
Ethics Advisory Opinion 

EAO-585: Whether Section 253.007 of the Election Code prohibits 
a former member of the Legislature from engaging in activity that 
would require registration under Chapter 305 if the former member 
contributed money from his political funds to a general-purpose polit-
ical committee more than two years before being required to register. 

Whether certain political contributions or expenditures made under 
Section 253.006(3) of the Election Code constitute a violation of Sec-
tion 253.004 of the Election Code. (AOR 674.) 

SUMMARY 

The requestor may make political contributions and direct campaign 
expenditures from a general-purpose committee he controls without 
violating Sections 253.004, 253.006 and 253.007, provided he waits 
two years from the last contribution accepted by the political committee 
accepted from his candidate or officeholder account. 

The Texas Ethics Commission is authorized by section 571.091 of the 
Government Code to issue advisory opinions in regard to the following 
statutes: (1) Chapter 572, Government Code; (2) Chapter 302, Gov-
ernment Code; (3) Chapter 303, Government Code; (4) Chapter 305, 
Government Code; (5) Chapter 2004, Government Code; (6) Title 15, 
Election Code; (7) Chapter 159, Local Government Code; (8) Chapter 
36, Penal Code; (9) Chapter 39, Penal Code; (10) Section 2152.064, 
Government Code; and (11) Section 2155.003, Government Code. 

Questions on particular submissions should be addressed to the Texas 
Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711-2070, (512) 463-5800. 

Issued in Austin, Texas, on February 16, 2023. 
TRD-202300785 
Jim Tinley 
General Counsel 
Texas Ethics Commission 
Filed: February 16, 2023 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
EAO-586: Whether the revolving door law prohibition in section 
572.069 of the Government Code would prohibit a former employee 
of a state agency from accepting certain employment. (AOR 678.) 

SUMMARY 

A former state employee participates on behalf of a state agency in 
a procurement or contract negotiation by drafting contract terms and 
having direct communications with a company regarding a potential 
contract. 

A former state employee participates on behalf of a state agency in a 
procurement or contract negotiation with a subcontractor if the subcon-
tractor is identified as providing work in the contract. 

The Texas Ethics Commission is authorized by section 571.091 of the 
Government Code to issue advisory opinions in regard to the following 
statutes: (1) Chapter 572, Government Code; (2) Chapter 302, Gov-
ernment Code; (3) Chapter 303, Government Code; (4) Chapter 305, 
Government Code; (5) Chapter 2004, Government Code; (6) Title 15, 
Election Code; (7) Chapter 159, Local Government Code; (8) Chapter 
36, Penal Code; (9) Chapter 39, Penal Code; (10) Section 2152.064, 
Government Code; and (11) Section 2155.003, Government Code. 

Questions on particular submissions should be addressed to the Texas 
Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711-2070, (512) 463-5800. 

Issued in Austin, Texas, on February 16, 2023. 
TRD-202300786 
Jim Tinley 
General Counsel 
Texas Ethics Commission 
Filed: February 16, 2023 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
EAO-587: A member of the Texas Legislature retires at the end of a 
legislative session. Before the next legislative session, the former leg-
islator: (1) uses title 15 campaign contributions to make a political con-
tribution to legislative candidates; (2) subsequently uses personal funds 
to reimburse the campaign for the same amount of the contributions; 
and (3) registers to lobby. May the former legislator lobby members 
of the Legislature during the two-year period after making the political 
contribution? 

May the former legislator cure a violation of Section 253.007 or reduce 
the two-year waiting period imposed by Section 253.007 by reimburs-
ing his or her campaign with personal funds in an amount that equals 
the political contributions made? 

Pursuant to Section 571.173, Government Code, the commission may 
impose a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 or triple the amount at 
issue for a violation of law administered and enforced by the commis-
sion. What does "the amount at issue" mean for purposes of imposing 
a penalty for a violation of Section 253.007, Election Code? Does it 
mean: (1) the amount of political contributions at issue, (2) the max-
imum amount of income indicated on the person's lobby registration 
statement, or (3) something else? (AOR 679-CI.) 

SUMMARY 

Section 253.007, Election Code prohibits a person from engaging in 
activities that require the person to register under Chapter 305, Gov-
ernment Code during the two-year period after the date the person 
knowingly makes or authorizes a political contribution to another can-
didate, officeholder, or political committee from political contributions 
accepted by the person as a candidate or officeholder. 

TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION March 3, 2023 48 TexReg 1195 



♦ ♦ ♦ 

The plain language of Section 253.007 does not permit a person to cure 
a past violation or reduce the two-year waiting period by reimbursing 
the person's campaign with personal funds. 

The "amount at issue" for purposes of Section 253.007 is reserved by 
the Commission. 

The Texas Ethics Commission is authorized by section 571.091 of the 
Government Code to issue advisory opinions in regard to the following 
statutes: (1) Chapter 572, Government Code; (2) Chapter 302, Gov-
ernment Code; (3) Chapter 303, Government Code; (4) Chapter 305, 
Government Code; (5) Chapter 2004, Government Code; (6) Title 15, 
Election Code; (7) Chapter 159, Local Government Code; (8) Chapter 
36, Penal Code; (9) Chapter 39, Penal Code; (10) Section 2152.064, 
Government Code; and (11) Section 2155.003, Government Code. 

Questions on particular submissions should be addressed to the Texas 
Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711-2070, (512) 463-5800. 

Issued in Austin, Texas, on February 16, 2023. 
TRD-202300788 
Jim Tinley 
General Counsel 
Texas Ethics Commission 
Filed: February 16, 2023 

48 TexReg 1196 March 3, 2023 Texas Register 




