Canceling a Mail Ballot



Canceling a Mail Ballot

The process to cancel a ballot by mail depends on 
• What the voter does and does not have; and 
• When the voter requests to cancel

Tex. Elec. Code 84.032



Mail Ballot Cancellation Form for Use in EV Clerk’s Office

• Form 6-6       



Mail Ballot Cancellation Form for Use in the Polling Place

• Form 6-7           



Canceling a Mail Ballot

If voter does not:

• surrender a ballot;

• present a Notice of Improper Delivery; or

• present a Notice of Surrendered Ballot to an early voting clerk, 
deputy early voting clerk, or presiding judge, then voter can only vote 
using a provisional ballot. 

Secs. 84.032, 84.035, Texas Election Code



Notice of Improper Delivery

• Form 6-5       



Notice of Surrendered Ballot

• Form 6-13               



Questions? 

Legal Team (800) 252-2216, Option 2

TEAM Team (800) 252-2216, Option 1
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