
Proclamation 41-4068 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

WHEREAS, the 88th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature con-
vened in January 2023 in accordance with Article III, Section 5, of 
the Texas Constitution and Section 301.001 of the Texas Government 
Code; and 

WHEREAS, during that session, the Legislature approved thirteen joint 
resolutions proposing thirteen particular constitutional amendments by 
a vote of two-thirds of all members of each house, pursuant to Article 
XVII, Section 1, of the Texas Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the 88th Texas Legislature, Second Special Session, con-
vened in June 2023 in accordance with Article III, Sections 5 and 40, 
and Article IV, Section 8, of the Texas Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, during that special session, the Legislature approved one 
joint resolution proposing one particular constitutional amendment by 
a vote of two-thirds of all members of each house, pursuant to Article 
XVII, Section 1, of the Texas Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of those resolutions and in accor-
dance with the Texas Constitution, the Legislature has set the date of 
the election for voting on the fourteen proposed constitutional amend-
ments to be November 7, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, Section 3.003 of the Texas Election Code requires the 
election to be ordered by proclamation of the governor; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of 
Texas, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and Statutes 
of the State of Texas, do hereby order a special election to be held 
throughout the State of Texas on the FIRST TUESDAY AFTER THE 
FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER, the same being the SEVENTH 
day of NOVEMBER, 2023. 

NOTICE THEREOF IS HEREBY GIVEN to the COUNTY JUDGE 
of each county, who is directed to cause said election to be held in the 
county on such date for the purpose of adopting or rejecting the fourteen 
constitutional amendments proposed by fourteen joint resolutions, as 
submitted by the 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, and the 88th 
Texas Legislature, Second Called Session, of the State of Texas. 

Pursuant to Sections 52.095, 274.001, and 274.002 of the Texas Elec-
tion Code, the propositions for the joint resolutions will appear as fol-
lows: 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 1 

"The constitutional amendment protecting the right to engage in farm-
ing, ranching, timber production, horticulture, and wildlife manage-
ment." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 2 

"The constitutional amendment authorizing a local option exemption 
from ad valorem taxation by a county or municipality of all or part of 
the appraised value of real property used to operate a child-care facil-
ity." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 3 

"The constitutional amendment prohibiting the imposition of an indi-
vidual wealth or net worth tax, including a tax on the difference be-
tween the assets and liabilities of an individual or family." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 4 

"The constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to estab-
lish a temporary limit on the maximum appraised value of real prop-
erty other than a residence homestead for ad valorem tax purposes; to 
increase the amount of the exemption from ad valorem taxation by 
a school district applicable to residence homesteads from $40,000 to 
$100,000; to adjust the amount of the limitation on school district ad 
valorem taxes imposed on the residence homesteads of the elderly or 
disabled to reflect increases in certain exemption amounts; to except 
certain appropriations to pay for ad valorem tax relief from the con-
stitutional limitation on the rate of growth of appropriations; and to 
authorize the legislature to provide for a four-year term of office for a 
member of the board of directors of certain appraisal districts." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 5 

"The constitutional amendment relating to the Texas University Fund, 
which provides funding to certain institutions of higher education to 
achieve national prominence as major research universities and drive 
the state economy." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 6 

"The constitutional amendment creating the Texas water fund to assist 
in financing water projects in this state." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 7 

"The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the Texas 
energy fund to support the construction, maintenance, modernization, 
and operation of electric generating facilities." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 8 

"The constitutional amendment creating the broadband infrastructure 
fund to expand high-speed broadband access and assist in the financing 
of connectivity projects." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 9 

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the 88th Legislature to pro-
vide a cost-of-living adjustment to certain annuitants of the Teacher 
Retirement System of Texas." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 10 

"The constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to exempt 
from ad valorem taxation equipment or inventory held by a manufac-
turer of medical or biomedical products to protect the Texas healthcare 
network and strengthen our medical supply chain." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 11 

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to permit 
conservation and reclamation districts in El Paso County to issue bonds 
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supported by ad valorem taxes to fund the development and mainte-
nance of parks and recreational facilities." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 12 

"The constitutional amendment providing for the abolition of the office 
of county treasurer in Galveston County." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 13 

"The constitutional amendment to increase the mandatory age of retire-
ment for state justices and judges." 

STATE OF TEXAS PROPOSITION NO. 14 

"The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the cen-
tennial parks conservation fund to be used for the creation and improve-
ment of state parks." 

The secretary of state shall take notice of this proclamation and shall 
immediately mail a copy of this order to every county judge of this 
state, and all appropriate writs will be issued, and all proper proceed-
ings will be followed, to the end that said election may be held and its 
result proclaimed in accordance with law. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereto signed my name and have 
officially caused the Seal of State to be affixed at my office in the City 
of Austin, Texas, this the 9th day of August, 2023. 

Greg Abbott, Governor 
TRD-202302936 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
Proclamation 41-4069 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME: 

WHEREAS, I, GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of Texas, 
do hereby certify that wildfires that began on July 24, 2023, pose 
an imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or 
loss of life or property in Anderson, Andrews, Angelina, Aransas, 
Archer, Atascosa, Austin, Bailey, Bandera, Bastrop, Baylor, Bell, 
Bexar, Blanco, Borden, Bosque, Brazos, Brewster, Briscoe, Brooks, 
Brown, Burleson, Burnet, Caldwell, Calhoun, Callahan, Cameron, 
Cass, Castro, Chambers, Cherokee, Clay, Cochran, Coke, Coleman, 
Colorado, Comal, Comanche, Concho, Cooke, Coryell, Crockett, 
Crosby, Culberson, Dallas, Denton, DeWitt, Dimmit, Duval, Eastland, 
Ector, Edwards, El Paso, Ellis, Erath, Falls, Fannin, Fayette, Fort 
Bend, Freestone, Frio, Gaines, Galveston, Garza, Gillespie, Glass-
cock, Goliad, Gonzales, Gregg, Grimes, Guadalupe, Hale, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, Hardin, Harris, Harrison, Hays, Henderson, Hidalgo, Hill, 

Hood, Houston, Howard, Hudspeth, Hunt, Jack, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff 
Davis, Jefferson, Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, Johnson, Karnes, Kaufman, 
Kendall, Kenedy, Kerr, Kimble, King, Kleberg, Knox, La Salle, 
Lamb, Lampasas, Lavaca, Lee, Leon, Liberty, Limestone, Llano, 
Madison, Marion, Martin, Mason, Matagorda, Maverick, McCulloch, 
McLennan, Medina, Menard, Midland, Milam, Mills, Mitchell, Mon-
tague, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Navarro, Newton, Nolan, Nueces, 
Orange, Palo Pinto, Panola, Parker, Polk, Potter, Presidio, Randall, 
Reagan, Real, Red River, Reeves, Refugio, Robertson, Rockwall, 
Runnels, Rusk, Sabine, San Augustine, San Jacinto, San Patricio, 
San Saba, Schleicher, Scurry, Shackelford, Shelby, Smith, Somervell, 
Starr, Stephens, Tarrant, Taylor, Terrell, Throckmorton, Tom Green, 
Travis, Trinity, Tyler, Upshur, Upton, Val Verde, Van Zandt, Victoria, 
Walker, Waller, Ward, Washington, Wharton, Wichita, Wilbarger, 
Williamson, Wilson, Winkler, Wise, Yoakum, Young, Zapata, and 
Zavala Counties; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me by 
Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby declare a 
state of disaster in the previously listed counties based on the existence 
of such threat. 

Pursuant to Section 418.017 of the Texas Government Code, I authorize 
the use of all available resources of state government and of political 
subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with this disaster. 

Pursuant to Section 418.016 of the Texas Government Code, any reg-
ulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business 
or any order or rule of a state agency that would in any way prevent, 
hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster shall be 
suspended upon written approval of the Office of the Governor. How-
ever, to the extent that the enforcement of any state statute or admin-
istrative rule regarding contracting or procurement would impede any 
state agency's emergency response that is necessary to protect life or 
property threatened by this declared disaster, I hereby authorize the 
suspension of such statutes and rules for the duration of this declared 
disaster. 

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclama-
tion shall be filed with the applicable authorities. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and 
have officially caused the Seal of State to be affixed at my office in the 
City of Austin, Texas, this the 11th day of August, 2023. 

Greg Abbott, Governor 
TRD-202302952 
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